SWS survey says more Pinoys are hungry 
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` Corpus, Lacson 
‘war heats up 


4 Іѕаѓр chief accused of being Ador’s ‘handler’ ~ 


VICTOR Corpus: Take lie detector test. 


PRESIDENT Macapagal inspects damage to the Agno River in Bayambang, Pangasinan, where she distributed relief goods and released P5 million to 


repair the river dike. 


DENNIS SABANGAN 


By CARLITO PABLO, 
ARMAND N. NOCUM 
AND JEROME ANING 


PING Lacson: You first. 


IT’S BEGINNING to look like a face-off between Sen. 
Panfilo “Ping” Lacson and Col. Victor Corpus. 


Lacson yesterday urged Corpus, 
military intelligence chief, to admit 
that he was the handler of Angelo 
Mawanay alias Ador, who accused 
Lacson of plotting to kidnap promi- 
nent people and to assassinate oth- 
ers to destabilize the Macapagal ad- 
ministration, 

But Corpus said he would re- 
sign and retire if Ador was found to 
be a government stooge let loose to 
discredit Lacson. 

The word war between Lacson 
and Corpus flared as Ador, who 
claims to be a former civilian agent 
of the defunct Presidential Anti-Or- 
ganized Crime Task Force 
(PAOCTF), reportedly passed a 
second lie detector test 

Both Ador and Corpus, head of 
the Intelligence Service of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines 
(Isafp), asked Lacson to undergo a 
lie detector test to determine who 
among them were telling the truth. 

"Corpus should stop making 
these denials, lest he be called a 
liar,” said Lacson, who concurrently 
headed the Philippine National Po- 
lice (PNP) and PAOCTF. 

Lacson claimed that it was the 
men of Corpus who fetched Ador 


Angel of mercy buried alive; death toll hits 101 


BY THE PDI NORTHERN 
LUZON BUREAU 


BAGUIO CITY—Whenever disas- 
ter struck, Barangay Captain 
Josephine Albon of Pinsao Proper 
made it a point to supervise rescue 
operations in her landslide-prone 
village of 3,200 residents. 

But on Wednesday at the height 
of typhoon Feria's onslaught, 


reported 


Albon's luck ran out. She was help- 
ing rescuers dig out 2 mother and 
her daughter from a landslide that 
crushed their house when the struc- 
lure caved in, burying her and 
Ludovina and Jellyn Tampican 


Albon, 60, and the Tampicans 
were among the Baguio residents 


gered by the continuous rains. 


bridges, palay, 
led in landslides trig- 


GMA, Sin call divorce 
bill immoral, un-Filipino 


By GERALD G. LACUARTA 
AND JULIET L. JAVELLANA 


LIKE a solid married couple in total agreement, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo and Jaime Cardinal 
Sin yesterday spoke with one voice to blast a 
divorce bill presented to Congress, attacking it as 
"un-Filipino," “immoral” and unconstitutional. 

Despite the failure of previous divorce bills, 
Sen. Rodolfo Biazon filed the new one earlier 
this week as а way out for married individuals 
who have been mentally or physically abused 
by their, spouses. 

But Ms Macapagal described divorce as “a 
plague visited on children of divorcees” and its 


effects on children “as ugly as a nightmare.” 

And Sin, the influential archbishop of Ma- 
nila, said in a statement: “Divorce is immoral. It 
is un-Filipino. It is absurd. I trust that we have 
enough sensible and intelligent legislators to 
fight this insane proposal.” 

Other divorce bills in Congress have failed 
because of the strength of the Roman Catholic 
lobby. An estimated 82 percent of the popula- 
tion is Catholic. 

An aide to Senator Biazon told Agence France 
Presse its chances of passage this time will hinge 
on whether the chair of the Senate committee 
assigned to tackle the bill is in favor of the 
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Cebu mayor bans media 
owned by political rivals 


By CONNIE FERNANDEZ 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—In a move reminiscent of the 
Palace ban on INQUIRER reporters from the press 
conferences of former President Joseph Estrada, 
Mayor Tomas Osmeña has banned reporters from 
Sun*Star Cebu and radio station dyHP of the 
Radio Mindanao Network from his regular press 


Ф Ф "AENM, 


conferences or any interviews. 

Озтейа claimed that the two media outfits 
had a “political agenda.” 

"Sorry, no Sun*Star," Osmefia told the report- 
ers covering City Hall as they entered his office 
to cover his first press conference on July 3. 

He then asked two reporters of Sun*Star 
Cebu—Jasmin Ginete-Suma-oy and Ginging 

CEBU/ A13 


With more reports on Feria's 
destruction trickling in yesterday, 
the number of deaths caused by 
landslides, drowning and electro- 
cution in Baguio and in Northem 
and Central Luzon hit 101 

The typhoon also destroyed 
P232.57 million worth of roads and 
vegetables, fruit 
trees, fishponds and other property 
in the Cordillera and Baguio, 


tral Luzon. 


Mt. Province, 


Vizcaya. 


WASHINGTON—The man whom 
the Republican White House i$ ex- 
pected to announce as its choice 
for ambassador to the Philippines 
is a “first-rate” career officer who 
has served as crisis manager in 
Kosovo, Bosnia and other sites of 
major conflicts in the 1990s. 
James F. Dobbins, 59, has served 
for more than 30 years in various 
posts, including as special assistant. 


L to former President Bill Clinton 


(Democrat) and as senior director 
Of the National Security Council 
for Latin American affairs. 

Clinton appointed Dobbins last 
December as assistant secretary for 
European Affairs in the State De- 
partment, the counterpart of the 
Philippines’ Department of Foreign 
Affairs. That post is now held by 
Beth Jones. 

"This is clearly a Powell appoint- 
ment," a top political expert and 
ТУ analyst told the Inquine, refer- 
ring to Secretary of State Colin L. 
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Cagayan Valley, llocos and Cen- 


Reports from disaster-response 
agencies showed that 29 people 
were killed in Baguio, 29 in 
Benguet, 14 in Hocos Sur, 12 in 
Pangasinan, six in Abra, four in 
Cagayan, two each in Zambales and 
and one each in 
Apayao, Посоз Norte and Nueva 


Marcos Highway, a major link 
to Baguio, was opened to traffic 
Thursday night. Kennon and 
Naguilian Roads remained closed. 
President Macapagal-Arroyo 
made a brief visit to Bayambang, 
Pangasinan, yesterday to assess the. 
damage, and declared the province 

ina state of calamity. 
Baguio and Benguet were de- 
ANGEL AM 


‘Hot spots’ specialist 
new US envoy to RP 


By JENNIE L. ILUSTRE 
PDI Washington D.C. 
correspondent 


JAMES F. Dobbins: States’ peace 
operations manager In Kosovo, Bosnia, 
Най! and Somalia. 
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from his house. 

low will they know Ador's 
house if they are not his handlers?" 
Lacson asked. 

Corpus said he would even re- 
sign if Ador was proven that Lacson 
himself had let the ex-PAOCTF 
agent loose to confuse the public 
about crimes being imputed against. 
him, 

“If these accusations are true, T 
will resign and retire,” Corpus said. 

Corpus insisted that he was not 
Ador's "handler." 

A "handler" as known in police 
and military circles is 
who gives orders to ci 
like Ador 

If Ador's claim is proven cor- 
rect that he and other civilian agents 
‘were used by ranking PAOCTF of- 
ficers for dirty jobs, his handlers 
were those whom he had previously 
identified, namely, Lacson, and Se- 
nior Superintendents Michael Ray 
Aquino and Cesar Mancao. 

Corpus related that Ador first 
approached radio and TV personal- 
ity Amold Clavio for his revela- 
tions about the crimes allegedly per- 
petrated and being planned by 
Lacson and his men. 
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Peso gains 
as Palace 

vows *bold 
measures’ 


By CLARISSA S. BATINO 
AND CHRISTINE AVENDAÑO 


THE PESO slightly recovered yes- 
terday against the dollar and closed 
at P52.89. up by nine centavos, fol- 
lowing the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas’ intervention. 

‘The peso may further improve in 
the coming days if President 
Macapagal-Arroyo is to be believed. 

Ms Macapagal said her ad 
istration would undertake “bolder 
measures" to prop up the peso as 
he denied that the BSP was prop- 
ping up the peso. 

"Some bold measures would be 
undertaken in the coming days to over- 
come the internal problems that beset 
our economy,” the President said. 

But she did not say what these. 
measures would be. 

“Abangan (Just and wait and 
see),” was what she could say when. 
pressed to elaborate 

BSP Gov. Rafael Buenaventura 
said "weak" demand for dollars at 
the Philippine Dealing System led 
to the slight recovery of the peso. 

"The buying pressure had eased 
afier we told the oil companies and 
other importers that we would offer 
them forwards cheaper than if they 
buy their dollar requirements now,” 
Buenaventura said after he came 
from a celebration in Malacalang 
of the BSP's cight anniversary. 

Forwards reler to buying dollars 
now at an agreed price for future use. 

‘The month-long pressure on the 
peso had built up after companies 
started buying green backs ahead 
of their huge dollar requirements. 
At the same time, exporters and 
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Survey says more Pinoys are hungry 


Don’t let high rating fool 
you, militants warn GMA 


BY ANDREA TRINIDAD-ECHAVEZ 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo should not let 
the reported rise in her net approval rating lull 
her into complacency, militant groups warned 
yesterday. 

"Even with a zero percent margin for error, the 
increase of 13 percentage points in her approval 
rating neither means a stabilization of the political 
climate nor а tend toward stability.” Sanlakas 
president Wilson Fortaleza said in a statement. 

The most recent Pulse Asia survey, con- 
ducted between June 15 and 26, reported the 
President's net approval rating as having risen 
by 13 percentage points from +28 in May to 
+41 in June. 

‘The survey noted that the President gained 
most from among the poorest class of Filipi- 
nos, the traditional base of support of jailed ex- 
president Joseph Estrada. 

In a meeting with bishops and businessmen 
in Malacafiang yesterday, the President was 
very appreciative of her latest approval rating. 

"The Lord is affirming that | must be doing 
something right,” she said in her speech. 
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BEWARE OF FAKE SUPPLIES AND MISREPRESENTATIONS! 


By JULIET LABOG-JAVELLANA 


SIXTEEN percent of Filipino house- 
holds are hungry, the Social Weather 
Stations has found. 

This is the highest figure recorded for bun- 
ger incidence since the polling firm began track- 
ing poverty levels in the country in July 1998. 

n its survey for March 2001, the SWS 
also found that 59 percent of Filipinó house- 
holds considered themselves poor. 

SWS head Mahar Mangahas reported these 
findings to the Bishops-Businessmen's Co 
ference, which held its 25th general assembl 
and Mass at Malacaflang yesterday with Presi 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo as guest of honor. 

In her speech before the bishops, the Presi- 
dent disputed criticism that her five-month- 
old administration has sidelined poverty alle- 
viation, in order to cope with the Abu Sayyaf 
and the Estrada loyalist political challenges. 

Аз a Christan President, Ms Macapagal sid, 
she wll "ing the face ofthe Redeemer” to the poor. 

Specifically, the President said th 
ernment would disburse P20 billion this year 
for the modernization of agriculture, includ- 
ing P6 billion for irrigation projects to spur 
productivity and uplift the lives of farmers. 

She ordered Health Secretary Manuel 
Dayrit to reduce the prices of medicines for 
the poor to half of current prices. 


Katipunan’s 109th 


anniversary marked 


HAD it survived as a movement, the Katipunan or 
(Kataastaasang Kagalang-galangang 
Katipunan ng mga Anak ng Bayan) of Andres 


KKK 
Bonifacio would be 109 years old today. 


1а observance of its founding anniversary, the. 
National Historical Institute and the city of Manila 
will spearhead commemorative activities beginning 
at 8 a.m. at the Katipunan Foundation Site, El Cano 


and C.M. Recto streets, Binondo, Manila. 


‘Wreath-laying rites will be led by the Office of the 
[anita city government, the National 
Historical Institute, the DECS- Division of City Schools 
Manila, Boy and Girl Scouts of the Philippines, the 
local government of Tondo, the Descendants (Kaanak) 
of Gat Andres Bonifacio and the Alagad ng Kasarinlan. 
‘A program will follow in which Manila Mayor Lito 
‘Atienza will deliver a message, while NHI chair and 
executive director, Dr. Pablo S. Trillana III, will give 
lk. NHI-historical education chief, 

Dr. Regino P. Paular, will give the welcome remarks. 
The response will be given by architect Arturo 
Valenzuela, grandson of Dr. Pip Valenzuela, one of 


President, the N 


an inspirational 


the trusted officers of the Katipunan 
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She said the figure of 170,000 families, 
which have titles to their land could be raised 
to 300,000 by the end of the year. 

‘She also said she has begun an emergency 
employment program for an initial batch of 
300.000 out-of-school and unemployed 
youths in Metro Manila to keep them from 
Joining opposition protests. 

Under Marcos 

In bis report dated July 5, Mangahas said 
that in a self-rated poverty (SRP) survey con- 
ducted in March, 59 percent of Filipino house- 
holds described themselves аз poor. 

This was three percentage points higher 
than the poverty incidence recorded in De- 
cember 2000, during the Estrada administra- 
tion, which was 56 percent 

‘The SWS report showed SRP statistics 
from April 1983 to March 2001—spanning 
five presidencies, starting from Ferdinand 
Marcos, Corazon Aquino, Fidel Ramos, 
Estrada to Ms Macapagal. 

The statistics showed that the highest 
SRP—at 74 percent—was recorded in July 
1985 during the Marcos dictatorship. 

The lowest was in March 1987 when 43 
percent of Filipino households rated them- 
selves as poor. 

Mangahas said that since 1997, there has. 
not been any government estimate on the in- 
cidence of poverty 


The SWS report showed that there were 
four instances when the government reported 
official poverty incidence—44 percent in 
1985, 40 percent in 1988 and 1991, and 30 
percent in 1994. 

Aside from poverty, Filipino households 
are afflicted by hunger 

Record high 

Mangahas said that in March this year, 16 
percent of Filipino families reported experi 
fencing hunger at least once during the past 
three months. Of this, 10.1 percent reported 
moderate hunger while six percent experi- 
enced severe hunger. а 

He said about one-third of those surveyed 
experienced not having anything to eat often, 
if not always 

“This is a record high ever since SWS 
started tracking hunger in July 1998," he said. 

Mangahas said there were no government 
statistics for hunger. 

Before March this year, the SWS recorded 
а 127 percent overall incidence of hunger in. 
all Filipino households in December 2000 
Where ® 5 percent experienced moderate, and 
42 percent, severe hunger 

By “moderate,” the respondents meant 
they experienced hunger only once or a few 
limes while "severe" means hunger was ex- 
perienced often or always, 

‘The households were asked if in the past 


three months they experienced hunger and did 
not have anything 10 eat only once, a few 
times, often or always. 

In his speech at the meeting, BBC national 
cochair Tose Concepcion Jr. said the group 
considers widespread poverty and social in- 
Justice as а contradiction of the Christian un- 
derstanding of what being person means, 

He said the goverment and private sector 
should give urgency tothe fight against poverty 
ard 10 help the poor get out of this vicious cycle 

Corruption 

Concepcion noted a statement of the World 
Bank president who said the poor were mainly 
affected by coruption in government. He also 
cited a WB report that said corruption has cost 
the country $48 billion in the past two decades 
ending in 1997, far exceeding the $40.6 bil- 
Tion foreign debi їп the same period, 

Не said the 20 percent of projet funding 
lost to corruption could be higher than the 
overnment's estimare: 

Concepcion expressed optimism, however, 
that poverty could be conquered under Ms 
Macapagal’s leadership, even if officially only 
one percent ofthe пайоай budget had been set 
aside by previous administrations ю Right poverty. 

Ms Macapagal was adamant tat alleviat- 
ing the plight of the poor was a top priority of 
her administration and that her goal was to 
win the Бе within the decade 


DOJ goes straight to top 


By ALCUIN PAPA AND 
ANDREA TRINIDAD-ECHAVEZ 


passed normal diplomatic channels and di- 
rectly requested German and Swiss minis- 
ters to provide more information on ac- 
counts held by Irene Marcos-Araneta in 
Switzerlasd in hopes of recovering the fa- 
bled Marcos billions. 

Justice Secretary Hernando Perez said 
Philippine officials were having difficulty 
tracking the Marcos heiress’ Swiss ac- 
counts despite a German investigation con- 
firming that the Aranetas “prepared” in 
February to transfer funds from a Zurich 
account believed to hold ill-gotten wealth 
into a bank account in Dusseldorf. 

“Yes, it is difficult. That's why we sent 
it (request for more information from Ger- 
many and Switzerland) on the (Cabinet) 
level because if it's on the embassy level 
Only, we might not be able to get it (money 
in the accounts) back. It needs to be done 
оп the ministerial level,” Perez told report- 
ers yesterday. 

He also said “we should be able to sub- 


THE DEPARTMENT of Justice has by- 


mit to the President by Monday the report 

concerning the investigation of the Irene 

‘accounts in Germany and Switzerland.” 
As of now, the DOJ has no plans of 


calling Irene to explain the attempted trans- 
fer. “As soon as we finish the report we 
shall think of our options” and confer with 
the Presidential Commission on Good 
Government on possible courses of action. 

The department is in the process of 
translating the German documents, which 
Perez said were basically "a confirmation 
of the fact that indeed Greggy and Irene. 
Araneta went to Germany and made sev- 
eral attempts" to transfer deposits from the 
Union Bank of Switzerland (UBS) into 
new accounts at Deutsche Bank. 

He added that the РО] has so far not. 
issued a hold departure order against the 
Araneta couple. 

‘Another obstacle to the recovery of the 
funds, Perez said, is finding out the exact 
location of the assets, believed to be worth 
billions of dollars. 

First, the trickiest partis finding out 
where the funds are. Apparently, what hap- 
pened was the attempt to transfer did not 


to get info on Irene accts 


materialize,” Perez said. 

Australian investigator Reiner Jacobi 
claims to have followed the trai of the money 
from UBS to accounts in Liechtenstein and 
elsewhere, and has extensive documentation. 
appearing to support some of his claims. 

Perez said that while the recovery of the. 
funds is far off, "it is running well." 

Officials from the PCGG and the DOJ 
went to Switzerland and Germany recently 
1o find oot more about the alleged money- 
laundering attempt from officials there. 

Militant groups urged the government to. 
inhibit the PCGG from joining any future 
investigations involving the alleged ill gotten. 
Marcos billions, saying that the agency had 
failed to prove its worth for 15 years. 

They also called on the government to 
immediately arrest the Aranetas. 

The Concerned Lawyers for Moral and 
Effective Leadership (Clamor) challenged. 
the govemment to include in its possible 
investigation a Makati-based law office 
which reportedly assisted the Araneta cou- 
ple in the alleged money-laundering 
attempt.With a report from Delfin T. 
Mallari Jr. PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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PHILHEALTH Advisory 


For Employers in 
the Private and 
Government 
Sectors 


PLEASE be advised that effective January 1, 2002, a new contribution schedule will be 
implemented in the payment and collection of contributions for all the employed members of 
the National Health Insurance Program (NHIP). 


Below is the new contribution schedule to be shared equally by the employee-member and the 


Monthly 
Salary 
Bracket 


Monthly Salary 
Range 


Total Monthly| 
Contribution 


Personal 
(s) 
ges. 


Share | Employer Share 
es) 
1292 : 


349959 and below 
350000 to P 359959 
400000 to P 4,499.99 
450000 to P 499999 
500000 to P 549999 
550000 to P 599959 
6900.00 to P 649999 
6500.00 to P 699959 
700000 to Р 749999 
150000 to P 799999 


P 750 P 
8750 
10090 
11250 
12500 
1750 
15000 
16250 
17500 
15750 


350000 
400000 
450000 
500000 
50000 
600000 
650000 
700000 
250000 


562 


75.0 
БЕ 
БЕ 
937: 


3750 
4575 
5000 


250 
875 


о Kffeetive 
January 1, 
2001 
0 
s 
0 
s 


кер Ж 
BEEBE omna na m = 


8000.00 to P 849959 
850000 ю P 899959 
900000 to P 9,499.99 
950000 ro P 9,999.99 
10,900.00 and ыр 


uueusewuuuuuuuus 


200000 
850000 
900000 
950000 

1000000 


20000 
21250 
22500 
25750 
25000 


1062 
1125 
1187: 
1250 


700.00 


A Effective 
0 


з 
0 
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Payment of monthly premium contributions for both public and private sector employers is on 
or before the 10th of the month following the applicable month through any of the 28 PhilHealth 
Accredited Collecting Banks (ACBs) and their branches nearest you. Failure to deduct and/or 
to consequently remit said contributions to the Corporation shall make the employers liable 
under the penal provisions of the National Health Insurance Act (Art. X, RA 7875). 


жын of the Phipps 
PHILIPPINE HEALTH INSURANCE CORPORATION 
Citystate Centre 

#709 Shaw Boulevard, Pasig City 
Healthline: 637-9999 Website: www.phithealth gov.ph 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


P2B SMILE. President Macapagal flashes one of the biggestsmiles seen on her face lately after she was! 
billion by Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas Gov. Rafael Buenaventura representing the government's share in the net income of the 
Central Bank for the year 2000. At right is Finance Secretary Jose Isidro Camacho. 


Remaining Abu hostages 
still alive, military claims 


Commute is part 
of work, ECC rules 


CAN WORKERS claim compensation for 
injuries sustained in accidents while going 
Ло and from work? 

Yes, said the Employees Compensation 
Commission in a ruling in the case of a 
forklift operator of the Universal Robina 
Corp. who was stabbed while waiting for a 
ride to work in 1998, 

The worker, Ronelio Galicia, filed а 
claim for hospitalization compensation un- 
der the Employees Compensation Program 
two months after the incident but this was 
disapproved by the Social Security Sys- 
tein. The SSS maintained the stabbing hap- 
pened outside his regular work schedule of 
10 pm. обат. 

On appeal, the ECC ruled in favor of 
Galica based on the "going to and coming 
from workplace" rule, which the commi: 
sion said applied in the case. 

The rule provides that an injury or death of 
a covered member in an accident, while going 
to or coming from the workplace, shall be 
duly considered compensable in the purview 
of Presidential Decree 626, which lays the 
basis for the Employees Compensation Pro- 
gram for government and private employees. 

The ECC said, however, the rule shall 
apply only when the employee’s commute 
is a continuous act, when he was not di- 
verted by any other activity, and when he 
did not depart from his usual route to or 
from his workplace. 

The ECC ruled that Galica’s injuries were 
covered under the rule since the incident 
happened while he was on his way to work, 
оп the route he usually took to get there. 

Investigation showed Galica was wait- 
ing for a ride to URC on Oct. 24, 1998 
when he was repeatedly stabbed in the back 
by still unknown assailants at around 9 
p.m. He was then taken to the Rizal Memo- 
rial Medical Center in Pasig City. 


Security tightened 
for revenue chief 


PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo has ordered besfed-up 
securi for Internal Revenue chiel Rene Bañez who has 
been receiving desth teats apparently in connection: 
Wi nis ongoing drive to rid the ах agency of rale 

ina speech before the 25t general assembly and 
annual meeting of the Catholic Bkhops-Businessmen's 
Conference at Malacaang, е President said she was 
behind Baez in his fot to clean up the tax bureau, 
and urged her listeners to do the same 

Me Macapagal said Bañez had been receiving death 
threats and she ordered the strengthening of his secu 
nity dei 

The President said she was "grateful" the Supreme 
Court muled in Bañez" favor and allowed the major 
revamp the commissioner was instituting to continue 

‘Several BIR officials hd gone othe Supreme Court 
fora temporary resting order to ry and зор бе 
revamp. Te high cour did ot grant iheir petition. 

шей, te President said, "he same people” who 
sued to stop Bañez were sull harassing him wilh a 
plunder charge they fled against him- 

She said Bañez was looking Tor a private lawyer to 
defend him from the ney charge, which was alleged io 
fave been commited when he was nthe private sector 

"The man is suffering for the good work he is 
doing” Ms Macapagal sa, 

Tet us pray ihat Rene Bañez will stay the course 
and keep warking she tod the bishops and business- 
mmen. Christine Avendaño 


7 Arab ‘tourists’ barred 


SEVEN Saudi Arabians were barred from entering 
the country yesterday after they failed to convince 
immigration officers they were simply tousists going 
to Mindanao. 

Mindanao has gained international notoriety as ће 
base of the Abu Sayyaf kidnap group following the 
abduction of foreign and local tourists. 

Philippine officials have tightened watch at all 
entry poris following reports foreign terrorists were 
оп their way to the country to aid and train Filipino 
Muslim guerillas. 

Immigration agents, unconvinced by the Arabs” 
claims they were merely tourists, booked them on the 
first flight back to Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 

“Their claim they were just going to visit Mindanao 
was very suspicious,” said Leonardo Cabanting, as- 
sistant chief of ће Bureau of Immigration at the Ninoy 
‘Aquino International Airport 

Тһе Arabs, whose ages ranged from 28 to 35 and 
who claimed io be teachers, arrived from Riyadh at 
around 3:30 p.m. on board Saudia Airlines, immigra- 
tion officer Rudy David said. 

When interrogated, they could not say where in 
Mindanao they were going. 


ZAMBOANGA—A\ least two Ameri- 
cans and 19 Filipinos held by Abu 
Sayyaf guerrillas are still alive and 
have been seen by government agents 
in Basilan, the military said yesterday. 

The report by "deep penetration 
agents” (DPAs), government infil 
tors on the rebellion-torn island, was 
the first confirmation of the captives’ 
location in almost a week. 

‘The military spokesperson, Lt. Col. 
Danilo Servando, also said guerrilla 
‘movements were being increasingly 
limited by а 5.000-member military 
task force sent to Basilan to rescue the 
hostages, including US Christian mis- 
sionary couple Martin and Gracia 
Burnham. 

"We have sightings of the remain- 
ing hostages. They (the Abu Sayyal) 
have no liberty to move in the areas 
controlled by them because of the 
troops” presence and information pro- 
vided by our DPAs.” Servando told 
reporters. т 

He would not say exactly where 
the hostages were last seen or what 
their condition was, saying only that 
they were in the Sampinit complex—a 
30 sq-Xm. expanse of tropical jungle 
in the hilly interior of Basilan. 

Two Filipino hostages walked free 
Tuesday, reportedly after a huge ran- 
som was paid. 

Servando said the two had told 
their military debriefers they һай 
been sleeping in an elevated area 
while in captivity, indicating the hos- 
tages were on one of the mountains 
in Sampinit. 

The two said the American mis- 
sionaries were still alive. The rebels 
have claimed to have beheaded a third 
American hostage, Californian 
Guillermo Sobero, but his body has 
mot been found. 

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, a retired 
armed forces chief, had warned the 
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Deregulation not culprit 
in oil price hikes-DoE 


By RONNEL W. DOMINGO 


ENERGY Secretary Vincent S. Perez yesterday 
appealed to consumers not to blame deregula- 
tion for the oil price increases, warning that a 
return to a regulated pricing regimen would only 
favor the oil companies. 

Perez said the spokesperson of one oil com- 
pany has admitted as much to him. 

Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corp. last week led 
off a new round of petroleum products price 
increases, raising its prices by an average of 37 
centavos per liter. 

The energy secretary explained the oil com- 
panies are guaranteed much higher profits in a 
regulated petroleum industry, depriving the con- 
suming public of certain benefits from govern- 
ment. 

According to data from the energy depart- 
ment, any government move to prevent oil price. 
increases would directly lead to losses of funds 
that would otherwise go to basic public serv- 
кез. 

А recent Department of Energy study showed 
that the government stood to lose P870 million 
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kidnappers, who say they are working 
to set up an Islamic state in the south- 
em Philippines, havé sent 50 recruits 
to train with the ruling Taliban in Af- 


Biazon said the information had 
been relayed to him by a Philippine 
official in a United Nations mission to 
Afghanistan investigating the training 
'of suspected terrorists there. 

"The report means “we will have to 
contend with a strengthened Abu 
Sayyaf.” he said on government tel- 


Washington and Moscow have ac- 
cused the Taliban Islamic militia, 
which controls much of Afghanistan, 
of harboring suspected terrorists, in- 
cluding Saudi dissident millionaire 
Osama bin Laden. 
Sen. Blas Ople, chair of the Senate 
оп foreign affairs, has asked 
the government to use diplomatic 
channels 10 convince the Taliban to 
rent the 50 suspected Abu Sayyaf 
members undergoing training in ter- 
rorism from returning to the Philip- 


But Ople raised reservations 
whether such negotiations could suc- 
ceed, noting that “the government in 
Afghanistan under the Taliban is not 
noted for honoring diplomatic initia- 


Meanwhile. the United Nations Se- 
curity Council has adopted a resolu- 
tion calling for, among other thing 
ап arms embargo against the Taliban 
and demanded the immedia 

down of their train 


shut- 
camps in Af- 


Under UN-SC resolution No. 1333, 
the Security Council insisted Osama 
Bin Laden surrender to the United 
States or any country acceptable to the 
US and the UN and have his trial held 
there. Armand N. Nocum, with an 


a month from tax res 


Erap favors live 
coverage of trial 


By ALCUIN PAPA 


GROUPS calling for live media coverage of jailed 
ex-president Joseph Estrada's plunder and corrup- 
tion trial got an unexpected boost from the accused 
himself 

In a surprise call to radio station dzMM from his 
Veterans Memorial Hospital “cell,” Estrada said he 
was amenable to live media coverage of his trial, as 
long as there would be no commentaries on the 
proceedings and only the prosecutors, defense law- 
yers and members of the court would be allowed to 
Speak. 

The Supreme Court last week rejected by a vote 
of 8 10 6 a petition to allow live media coverage of 
the Sandiganbayan trial, scheduled to begin next 
Tuesday. 

The high court said media coverage would vio- 
late the right of the accused to a fair and impartial 
trial and that justices would be swayed by public 
opinion. 

Yesterday, various civic groups led by 
Plunderwatch and the Bagong Alyansang 
Makabayan (Bayan) submitted a request for the Su- 
preme Court to review its decision. 

Noting Estrada's stance, Justice Secretary 
Hernando Perez said he was agreeable to live cover- 
age without commentary. The justice department, 
together with the Kapisanan ng тра Brodkaster ng 
Pilipinas (KBP), were the original petitioners for 
live media coverage before the high court. 

1Г the accused former president Joseph Estrada 
is willing to be covered, provided there is no com- 
mentary on the part of those covering the event, that 
would be acceptable to us,” Perez told reporters yes- 
terday. 

Bui Perez said Estrada's lawyers would have to 
confirm their client's statement (agreeing to live me- 
dia coverage) in open court "because tht statement 
might not be acceptable to his attorneys. 

in their letter to the Supreme Court, the civic 
‘groups said the Supreme Court's ruling against m 
dia coverage "(focused) on judicial frailty rather th 
what is expected of justices and judges.” 

"To premise any decision on human frailiy is the 
height of human folly and this is what the (SC's) 
majority opinion does." the letter said. 

“Our social realities show that it is not television 


! This we'd like to see! 


SENATE President Pro Tempore Blas Ople 
yesterday filed a resolution requiring all mem- 
bers of Congress to donate one month s salary 
to the government in a gesture of “solidarity 
with the suffering” Filipino people. 

Although the move is expected to raise only 
about P7 million, Ople said what is important 
is the “symbolic” gesture by the senators and 
congressmen of sharing in the people's eco- 
nomic plight. 

The 24 senators each cam a monthly salary 
of P37.000. while the 250 members of the 
House of Representatives make slightly lower 
salaries. 

‘Such a noble act of self-denial beginning 
with the members of Congress will bea decla- 
ration of solidarity with the suffering masses 
‘who bear the actual burden of supporting the 
economic recovery by their acts of sacrifice, 
such as foregoing higher wages until better 
times,” Ople said in a press statement. 

Оре said that if Congress sets the exa 
ple, the two other branches of government, 
the executive and the judiciary. might be in- 
spired to follow suit. Armand Nocum 
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High-speed 
chase turns 
to drug bust 


By C. ESGUERRA 


es, such as ifthe hree- д SPEEDING incident 


percent tariff on imported crude were to be lifted. 

This is because the lifting of the tariff would 
mean a one-peso cut in taxes and duties on 
transport fuels. 

The DoE said lifting the tariff would deprive the 
government of funds that could otherwise be used to 
build 16,000 housing units, or 2.000 classrooms, ог 
870 kilometers of roads. 

“Deregulation is stili а work in progress and we 
have yet to fully enjoy its benefits.” Perez said. 

Не pointed out that the telecommunications in- 
dustry was deregulated in 1994, but “it is only now 
that we are enjoying its full benefits." 

The law deregulating the domestic downstream 
oil industry was enacted in February 1998. 

‘The DoE said there are now 62 new oil firms, 
which together account for about 10 percent of the 
domestic market 

Perez argued that oil price increases were hardly 
unique to the Philippines. 

“(Local oil prices) are still one of the lowest 
among countries in the Asia-Pacific,” he said. 

He added domestic oil prices were even lower 
than in Thailand, which is one of the more widely 
accepted models of successful deregulation in South- 
east Asia. 


Palace attackers set free 


THE 147 pro-Estrada ralliers who were arrested 
during the May 1 siege of Malacaftang have been 
set free. 

The Department of Justice formally dropped 
the rebellion charges against them and released 
them from the custody of Pampanga Gov. Lito 
Lapid and the Department of Social Welfare and 
Development. 

"They were charged with rebellion, but afier 
examining their participation and upon motion of 
their lawyers, the President agreed the cases should 
be dismissed,” Justice Secretary Hernando Perez told 
reporters yesterday. 

Perez said that while the ralliers admitted “they 
had joined the event, they claimed they were just 
swayed by the shouts of 'sugod, sugod’ coming 
from their leaders. 

‘The justice secretary said tbe government does not 


intend to file any other charges against those released. 

“ОГ course, they were lectured and told to be 
Jaw-abiding citizens," he said. 

The ralliers were among thousands of mainly 
poor folk who had joined pro-Estrada demonstra 
tions at the Edsa Shrine and later marched to 
Malacañang apparently to take it over and re-install 
the deposed leader into power. 

‘The ralliers were represented by lawyer Persida 
Acosta. 

Perez said, however, rebellion charges against 
the political leaders of the May 1 attack would be 
pursued by the government, z 

“They (ralliers) were not part of the scheme to 
overthrow the government, only the leaders," he said. 

Former senators Ernesto Maceda and Juan Ponce 
Enrile are still facing charges of rebellion before 
local courts. Alcuin Papa 
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tumed into a drug bust 
yesterday. 

Police recovered 
around PA-million worth 
of shabu (methampheta- 
mine hydrochloride), 
from an alleged drug 
courier who met an acci- 
dent while trying to flee 
from the law. 

‘Supt, Nemesio Neron, 
Valenzuela police chi 
identified the suspect as 
Cosain Macapintal, 23. 
a native of Marawi City 
and residem of Manila. 

Police suspect thal 
Macapintal works as a 
courier for a major drug 
syndicate, Neron sai 

"The suspect was driv- 
ing along the North 
Luzon Expressway in a 
white Mitsubishi Lancer 
when he was flagged 
down for speeding by a 
patrol unit of the Pilip- 
pine National Construc- 
lion Company (PNCC) 
around 4 pam. 

Instead of pulling 
over, the suspect sped 
off, prompting РАСС 
officials to set up road 
blocks on the highway, 
radio operator Orly 
Lanuza said. 

Upon reaching the 
Valenzuela exit, the sus- 
pect made a U-tum and 
drove back toward 
Bulacan, Lanuza said 

But when Maca- 
pintal tried to make an- 
ther U-turn, his brand 
mew car rammed into a 
brown Nissan Califor- 
nia, according to inves- 
tigators. 


that is the cause of the flaws of the judicial system, 
bui social inequities,” they said. 

‘The group also argued that the right of the ac- 
cused to a fair and impartial trial was the responsi 
bility of the judges. 

"Being human should not be an excuse for un- 
Jjustness, I the justices think their conclusions would 
be influenced by television, they should stop watch- 
ing television. If the justices think that their opin- 
ions will be shaped by (others), they should be barred 
from administering justice." 

The groups also argued for free speech. 

"The right of the people to information on mat- 
ters of public interest and public concern is 
umbilically linked to the right to free speech. With 
‘out this right, no informed decision and no meaning- 
ful speech is possible." 

"The groups pointed out that CNN has beamed to 
the world the trial of former Yugoslav President 
Slobodan Milosevic who is facing an international 

ral for war crimes. 

he international criminal court has allowed the 
television coverage of the Milosevic trial, and this is 
the standard set by the United Nations, which does 
not see any violation of the right to a fair and impar- 
tial trial. 

їп a statement to media, Bayan argued that live 
media coverage would prevent Estrada's lawyers 
from “unnecessarily putting up constraints just to 
delay or prolong the trial, The same goes for the 
prosecution. We would know first hand if they are 
‘wavering or have compromised the people's case." 

In the same d2MM radio interview, Estrada lashed 
‘out at Ombudsman Aniano Desierto and accused the 
media of bias. 

irada criticized efforts by Desierto to have him 
transferred іо a jail cell. 

“Even if | am more comfortable here (the Veter- 
ans hospital), 1 am not free, I have no freedom of 
movement. | am just here in my room,” Estrada sai 

He accused Desierto of "(wanting) to making 
things as hard for me as possible.” 

Estrada, 64, was moved to the military hospital 
‘on May 12 for treatment of bronchitis and emphy- 

He said Desierto and his other detractors “are 
showing off, they want to make a name for them- 
selves.” by going after him. 
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Gloria 
won't do 
‘cha-cha’ 


ANOTHER resounding 
бозо Chanter change 
President Масара- 
sal-Arroyo yesterday 
Urged Congress to drop 
proposals to amend the 
Constitution. warning 
that the volatile issue 
would “divide the coun- 
ty at a time when we 
have much bigger prob- 
"Any effort to 
change the Charter will 
be untimely, expensive 
and divisive Iwill dis- 
tract us from our pri 
es and ^ major 
the President 
an opening 
statement at her weekly 
We wouidalibe helped 
И we jot forget Chaner 
he woki pones: 
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Te BUSINESS Confidence Index, a measure of 


local businesses’ perception of economic and political 

conditions, dropped 18 points to 94.1 points in June, 
putting it below the 100-point benchmark. The index was, 
however, higher than the 70.5 points registered six months 
ago in December. 

The latest BCI survey of local businesses was conducted 
on June 23-26, which is a political 
temperature reading of the first six 

=—————= months of the administration of 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. It was taken in the 
midstof twounsettling developments: the rise of kidnappings 
and other crimes in Metro Manila and the Abu Sayyaf 
hostage-taking at the Dos Palmas Resort in Palawan. These 
events prompted business chambers and organizations to 
conclude that the law and order problem was responsible for 
this “confidence” plunge and gave them an opportunity to 
criticize the government for its incapacity to end the Abu 
Sayyaf crisis quickly and to stem the tide of urban criminality. 

During the Estrada administration, the business community 
traced the lowconfidencerating to bad governance, corruption 
and incompetence in the management of the economy and of 
the country in general. Today, the culprit is different: a 
breakdown in law and order. 

There is clearly a need for the government to step up its 
campaign to check criminality. But the business community 
also has this bad habit of always shifting blame to the 
government—whether it be Estrada's or Macapagal's— 
and away from its own failure to put money into the 
economy. The economy cannot expand and growth will not 
spurt withoutinvestments. The inflow of foreign investments 
has slowed, partly because of the economic recession in 
Japan and the major Western economies. If local 
businessmen are waiting fora turnaround in othereconomies 
before putting their money in new enterprises, we will never 
see any respectable growth that will create more jobs. 

Local businessmen have the habit of looking for an ideal 
business environment before investing in the domestic 
economy. They are pampered, they are reluctant to take 
risks and they want to have things handed to them ona silver 
platter. Foreigners who get their information from TV tend 
to view the kidnappings as a nationwide phenomenon. 
Local businessmen should know:better. 

There are opportunities available for investment from 
domestic sources, with prospects of reasonable profits. 
With foreign investments slowing down, it becomes all the 
more important that local businessmen take the initiative to 
redeploy their resources to domestic economic opportunities 
instead of parking their money outside the country while 
waiting for better times to come. In fact, part of the reason 
for the deterioration of the dollar-peso exchange rate is the 
flight of local business capital. 

The history of economic development in this country 
shows a heavy dependence on foreign investment, not 
domestic capital resources. This experience is unlike South 
Korea's, whose phenomenal economic growth was driven 
by domestic capital formation and did not depend too much 
on foreign loans and foreign capital. Our businessmen love 
to spend capital from other countries to spur domestic 
growth. 

It has been said that in the Philippines the private sector 
is the engine of growth. This is true, but at the same time, the 
private sector depends too much on the government to 
create a favorable business environment. Today, the issue is 
no longer corruption and governance. But businessmen 
have found another issue—law and order—to draw attention 
away from the fact that they are not doing enough to explore 
opportunities for domestic investment. 

Foreign capital sources tend to invest in stable home 
economies, and this explains why little capital is flowing to 
most parts of Asia, which is now plagued by political 
instability. If local businessmen pump more resources into 
the economy, instead of waiting for foreign capital to flow 
back, they would help stimulate growth and therefore create 
jobs and income that help calm social and political unrest. 
Domestic businesses'have to put a stop to blaming the 
government for all the woes of this country. They know 
public resources for development and growth stimulation 
are pitifully low. They must do their part. 


Thinking for ourselves 


CLERK of Court Luzviminda D. Puno of the 
Supreme Court en banc, my ahijada when she 
married lawyer Reynato S. Puno during the 60s 
and when they renewed their marriage vows 25 
years later, Rey being then already a member of. 
the high tribunal, sent me a copy of the recent 
decision of the Supreme Court barring television 
coverage of the Estrada trials at the Sandigan- 
bayan. 

1 read the decision immediately and learned 
that the majority opinion written by Justice Vitug. 
was concurred in by seven other members, in- 
cluding Justices Kapunan and Sandoval- 
Gutierrez, who filed separate concurrences. Jus- 
tice Puno submitted the principal dissent and was 
joined by five others, including the Chief Jus- 
lice, with Justice Panganiban filing a separate 
dissent. One justice was on official leave. 

What struck me upon reading the various 
opinions was not the merits of the contending 
factions but the way they all, except for Justice 
Panganiban, based their conclusions on the rul- 
ings of American courts on the issue. The ma- 
jority opinion relied mainly on the case of Estes 
v. Texas, 381 US 532, which was the basis of the 
1991 resolution of our Supreme Court barring 
television coverage of court proceedings. Not 
content with this, Justice Vitug cited nine other 
US cases in support of his conclusion affirming 
such resolution. Similarly, Justice Kapunan, їп 
his separate opinion, invoked six US cases, and 
Justice Sandoval-Gutierrez mentioned all of eight 
such cases in hers. 

Justice Puno, for his part, was no less assidu- 
ous in his research on American jurisprudence. 
He called attention to six cases, all decided in the 
good old USA reversing the old ruling in Estes 
and allowing television coverage of court trials 
subject to certain guidelines. The gist of his argu- 
ment apparently was that even if we might have 
followed that old case 10 years ago in light of 
conditions then existing, we should now be guided 
by the change in the rulings of the US courts 
which now allow television coverage of court tri- 
als under certain prescribed limitations. 

All this invocation of American jurisprudence 
to support the pros and cons of the question be- 


HONOLULU—The Fourth of July is the 
ultimate in American hoopla and exuberant 
display of patriotism. A good friend on the 
mainland stopped our telephone conversation the 
day before because he had to put up a flag to 
celebrate that glorious occasion the following 
morning. There's more fireworks than all the 
New Year's Eve celebrations you can remember, 
more picnics on the beach you can think of, and 
more polemics on what the American Revolution 
has meant more than two centuries after the 
British were expelled. 

Music also took to the fore. A nearly whole- 
day Independence Day Celebration covered by 
National Public Radio featured "AII American" 
songs by the country's greatest composers at the. 
foot of the Lincoln Center in Washington, D.C. 
among other places. The music of Copeland, 
Gershwin, Bernstein and Sousa repeatedly 
played as America celebrated its 225th birthday. 
1а fact the theme of the musical celebration was 
“Politics Takes a Holiday.” 

‘Composition after composition exalted the 
two major icons of American life: the flag and 
the White House. Sousa's "Stars and Stripes 
Forever" with its marching beat evokes among 
Americans the same fervor that we Filipinos feel 
when we hear “Bayan Ko." Actually, politics did 
not take a backseat on this day because 
Gershwin's "Of Thee I Sing” was part of the pro- 
gram. That musical piece satirizes American 
Politics, particularly the infighting that takes 
place in the circles of power. 

Yes, indeed, music and politics do mix occa- 
sionally. The week before in Honolulu, the UST 
Singers were in town to launch their 2001 Pa- 
cific Concert Tour. They were hosted by the Phil- 
ippine Consulate. They're world-class and they 
have performed a total of seven international 
concert tours starting in 1993 under the expert. 
baton of their director, Prof. Fidel Calalang Jr. 
"Tinig ng Pilipinas" was their repertoire and they 
were to present a mixture of the classics, spiritu- 


OPINION 


A. Cruz 


fore the Court smacks to me of “idolatrous rev- 
erence” for judicial precedents—and foreign pre- 
cedents at that. As a member of the high tribunal 
years ago, | used to scoff at my colleagues who 
never missed the opportunity to cite US decisions 
to decide local issues best resolved in light of 
local conditions and sentiments. Perhaps they 
were sincerely influenced by such decisions 
(Cbrainwashed” might be the better term) ог 
maybe they simply wanted to display their post- 
graduate diplomas. In either case, they were not, 
in my view, being realistic in ignoring our own 
native setting as a guide to our own conclusions. 

‘We appreciate the assistance foreign decisions 
offer us, and not only from the United States but 
also from Spain and other countries from which 
we have derived some if not most of our own laws. 
1 myself have occasionally cited them. But we 
should not place undue and fawning reliance upon 
the doctrines of other courts and regard them as 
indispensable mental crutches without which we 
cannot make our own decisions through the em- 
ployment of our own endowments as a separate 
nation. We live in a different ambience and must. 
decide our own problems in light of our own in- 
terests and needs, of our qualities and even idio- 
syncrasies as a people, and always with our own 
indigenous concept of law and justice. 

The burden of the majority opinion i$ that we 
should do as the Americans do because they are 
correct citing the arguments raised in Estes v. 
‘Texas. The dissenting opinion argues along the 
same line and says that, conformably to the 
American cases that have reversed the Estes case, 
we should now also change our mind like a pu- 
pil obeying his teacher. In short, according to both 
the majority and dissenting opinions, the policy 
we should observe is follow the leader, the leader 


Music and politics 


COMMENTARY 


Belinda A. Aquino 


als, international and popular, as well as Filipino 
pieces, and excerpts from musicals..Being a 
musical illiterate, 1 didn't intend to attend, al- 
though I sometimes think of myself as an ad- 
mirer of the arts. Also, since we do get a lot of 
Filipino choir groups in Hawaii, I've heard many 
of them in the past. But I'm glad I went because. 
the UST Singers showed that the musical is also 
political 

After their “Filipiniana Suite" they went into 
the finale entitled “Pilipinas Kong Mahal.” 1 
thought it was just the usual number to the tune of 
"I Love My Own, My Native Land" to end the 
night. But all of a sudden, a member of the choir. 
stepped forward, composed herself and began her. 
speech, which began with, "With the recent ouster 
of a Philippine leader believed to have betrayed 
our nation’s trust, with the rage of the public driven 
by demagogues crying “foul” to the new gover- 
ment, with the heightened political tensions 
brought about by last month's interminable polls, 
with the depredations of an extremist group from 
the south who kidnapped and snatched a nation’s 
peace, you hear and read about the troubled times 
the Philippines is going through.” 

was astounded, as most in the audience were, 
because'we were all unprepared for this “intro- 
duction” to the final number. But I thought this 
choir, and especially this member, was quite 
gutsy to politicize the evening. That took a lot of 
courage. 

She went on to say that the choir's finale 
‘would be a medley of Filipino songs arranged 
by Calalang, which celebrates the spirit of pa- 


being the United States. 

Stressing the judicial trend in the United 
States, Justice Puno observes that “forty-seven 
states now allow television coverage. Only three 
states ban cameras in the court room—New York, 
South Dakota and Mississippi.” So how should 
that affect us? Should we also allow television 
coverage of trials in the Republic of the Philip- 
pines because of the example given by 47 states 
in Mother America? As there is trial by jury in 
the United States, should we also dutifully es- 
tablish the jury system here? Must we always 
dance to the tempo of the US courts as if we were 
still an American colony? 

The majority is not necessarily always right, 
even if the minority is not always wrong. It may 
be right although outnumbered; being outnum- 
bered does not signify it is in error. Millions of 
people voted for many of our failed or unprin- 
cipled politicos, only to realize the folly of their 
foolish choices. In any event, courts do not de- 
cide constitutional issues by the number of pre- 
cedents the parties may invoke against each other. 
This principle is especially significant in the case 
at bar, because the Supreme Court—our Supreme 
Court—is practically writing on a clean slate 
except for the 1965 case cited by the majority. 

Having said all this, 1 venture my own opin- 
ion on the merits of the case and side with the 
dissenters. Subject to appropriate precautions to 
avoid the circus atmosphere feared by the ma- 
jority, television coverage of the Estrada trials 
should be permitted to allow the greatest num- 
ber'of people direct access to the proceedings. 
Otherwise, they will get only second-hand in- 
formation about them from the edited and possi- 
bly prejudicéd reports of the print and broadcast 
media. Only a handful of privileged persons can, 
be accommodated in the Sandiganbayan court- 
room but millions of Filipinos can watch the trial 
on television, 

Philippine culture and American culture are not: 
identical. We have different outlooks in our laws 
and traditions, Americans place reverent value on- 
the oath, but most Filipinos perjure themselves as 
a matter of course. What is sauce for the goose is: 
mot necessarily sauce for the gander. 


triotism, a distinct Filipino trait, she said, that had 
endeared our people in the freedom-loving world. 
“In this number,” she continued, “we shall bring 
to you the plaintive lament of a people oppressed 
by poverty and exploitation, the burning desire 
for peace and freedom, as well as the option to 
draw blood but only as a last resort..." 

1 thought the impassioned political speech 
would never end. But it did on a high note: "Our 
culture, our traditions, our legacy that has been 
handed down to us by our forebears are treasures. 
that we have fought for, that we shall forever fight 
for. This idea, we shall have to put in music.” Of 
course, the inevitable “Bayan Ko" was part of this 
ardent breast-beating through music. Incredible! 

As the medley ended, another choir member 
brandished and waved a Philippine flag to the 
audience's delight and standing ovation. On hind- 
sight, the Filipino red-white-and-blue gave a 
good run for Sousa’s stars-and-stripes-forever. 

T congratulated this feisty choir member later, 
and she said her name was Lynnette Kristin 
"Jingbee" Mendez. She said part of the credit for 
her daring speech goes to lier father, an RTC 
judge in Iriga, Albay. The speech was a product 
of two brains, she added, as her father gave her 
some lines and ideas before the choir’s farewell 
concert in Manila. (Don't you think, Judge 
Mendez, wherever you are, that your daughter 
should have been a politician? She'd be a prize 
catch for the "new politics” that the current ad- 
ministration hopes to establish.) 

If they weren't leaving the following morn- 
ing, 1 would have asked Jingbee to come to ту 
political science class to lecture on music and 
politics in the Philippines. Congratulations to her 
and the whole group for putting ой such a knock- 
ош of a musical show. And for free at that! 


Belinda A. Aquino is professor of Political 
Science and Asian Studies at the University of 
Hawaii at Manoa where she is also director of. 
the Center for Philippine Studies. 
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GMA gaining approval among тр supporters 


MALAYA featured an interesting graph on its front 
page last Thursday showing the erratic movement of 
the peso over a four-year period, starting with the 

firtoncial crisis in July 1997. The graph showed the up 
and down movement of our currency as it responded 
хо various crises in our national life. For instance, 
toward October 2000, with all the exposés hitting the. 
Estrada administration, led by the Singson exposé, the. 
рео skidded, reaching an all-time low of almost P56 
to'a dollar in January this year, at the height of the 
political instability. With the assumption of President 
Macapagal, the peso shot up to P47, buoyed up by the 
change. Now it’s down again, pulled down by various 
crises such as the kidnappings by the Abu Sayyaf and 
criminal syndicates as well as the mistakes of the 
previous regime. There are also fears that artificially 
created demands on the peso are further draining the 
tight dollar supply, driving the exchange rate upward. 


1t should also be pointed out that the current. 
weakening of the peso is very much related to the 
worldwide economic gloom afflicting the world’s 
financial markets, and this is the big fear of the 
Asian region. For instance, Japan's economic ex- 
perts warn that the world's No. 2 economy may 
have already lapsed into its fourth recession in а 
decade. Its gross domestic produet contracted by 
0.2 percent in the first quarter and they're expect- 
р Worse results in the second опе, The US 
'onomy is also in bad shape, and in fact our ma- 
г export, computer microchips, has been very 
much affected by the slackening in US imports. 
Although the President's 57-percent approval rat- 
ing (subtracting the 16-percent disapproval rating, she 
ий а 4l-percent net approval rating) in the June 15-26 
Pulse Asia survey was not as high as her 63-percent net 
approval rating in March this year. the Palace has every 
reason to be happy about it. Nol only did the survey 
show a big improvement over her April and May rat- 
ingsand а gain in all the income classes, Ms Macapagal 
also posted the biggest increase in approval rating, 23 
percentage points. among the lowest income bracket, 
‘class E, which has been a bastion of deposed President 
Estrada's support. And thirdly. her most impressive gains 
were registered in Mindanao (from 3 to 36 percent) and 
the National Capital Region (from 18 to 48 percent). 
‘The Palace said the survey 
Ms Macapagal's pro-poor projects were paying off, 
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and this is true. But to my mind, the 33-percent in- 
crease in support for Ms Macapagal in Mindanao is 
Just as significant, for this means that she is slowly 
winning the battle for the hearts and minds of the 
people there. What makes Mindanao a special case is 
that with some exceptions, its Christian population, 
ош of an intense Feeling against the Мого secession- 
ists, approved of Estrada's all-out war policy and the 
bombing of their camps. This approval was demon- 
strated in the lst elections, when Christian Mindanao 
voted predominantly for Erap's Puwersa ng Masa. 

For instance, ligan, where Ms Macapagal grew up, 
voted 13-0 in favor of the РМ, and as Iligan Mayor 
Franklin Quijonao, a kababata of hers, explained to her. 
it was not a vote against her, but more like a reward for. 
Erap for his war policy. General Santos, the Байык 
of Erap' allies, the Antoninas, gave а 12-1 vote to the 
РОМ. The only area in Mindanao where the People 
Power Coalition won was in the Caraga region, and Ms 
Macapagal atributes this to the strong leadership of PPC 
leaders like Rep. Butch Pichay and the Barbers. Rep. 
‘Ace Barbers proudly told this columnist at Vice Presi 
dent Tito Guingona’s birthday party that his district de- 
livered an 8-4-1 vote for the PPC. 

‘One month afer the elections, Ms Macapagal has 
registered a significan increase in approval rating on 
the big island. Perhaps they are now seeing that the 
all-out war policy only dragged the island down espe- 
cially in terms of economic development. 

‘The record speaks for itself and Mindanao’ 
leaders, both Christians and Muslims, cannot i 
nore them: the big island thrives far better in times 
of peace than in war. During the Ramos era, when 
peace negotiations were concluded with the MNLF 
and begun with the MILF, Mindanao registered 
growth rates that were far higherthan the national 
rates, in fs 
Macapagal has discarded the all-out war policy of 


Erap and returned lo the negotiating table; the re- 
sult was the ceasefire agreement forged last month 
in Tripoli, Libya, between the government, led by 
Vice President Guingona, and the MILF. A major 
resolution born there is to develop former MILF 
camps as a joint socio-political and economic ven- 
ture for Mindanaoans, to be undertaken by the 
government and former rebels with the assistance 
of key Muslim countries which support peace there. 
The other day a check for over $1 million was 
handed by the Saudi ambassador to the President. 
for Mindanao's development. Next month she will 
уйй Malaysia, which played a major role in bring- 
ing the MILF to the negotiating table, and which 
will soon host the second round of the peace talks. 

1 queried Bukidnon Rep. Miguel Zubiri about what 
‘could truly bring peace to Mindanao and unite the people, 
and he said that perhaps a mini-Marshal plan for the is- 
land could work. He siressed that it's still the poverty of 
rural Mindanaoans, both Christians and Muslims, that 
ought to be alleviated through more work opportunities. 
and the delivery of basic services. On the other hand, 
presidential adviser for regional development Paul 
Dominguez, former President Ramos" point man in 
‘Mindanao, stresses that there is no substitute for selling. 
the peace process al the grass-roots level, not as an impo- 
sition from the top. This is true, but the problem is that 
grass-roots education takes a while longer. Moreover, sell- 
ing the fruits of the peace process has to be done by vari- 
‘ous sectors such as the Church, government and busi- 
ness in a more aggressive and creative way. 

‘The Jesuit Communications and Jesuit Music 
Ministry is sponsoring a concert, “Pananagutan: A 
Lifetime of Music & Love,” tonight and tomorrow 
evening at 7:30 pom. at the UP Main Theater in 
Diliman. И will feature the well-loved Filipino Mass 

r. Eddi eras, S.J.. who is considered 
as the father of Filipino liturgical music. Father Honti 
has written hundreds of songs, including "Kahanga- 


“Paghahandog ng Sarili.” He has inspired and influ- 
enced a number of younger Jesuit composers of songs 
of worship. The concert features the Manila Philhar- 
‘monic Orchestra under the baton of Gerard Salonga, 
tobe joined by Carol Banawa, Noel Cabangon,a 100- 
voice choir and Fr. Manoling Francisco. Tickets cost 
P100, P250, P500 and P1000, For inquiries call 426- 
35971 ог 426-6101 ext. 3425. 


Language and intimacy 


IN HIS autobiography. written 20 years ago, 
writer and educator Richard Rodriguez says his 
life story is necessarily “the history of my 
schooling." More specifically. his book, entitled. 
“Hunger of Memory: The Educ: 
Rodriguez." is a book about language, about how 
language served to both help him assimilate into 
the American mainstream, and alienate him not 
just from his original language of Spanish, but 
from his family, especially his migrant parents 
"The boy, who firs entered a classroom barely 
able to speak English, 20 years later concluded 
his studies in the stately quiet of the reading room. 
in the British Museum. Thus with one sentence 1 
сап summarize my academic career. It will be 
harder to summarize what sort of life connects 
the boy to the man. 

‘The slim volume that 
tempts such a summarizat 
private world of intimacy he shared with his family 
to the public world of citizenship and belonging. 
accessed mainly through the adoption of English. 
But at what cost? As Rodriguez writes: "Once 1 
spoke English with case, I came to [ecl guilty. I felt 
that ad shattered the intimate bond that had once 
held the family close, This original sin against my 
family told whenever anyone addressed me in Span- 
ish and I responded, confounded.” 

Is it language that defines family? Rodriguez 
says no, for intimacy has a language all its own. 
But how will intimacy be nurtured without inti 
mate communication? And is it not parents, anx- 
ious to speed their children along into the main- 
stream, Who accelerate the process of separation 
and distance’ 


his autobiography at- 
а journey from the 


eee 
MY father could speak English and Spanish 
ind any number of regional languages, but 
could barely make do with Filipino (then called 
Tagalog). My mother was educated at the 
Philippine Normal School (now University) and. 
she remembered being ridiculed by classmates 
for her fractured Tagalog. 
Because my parents spent the early years 
of their marriage in my mother’s hometown 
in Pangasinan, my older siblings’ first lan- 
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guage was Pangalatok. Thirty years ago, 
people were already saying that Pangalatok 
was a “dying language,” at least in our part 
of Pangasinan, as we were being overrun by 
Hocano migrants. People still say that today, 
in Pangalatok. 

By the time my second sister and I were 
born, the family had migrated to Manila and 
was well on its way to 
About the first d 
moving into the big city was that starting 
us (number five and six), Pangalatok would 
be banished from our home. She did not want. 
us to acquire the notorious Pangalatok accent, 
which she felt would mark us as hicks. But, 
not being all that fluent in Tagalog, she chose 
to raise us with English. 

Igrew up with English as my first language. 

With time, I would learn Tagalog. from my 
siblings, the maids, classmates and T V. But be- 
tween the younger batch of siblings and my 
parents, only English prevailed. 1 must have 
been about 12 or 13 before I felt I could speak 
10 my parents in Tagalog. Before then, to use 
Tagalog with them would have been too fa- 
miliar, if not somehow impolite. 
THE REST of this story has to do with my 
attempts to overturn my mother's well- 
intentioned attempt at social mobility, her desire 
to case our way through the long and difficult 
ascent to social acceptance. 

Tam sure she would not have understood why 
my husband and I made a conscious decision at 
the start of our marriage that any children we 
‘would have, we would raise in Filipino. 

1 am sure, too that she would regard with 


puzzlement my earnest attempts to speak in Fili- 
pino whenever asked to address a crowd or ap- 
pear on the broadcast media. My husband laughs 
that to this day he can almost "hear" me thinking 
in English, even as my tongue stumbles to find 
the Filipino equivalent. 

But, reading Rodriguez recount how, in adopt- 
ing for his own the public language of his adopted 
land while abandoning the language that would 
have allowed for seamless intimacy with his par- 
ents, 1 cannot help wondering how much this lin- 
guistic whirligig had cost me and my parents. 
‘Would we have been much more intimate if we 
‘were able to talk to each other in Par 

Meeting an elderly Jesuit who 
tant maternal relative, he chides me for not be- 

able to hold up my end of a conversation in 
Pangalatok. 1 must say at this point that 1 can 
understand Pangalatok, as well as llocano, but 
my tongue stiffens (an irony, because Pangalatok 
is supposed give onc a "stiff" tongue) when I try 
to form the words. 

AND now we come upon the double, if not 
triple, dislocation of the next generation 
growing up abroad. 

My sister'sthree children call the United States 
home, and they all understand Filipino. But while 
the two older ones speak it reasonably wel, й is 
the youngest who must ke prodded to use Fili- 
pino when Pinoy guests come to visit. 

Reading Rodriguez, my nephew's face comes 
to view, the mix of resentment and embarrass- 
ment that washes over his features as he tries to 
saya few words in Filipino, Heartlessly, we laugh 
at his efforts and the twang in his Filipino. So it 
is with a twinge that I read Rodriguez tell the 
story of how his relatives would deride him, as 
he desperately tried to frame his thoughts with 
the right words in Spanish: “Pocho!” a word 
that means colorless or bland. 

Т cannot help wondering if Mama would 
not have, in her own fashion, been delighted 
by this grandson's American accent. As far 
as she would be concerned, I wager, it would 
be the ultimate vindication. 


Implications of the Mehan Gardens issue 


IT appears to me patently unfair for some people 
to claim that the Mehan Gardens was neglected 
for well-nigh 20 years. Wasn't it just four or five 
years ago when then Mayor Fred Lim 
commissioned a monument to Andres Bonifacio 
for P15 million to commemorate the Centennial 
and had it installed in the area? To be frank, I'm 
not crazy about it, but the ex-mayor did have the 
place landscaped. If 1 remember correctly, the 
late unlamented Centennial Commission also put. 
up a concrete structure symbolizing Mabini's 
buhay kuba or some such thing and again cleaned 
up the surroundings. So it sa little unfair to imply 
that Lim, with whom. I had my usua 
disagreements, did zilch 

As a matter of fact, Lim to his credit did try to 
establish a city museum at the former Army & 
Navy Club building although it was obviously 
under-capitalized. Certainly it was something 
much more significant and worthy than another 
restaurant, which is what you've got now. 

‘Shortly afterwards, the American Chamber of 
Commerce and-US Ambassador Thomas 
Hubbard offered the collection of 25,000 books 
from the Jefferson Library that was closing, to 
the City of Manila. The proposal was that one 
wing of the building would house the donation 
and be a reading room for the students of Ma- 
nila, The chamber would pay for the renovation. 
At the time 1 even proposed to Mayor Atienza 
the creation of a foundation that former Ambas- 
sador Juan Rocha was willing to head to main- 
tain the library. Need I say more? 

Obviously nothing happened and the books 
were finally donated (if I'm not mistaken) to а 
private college. As for the public school students, 
sorry na lang kayo. | have no idea why my fel- 
low Filipinos keep believing this pro-poor line 
that Joseph Estrada’s PR thought up and every 
other two-bit politician has taken up with alac- 
rity. When are they going to realize that it’s all 
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vested interests and the next election? 

In the meantime, the buzz seems to be that the 
conservators are as usual too late and they didn’t 
give a hoot about the condition of the Mehan Gar- 
dens until Manila's wonderful mayor wanted to 
serve the poor by constructing this humongous 
building for their college. (By the way. does any- 
body know what the budget is and where it’s com- 
ing from? And while we're at it, since the school 
is free, how much will it cost io run.and again 
"where will the money come from? You see the 
first president of that college, Ambeth Ocampo, 
quit. His reason, 1 understand, was that there was 
no money to run it properly. It would be interest- 
ing to find out why bis successor quit, too.) 

‘While I am amused by Manolo Quezon's ob- 
servation that the preservationists in this country 
are notorious for losing all their causes (you have 
to admit it's kinda funny, if it weren't so sad for 
future generations). But 1 do not find it amusing 
in the least to have to tell government officials 
that they owe it to the poor, who do not live in 
subdivisions and thus have no gardens and parks, 
to maintain open spaces for their use. It is also the. 
duty of the government to preserve and protect. 
the heritage of the country which is why the de- 
struction of the Jai-Alai Building was so obvious 
а symbol of just how much interest the govem- 
ment really has in preserving the Filipino heritage. 

As for the Mehan Gardens, | was informed 
that another government agency, the National 
Historical Institute, could ask the courts to issue 


a temporary restraining order without having to 
post a bond, unlike an NGO. This agency, by the 
way, would like to have the architectural heri- 
tage of the country as its sole responsibility but 
if it cannot stop the disappearance of a historical 
site, how are we to trust it with the rest? I's the 
same agency that didn’t protest the reclamation 
of Manila Bay on the grounds that it wasn’t his 
torical. Sec what | mean about the government? 

No one to this date has answered (a) why the 
Jai-Alai Building had to be demolished when the 
‘money to build the Hall of Justice was not avail- 
able yet, and (b) why can't the GSIS building 
behind City Hall be used for the City College? It 
they've got the hundreds of millions to put up а 
new building, surely that money would be more 
than enough io remodel the GSIS building? On 
the other hand, despite evidence to the contrary, 
maybe Manila is swimming in money and not 
garbage. 

1 would like to present a simple proposal based 
оп the state of penury the Philippines and the rest 
of us appear to find ourselves in. Why can't the 
President declare a moratorium on the construc- 
tion of new buildings, followed by a directive that 
old buildings should be remodeled and reused i 
stead? This is, of course, only if it’s true that we're 
broke since, given the lack of transparency, one 
never knows what's really going on. 

As for the subject of government construc- 
tion, haven't any of you wondered why we never 
have architectural or sculptural competitions in 
this country? One would have imagined that the 
young and talented should be given a chance, 
and yet everything is a negotiated deal. No won- 
der we're losing all the professionals. 

Let me just say what I've been saying all 
along: Open your mouth and say your piece. 
You've kept quiet long enough, and look at the 
bloody mess we're in. And I don't mean the 
Mehan Gardens alone. 


" 


A margarita a day 


1 AM an overseas contract worker. I am not a nurse or some kind of 
medical personnel (the only items you will find inside my medicine 
cabinet are mouthwash and plaster). I am not a maid or, to be politically 
correct, a “housckecper” (I haven't cleaned out my own room in months, 
and you could get lost in there if you are not careful). These jobs are 
honorable enough, but 1 just can't see myself doing a triple bypass, or 
making sure that the right amount of fabric softener is added to the final 
пзе. 

1 was always 
good, though, at be- 
ing the resident 
"tanggera" during 
parties with friends 
(don't pour more or 
lesstha'sthe way — We want to know what the young are thinking 
lomakethebotleof abour, What are their thoughis on eed 
Tum last all nigh. We welcome contributions from the 
and dreamed of љғепгухоте!іп and bel 
working in a glam- 
огоц bar somewhere. So when | was offered a job to work as а bar- 
lender overseas, 1 grabbed it. It beats sitting in your room, waiting for 
the next party to start, and the money pays the bills. Besides, the idea of 
being the female version of Tom Cruise in “Cocktail” was too good a 
chance to pass up. 

And so here Г am. For almost six years now, | have been blending, 
shaking, stirring and making cocktails and mixed drinks. You want 
fancy drink, complete with the tiny umbrella? No problem, Г can do it 
with my eyes blindfolded. I can even throw and juggle around some 
bottles for you, if I ат in the mood. T сап tell what's in a drink by just 
sniffing it. сап run the 100-meter dash while carrying a tray loaded 
with beer mugs without spilling a drop. I have read every book on the 
subject, and have mastered drinks like the “Flaming Lamborghini.” 1 
have attended training sessions and paid for courses on the subject. I 
have certificates galore. I consider myself а professional in this field 

But I would also like to think of myself as a part-time psychiatrist. 
People come up to the bar and start blabbing away about their prob- 
lems. Marriage problems, money problems and of course, the all-time 
favorite, in-law problems—yes, sir, І have heard them all 

People come to me because I act exactly like your friendly, neigh- 
borhood shrink, and they don’t even have to pay for the "sessions." 
Nothing to it really: you just glance at the “patient” once in a while, nod 
when you are supposed to nod, and say, “Yes 1 see,” when it is appro- 
priate 

Tam really good at it now. Guests would come to order a drink and 
talk, and leave an hour later, pissed out of their skulls but happy with 
the thought that someone sympathetic (that's me) was willing to listen 
10 them. And all I get after a night's work is a stiff neck from all that 
nodding. Sometimes 1 cannot even remember what the topic was all 
about. You know what they say. "In in one ear, out the other.” 

‘There are certain days, though, when I feel low myself. Being away 
from your country can be difficult. The greatest malady afflicting an 
overseas worker is homesickness. No Sunday lunch with family and 
friends, no hot lugaw when you are sick, no good night kiss from your 
kids 

The job itself can be very taxing. And it does not help the situation 
when your bar manager is the reincamation of Hitler. You dare drop 
your washcloth for a cigarette break, and he'll make you sorry you 
‘were ever born. 

Sometimes it seems too hard to go on working abroad, and there are 
days when 1 just want to pack up and go home. Working in a different 
country with a different culture ean be maddening. 

1 is when a guest comes to me to talk about his headaches that I see 
my own life from a different perspective. When guests start the night's 
"Spill-your-guts-out" session, I come to realize that, hey, these people 
have got it worse than I do. Suddenly my own problems scem trivial 
compared to the problems of these poor souls. Suddenly it occurs tome 
that being away from one's kin isn’t the end of the world. With a little 
sacrifice and hard work, I can carry on. It is in times like these when 1 
sce that my life isn’t so bad after all 

Thighly recommend this to all who feel that their lives have hit rock 
bottom: Try listening to other people's problems once in a while. It will 
make you realize that your own problems are far from the worst. Lis- 
tening to others has become a sort of therapy for me. Definitely it does 
wonders to my self-esteem. Compared to my favorite guest who tells 
me that his mother-in-law invents new ways of torturing him every day, 
my life is a walk in the park. 


Youncsioop: 
Jenny 


Jenny, 29, works in a five-star hotel in rhe Middle East, but most of her 
relatives think she is a bank manager there. 


WHATEVER HAPPENED ТО...? = 
Case against Sin 


SERAFIN and Ruby Cheng filed charges of breach of contract 
With damages against Rev. Msgr. Ernesto Cruz of the St. 
Alphonsus Mary de Liguori Parish in Makati and Jaime Cardinal 
Sin. The case was filed with the Makati City Regional Trial Court 
‘on March 31, 2000. 

In the complaint, the Chengs claimed that the parish was operat- 
ing the Gardcn of the Risen Clvist cemetery where the remains of 
persons in case of exhumation, or ashes in case of cremation, may be 
placed in exchange for moncy. Sin was included as a respondent 
because, as the archbishop of Manila, he has jurisdiction over the 
parish. 

In their complaint, the couple said they had initially made a reser- 
vation for a niche and paid P1,000 as a reservation fee on April 20, 
1996, when the cemetery was still under construction. They went 
back in the afternoon of the same day to pay the additional amount 
of P39,000. When they were told that three niches were available, 
they decided to get all three and issued a check amounting to 
P120,000. They were given a receipt with the heading “The Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Manila” along with the name of the parish, 
and a "certificate of privilege" bearing the signature of Cruz and 
Sin, 

Serafin Cheng visited the place in November 1999 and was sur- 
prised to see that the remains of another person were buried in one 
Of the niches they had paid for. He demanded for an explanation 
from the administration of the parish but was simply ignored. 

The couple consulted their lawyer and sent a letter to Cruz on 
Dec. 23, 1999. When they didn't get any reply, the lawyer sent a 
follow-up letter on Jan. 21, 2000. They still got no written reply, but 
were instead verbally offered a different niche. 

They rejected it because it was far from the other niches. They 
asked for three adjoining niches like those they had paid for but the 
priest failed to comply with their demand. They then decided to file 
the complaint with the Makati RTC. 

The civil case was raffled off to Branch 136 presided by Judge 
Jose Bautista. On April 6, 2000, he ordered all the defendants to 
appear in court. The respondents separately filed motions to dismiss 
in May 2000. 

On Aug. 25, 2000, Bautista retired from the judiciary and the 
case was assigned to Judge Ricardo Rosario of Branch 66. On Dec. 
1, 2000, Rosario denied the motions to dismiss filed by the defen- 

lant. 

On Jan. 29, 2001, Judge Ignacio Capulong of Branch 134 took 
over the case. Then on March 12, he ordered both parties to meet 
with the mediator, Larry Dima 

Case status: On May 11, 2001, Capulong issued a “judgment on 
compromise agreement.” The complainants agreed io return the 
niches they paid for in exchange for four quarterly payments of 
P135,000 by the respondents beginning April 30, 2002. 

Armin Р. Adina, PDI Research Department 
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Poor need relief quickly 


IN THE NAME of national sccurity, 
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
granted P10 billion to modernize the 
‘Armed Forces of the Philippines. 
This gift on the occasion of the Air 
Force's 54th anniversary was gene- 
rously given at atime when the poor 
majority has to contend with chronic 
peso devaluation and the latest 
round of oil price increases by Shell 
and other oil ‘giants. This anni- 
versary gift was also granted while 
students and their parents were 
feeling the weight of another round 
of tuition hikes in both private and 
public schools. 

By pledging to increase the sal- 
ary of soldiers, the women and men 
in the military will definitely saluto. 
President Macapagal. Yes, she has 
impressed upon the military officials 
that speed is her motto. But we are 
greatly disappointed that the Presi- 


ер cT 


| 


Discrimination 
based on work 
and descent 


I WISH to bring attention the 
position taken by the government of 
India regarding the issue of caste- 
based discrimination at the various 
‘meetings held preparatory to the UN 
‘World Conference Against Racism, 
Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia 
and Related Intolerance (WCAR) to 
be held in South Africa in August 
2001 

Untouchability, incomprehen- 
sible atrocities, denial of land and 
housing, rape and murder with im- 
punity, restriction to the most dehu- 
manizing and underpaid work and 
denial of basic education are seri- 
ous forms of discrimination that 


dent has yet to prove her speed in 
granting the poor Filipino workers" 
demand for a P125 wage increase 
as well as the teachers" and other 
‘government employces' demand for 
Tong overdue increases in salaries 
and benefits. 

Earlier, Ms Macapagal also 
proved her speed when she called 
for a special session to pass the 
Omnibus Power Reform Bill—vir- 
tually another anti-poor bill that will 
hand over a public utility to profit- 
hungry foreign and local monopo- 
lies. 

As church people, we are con- 
cerned that her adherence to the 
policies of privatization, deregul 
tion and liberalization will definitely 
translate into ever increasing cost of 
Ой and oil products, water, electric- 
ity and local goods. Local agricul- 
ture and industries, if left without 


Gesture of appreciation for traffic aide 


THIS is in reference toa photo taken 
by Emie Sarmiento and published 
in your newspaper last June 26. It 
was a picture of a traffic aide at the 
‘comer of Dapitan and A.H. Lacson 
Streeis in the act of receiving some- 
thing from a jeepney driver. 

Tam a faculty member at the 
University of Santo Tomas, and ev- 
ery day I walk through this intersec- 
tion on my way to work. In fairness 
1o the person involved, I'd like to 
share some of my observations. 

This traffic aide has been at his post 
for some years now, if Fm not mis- 
taken, since the time when dancing 
copselsewhere in the metropolis were 
in the headlines. 1 have to admit that 


government subsidies and price 
controls, usually go bankrupt, close 
shop or get swallowed up by for- 
eign and local monopolies, 

We urge the President to demon- 
strate her speed when and where 
poor Filipinos urgently need it. If 
she sees that the poor are suffering 
from chronic price increases, why 
‘would she go slow in imposing oil 
price controls and immediately 
scrapping the oil deregulation law? 

Оп July 23, the opening of Con- 
gress and the President's State ofthe 
Nation Address would be an occa- 
sion for President Macapagal to de- 
clare her administration's priority 
bills and medium-term economic 
development plan. On that day, 
church people will commune with 
the Filipino masses in a multi- 
sectoral rally to push for the people's. 


I'm not really sure if the person in- 
volved is indeed a traffic aide or if he 
is in the payroll of the Metropolitan 
Manila Development Authority forthat. 
matte. I have seen some jeepney driv- 
ers give him some coins, sometimes 
by just throwing them on the pavement. 
Inmy opinion, jecpney drivers do 
so voluntarily as a sign of apprecia- 
tion for the aide’s work of facilitat- 
ing the flow of traffic in the intersec- 
tion. This isn't mach different from 
donations drivers voluntarily give to 
barangay volunteers who man the 
railroad crossings at P. Margal Street 
ог Maria Clara Street in Sampaloc. 
So it would seem unfair to ac- 
cuse the aide of receiving tong from 


We believe that far more impor- 
tant than modernizing the military 
is speeding up the delivery of basic 
services like housing, education, 
health care and job security to the 
common Filipino people. As soon 
as she grants the demand for wage 
increase and much-needed price 
controls, church people and the Fili- 
pino masses will salute her like the 
soldiers and military officials did 
during the PAF anniversary.— 
ROBERT DE CASTRO, secre- 
tary general, Promotion of 
Church People’s Response, 3rd 
Floor, NCCP Bldg., 879 Edsa, 
‘Quezon City 


Eyesores 
being removed 
from Edsa 


ISALUTE the Metropolitan Manila 
Development Authority for remov- 
ing the advertising signs along the 
strip of the Metro Rail Transit Line 
3 that extends from Taft Avenue in 
Pasay City to North Avenue in 
Quezon City. 

Ifthis wasn’t done, it would soon 
have obscured the view of the MRT 
Line, become a hazard to motorists 
and could even cause road acci- 
dents. 

The MMDA under Chair Ben- 
jamin Abalos seems to be taking 
steps to maintain the cleanliness and 
upkeep of our public infrastructure, 
including streets and highways, by 
controlling the proliferation of vi- 
sual clutter in the major thorough- 
fares of Metro Manila. particularly 
Edsa.—EIMA C. LORIO, 1391-D. 
Corrigidor St., Guadalupe Nuevo, 
Makati City 


drivers in retur for allowing them 
to pick up and unload passengers at 
the intersection. His is a thankless 
job actually, and to appreciate that, 
‘one should try having Dapitan's 
morning pollution for breakfast 
without a mask. Besides, it would 
be asking too much from the aide to 
expect him to stand in the middle of 
the intersection directing traffic one 
moment and then run after erring 
drivers the next moment. Appre- 
hending these violators has to be the 
job of another MMDA officer. 

I'm just hoping that my perspec- 
tive could balance the picture a 
bit JOSE BERGANTIN, 1260 
Craig St., Sampaloc, Manila 


BAGHDAD— The victory proclaimed by Iraq against US and British 
efforts to impose "smart" sanctions was seen here Wednesday as а 


powerful nation. 

"Iraq will bury any new attempt" to maintain the embargo “through 
resistance and the support of its brotherly and friendly countries," 
boasted the Ath-Thawra newspaper, mouthpiece of the ruling Baath 
party in Baghdad. 

President 
Saddam Hussein, 
meanwhile, paid 
tribute to “the hon- 
orable stand 
adopted by Russia 
in the face of the. 
evil colonialist 
project.” 

Russia's objections to the US-backed British proposal for "smart" 
sanctions scuttled plans to unveil a retooled embargo. As a result, 
the 15-member UN Security Council voted unanimously on Tues- 
day to extend the oil-for-food program in Iraq for five months, back- 
ing away from a showdown over the sanctions reform. 

"The US proposal has failed and all other hostile proposals will. 
go the same way,” said the government daily Al-Jumhuriya. 

“The US administration must learn the consequences of this and 
reconsider‘its policy toward Iraq," warned Babel, another daily run 
by Saddam's elder son, Uday. 

This first reversal for US President George W. Bush's Iraq policy 
comes at a time when not only Russia, а strong supporter of a lifting 
of sanctions, but Iraq's neighbors have rallied around the embargo- 
struck country. Prior to the Security Council vote, Iraq had warned 


Farouk Choukri 


cooperated with smart sanctions, Egypt, Syria and Jordan duly in- 
formed UN Secretary General Kofi Annan of their opposition to the 
proposed revamp, a major blow to the Bush administration, 

Just as galling is that more than 10 years after the 1991 Gulf War, 
most Arab countries have resumed contacts with Iraq, while Egypt, 
Syria and Tunisia have this year signed free-trade agreements. 

Furthermore, dozens of Arab and European planes have landed 
in Baghdad since the reopening of the Saddam International Airport 
last August, despite the embargo, which Baghdad says is respon- 
sible for the deaths of 1.5 million Iraqis. 

The governments of the United States, Britain and France will 
"try to fabricate another proposal to impose through scheming, black- 
mail and pressure,” Ath-Thawra predicted. 

“It is highly likely the United States will undertake a new mea- 
sure against Iraq to confirm its domination over the world,” a West- 
em diplomat in Baghdad told AFP. 

Acting US Ambassador to the United Nations James Cunningham 
vowed Tuesday to continue efforts to impose narrower, tighter sanc- 
tions on Irag. "It is now apparent that agreement within the (Secu- 
rity) Council to change radically our approach to Iraq is not only 
desirable. but achievable,” Cunningham said 

‘And US State Department spokesperson Richard Boucher said: 


try to bring itself into line with what the other members of the coun- 
cil are doing.” 

Iraq argues that a UN oil-for-food program launched in 1996 to 
allow Baghdad to export oil in exchange for food and other essen- 
tials such as medicine does not meet the 22 million population's 
most basic needs. 


Council rolled over the program for just one month while it consi 
егей the new set of sanctions. 
“The resolution adopted Tuesday by the UN Security Council is 


program.” the diplomat posted in Baghdad told AFP. 

But Iraq took its time to make an announcement on a renewal of 
exports. 

Traq's minister of state for foreign affairs, Naji Sabri, said “the 
new UN Security Council resolution is still being studied. We will. 
announce our position according to our national interests.” AFP 


Iraq sees end of embargo 


step closer to scrapping an embargo that has crippled the once- . 


neighboring countries of a cut in lucrative trade and oil links if they | 


“We think it’s important also for Russia to consider its position and. " 


Baghdad cut off its crude exports on June 4, after the Security ЕЯ 


in line with Iraq's request to renew the oil-for-food humanitarian 


Boorish SSS employee Small part of Arroyo landholdings placed under CARP 


characterize the condition of some 


190 million Dalits in India and sev- 
eral more millions around South 
Asia and other parts of the world. 
‘The unjust and reprehensible treat- 
ment of the Dalits due to caste-based 
discriminations is well-known and 
well-documented. 

In examining the periodic report 
of the Indian government (1996), 
the Committee on the Elimination 
of Racial Discrimination, the moni- 
toring body of the implementation 
of the International Convention on 
the Elimination of Racial Discrimi- 
nation noted that although constitu- 
tional provisions and legal texts ex- 
ist to abolish untouchability and to 
protect the members of the sched- 
uled castes and tribes and to protect 
them from abuses, widespread dis- 
crimination against them and the 
relative impunity of those who 
abuse them point to the limited ef- 
fect of these measures. 

Tn addition, the Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination 
Against Women and the Committee 
‘on the Rights of the Child also note 
that the caste system presents an ob- 
stacle to the realization of the rights 
of women and those of children. 

Тас СЕВР considers discrimina- 
tion based on caste to be discrimina- 
tion based on descent as defined in 
the Intemational Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination. Similar discrimin 
tion básed on social status can be seen 
not only in India but also in South 
Asia, Japan and parts of Africa. 

Considering this reality, the UN 
sub-commission on the promotion 
and protection of human rights 
adopted a resolution on discrimi- 
mation based on work and descent 
last August, To sum up the perspec- 
tive of the UN human rights mo 
toring bodies, discrimination based 
on caste and related to descent and 
‘occupation against Dalits and vari- 
ous other marginalized communi- 
ties constitutes a major violation of 
human rights and is therefore non- 
negotiable and not subject to ques- 
tion, 

‘The issue of caste-based discrimi- 
mation must not and cannot be ex- 
cluded from the world conference. 
NELIA SANCHO, Asian Women 
Rights Council (AWHRC)-Manila. 
office, awhre_manila@ yahoo.com 


LAST month, I tried to submit the 
Social Security System claim for 
death compensation on behalf of my 
mother for the death of my father, 
Salvador M. Cinco (SSS No. 07- 
0014748-2). 1 did this because my 
mother is an old and infirm woman 
suffering from various ailments: 

In the SSS office in Bacolod 
City, the SSS claims processor told 
me to come back because, she 
said, 1 needed to submit my mo- 
ther's special power of attorney 
empowering me to submit her 
claim. She further said that it 
would be a violation of the rules. 
for somebody to submit a claim 
without the claimant's express au- 
thorization. 

Alter producing the needed docu- 
ment, сате back in the third week 
of June and dealt with the same ben- 
efits processor. Lexpected that by this 
time she would accept the papers that 
T intended to resubmit. 

Twas wrong. This time she flatly 
refused to accept my mother's pa- 


pers and insisted that the old 
‘woman do it herself. 

Mind you, not only do I object 
to the unreasonableness of this re- 
quirement because it was duplici 
tous and arbitrary, 1 also resent her 
disdainful, high-handed and arro- 
‘gant manner. Frankly, Iwas shocked 
that this particular SSS employee 
expected claimants to kowtow to her 
to get results. 

Itis very unfortunate that at this 
time when it is getting flak from 
several quarters for being misman- 
aged and milked by the vultures of 
our bureaucracy, the SSS has em- 
ployees who insult its members. 

Tam not expecting special treat- 
ment, only simple courtesy and ser- 
vice. But if the SSS rank and file 
cannot practice these simple virtues, 
the management should take a long, 
hard look at its hiring and firing 
policy so that it can get rid of such 
boorish characters.—JOLLY 
CINCO, c/o Bata National High 
School, Bacolod City 


Пиѕогіоѕ had a ‘normal marriage’ 


TREAD with interes your article on my 
father's last will and testament in your 
July | issue. The contents of your report 
‘were generally correct, except for the 
following: 

Firstly it is not true that my father 
‘and my mother were at odds. My mother 
was always on my father's side and he 
with her. They were never separated or 
estranged because of some mistress, as 
the article claimed. During the time he 
was married to my mother, he always 
came home. To support this, 1 suggest. 
that you read certain sections in my 
mother's book where she quoted verba- 

m my father's actual testimony before 

the Court of Appeals. He stated that he 
and my mother lived together for more 
than 50 years; that they had a normal 
marriage with the usual differences; and 
that he loved her and wanted to live with 
her. These statements are in the records 
of the Court of Appeals. 

Secondly, it is not true that my 
‘mother jumped on the car during that 
habeas corpus hearing on March 23, 
1999. The fact of the matter is, and this 
is again quoted in the book and fully 
supported by evidence, here was a prior 
agreement as a condition for not having 
my mother present in the court, that my 
mother and father will get together af- 


ler the hearing. Unfortunately, my sis- 
ters and their many security guards 
rushed my father away and the driver 
of the getaway car was instructed to run 
us over if necessary. One of our family 
friends, Marilyn Tan, was seriously in- 
дитей and she has filed a complaint be- 
fore the Department of Justice. 

Thirdly, my father's getting a court 
order restraining my mother from go- 
ing nearer than 500 meters to him was 
absurd and that order has lapsed. My 
father was diagnosed with Alzheimer's 
їп 1996 ог five years ago. Copies of his 
medical reporis are available in my 
mother's book. 

Unfortunately, my father was not 
able to make decisions on his own. He 
yas taken away by my two sisters and 
kept away from us forthe last three years 
зо that they could transfer to their per- 
sonal accounts substantial conjugal as- 
‘sets without my parents’ and certainly 
without my mother's consent. Agai 
this was also taken up in my mother's 
book, which 1 would appreciate you 
would take time to read fully in order to 
get a complete picture. 

1 hope the narration provides you 
with a clearer picture of the actual 
facts and events. —MARIETTA К. 
ILUSORIO, Makati City 


THE FAMILY of Mike Arroyo has. 
placed a small portion of its entire. 
Sugar haciendas under land reform. 
Placed under the Comprehensive. 
Agrarian Reform Program were 
571.36 hectares located in Negros 
Occidental. It is widely belicved, 
however, that the Arroyos own 
thousands more of hectares of sugar 
haciendas in the towns of Isabela, 
Binalbagan and La Castillana. 

The 571.36 hectares placed un- 
der CARP were those in the follow- 
ing Arroyo haciendas: Hacienda 
Bakan, Hacienda GG, Hacienda 
Alaja and Hacienda JMA (Jomari 
Arroyo). Moreover, these lands 
were placed under CARP as early 
as 1998, but the Arroyos refused to 


redistribute them quickly to the ben- 
eficiaries. It was only afier Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo became Presi- 
dent that the Arroyos decided to give 
way to the CARP process. 

But only "at the right price"— 
and for them that means P250,000 
per hectare. Based on various esti- 
mates made by financial institutions 
and agronomists, this price is too 
high. A UP Los Bailos associate 
professor in agronomy places the 
correct price at not more than 
P60,000 per hectare, the land cost 
which the beneficiaries can afford 
to pay out of sugarcane production. 

Unorka therefore protests the de- 
ception peddled by the President and 
the First Gentleman about the issue of 


Past, present and future of RP football 


WE usually say, “No one is indis- 
pensable.” But this time; 1 have to 
disagree. 

You see, my dear friend is “Mr. 
Football” to me and thousands of 
other kids whose lives he touched 
in Negros, where he learned the ru- 
iments of the game and all over the 
country where he inspired so many 
to love the world's No. 1 sport. 

He had only one dream outside 
of his own family: to elevate Fili- 
pino football to the same level with 
other Asian countries. 

He believed in the Filipino booter. 
He wanted to remind all of us that 
‘our national team even beat Japan in 
the 1968 Tokyo Asian Games 1-0. 
And nów Japan has not only quali- 
fied for the last 1998 World Cup in 
France but will also play host to next 
year's 2002 World Cup. 

‘When Philippine Football Federa- 
tion president Rene Adad called me 
опе Tuesday moming with the shock- 
ing announcement about his untimely 
death, only one thing was on my mind 
for hours: Why? Why now, when he 
жаз at the peak of his life? 

He was the only Filipino to reach 
the top echelon of the world's most. 
powerful sports organization, the 
Federacion Internacionales de 
Futbol Asociaciones (Fifa), and he 
was flying high. For several years, 


he was match commissioner of sev- 
eral international games for the 
Asian Football Confederation and 
was assigned for one month in the 
last 1998 France World Cup for Fifa. 
in-St. Etienne. 

The day before his death, he had 
just arrived home after being a 
signed for three weeks in South 
Korea by Fifa for the qualifying 
match for the 2002 World Cup in 
Japan/Korea. 

He realized his dream at the age 
of 42 years and there was no stop- 
ping іт. > 

He was a younger brother to me, 
having been his “roommate” for the. 
past decade in several countries all 
over the world, both of us being 
members of the AFC and Fifa com- 
mittees. We had so much fun. 

Не was everywhere—Davao, 
Dumaguete, Iloilo, Palawan, etc. 
and, of course, our beloved home- 
ground, Negros Occidental 


land reform in the latter's estate. 10547 
deception comparable to then President: 
Corazon Cojuangco-Aquino's "land? 
reform” inthe 6.A00-hectare Hacienda 

Luisita and Joseph Estrada and 

Danding Cojuangco's scheme in thé 
4.000-hectare ECJ orchard. 

Unorka has learned that farm: 
workers in the other Arroyo haci 
endas are preparing for a series of 
militant actions like the occupation: 
of the Arroyo estate to force th 
Arroyo family to subject their ћасі 2 
endas to land reform.—ERI 
CABAUIT, Pambansang Ugna; 
yan ng mga Nagkakaisa at Nag- 
Sasariling Organisasyon sa Kana- 
yunan, 262 15th Ave., Barangay 
Silangan, Cubao, Quezon City 


Now, we do not know where to:: 
pick up the pieces. Or even wher 

to start. We were all dependent о 
him. He was the past, present and > 
future of Philippine football. 

Why, Lord? Why now? 

Two weeks ago, thousands: 
trooped to pay tribute to a pas 
sionate football Hall of Famer, in- 
cluding the top Fifa officials fror 
Malaysia, Japan, Indonesia, etc. 
Only then did 1 start getting the, 
answers. 

Maybe, it is only his death that 
can awaken and lift this country 
to greater heights in this wonder- 
ful sport. For sincere and loyal afi- 
cionados to devote more time and 
give a lot more for “his sake.” This 
is the only way for others to show 
that Cris Monfort did not die in 
vain. 

So long for now, Cris, my dear 
friend, brother and inspiration —REP. 
MONICO О. PUENTEVELLA 
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GMA, Sin call divorce bill un-Filipino 


(From page A1) 


measure. 

But the President urged lawmak- 
ers not to entertain the bill, saying 
that they should come up with 
mdasures to strengthen rather than 
‘weaken the institutions of marriage 
and family. 

The Filipino family is in dan- 
get because of the plan of a few to 
institutionalize divorce in the Phil- 
ippines. This should be opposed,” 
Mis Macapagal said. 

“I believe we should resist di- 
vorce becausc it will weaken the 
Filipino family. It will enervate the 
home, it will erode society,” she 
added, 

"I believe we should protect the 
‘mandate of the Constitution on the 
sanctity of the family,” she said, 


Peso gains . 


(From page A1) 


overseas contract workers continued 
to hold on to their dollars in the hope 
that the peso would further weaken. 

Following a doomsday scenario 
painted by some analysts, the market 
Was expecting the peso to slide to P60 
to $1, according to Buenaventura, 

"Buenaventura said the scenario was 
based on the unresolved pence-and-or- 
der problem. 

‘A trader from a foreign bank said 
the BSP yesterday sold between $10 
million and $15 million at the PDS. 
‘Transactions reached a modest $73.5 
million compared with the previous 
day's $111.06 million, 

‘After its meeting with several 
bank treasurers last Thursday, it seems 
some of the guys took the BSP seri- 
ously and advised their clients not to 
hedge,” said another trader, this time 
from a local bank. 

‘Buenaventura and his deputies met 
with the treasurers of JP Morgan 
Chase, Citibank, Deutsche, HSBC and 
Standard Chartered Bank, and with 
representatives of the Bank of the Phil- 
ippine Islands and the Metrobank 
Group. 

‘The bank officials were told not to 
engage in any speculative activity that 
may put undue pressure on the peso. 

"During this time of volatility, we 
‘wanted to remind them of their social 
responsibility. It was also to remind 
them that we are looking at their sales 


Worry-free. 


adding that the family is the central 
unit of society and “the basic source 
of our national bond and fraternity.” 

She also branded divorce “a 
threat to marriage that could still 
last, to a family that could still be. 
saved.” 

Sin added: “The strength of the 
nation is in the family. Destroy the 
family by a bill like divorce and all 
the other values will come crum- 
bling down. It only takes common 
sense to see this.” 


Divorce and poverty 

‘The cardinal said divorce would 
"increase the number of poor peo- 
ple in our midst. Divorce will bring 
about more spiritually impoverished 
children because their spiritually 
impoverished parents do not like to 
keep their marital commitments.” 


and their actions,” Buenaventura said 

А year ago, the BSP issued а 
memorandum asking banks to submit 
details of any transactions worth 
{$10,000 and above. 

А stricter monitoring of transac- 
tions led to the investigation of more 
than 20 banks and foreign exchange 
corporations. 

Buenaventura said the currency risk 
protection program was an option that 
oil companies and big importers could 
avail themselves of, instead of buying 
their future dollar requirements now. 

"We told them why they were wor- 
ried when the BSP could sell them 
forwards at P54.50 to 51 if they really 
believe the peso would hit P60,” he 
said. 

The currency risk protection is a 
mechanism thai could mean gains to 
an oil firm if the peso continues to 
weaken. It could mean losses for the 
firms if the local currency recovers at 
a time of the bet's maturity. 

"The BSP chief said that based on 
the central bank's monitoring of the 
foreign exchange movement, it was 
corporate demand and lack of sellers 
that were pushing the peso down. 

He said there were no signs of capi- 
tal flight at this time unlike during the 
ime of former President Joseph 
Estrada. 

He was hoping that inflow from 
export earnings and overseas workers 
would start coming in aggressively so 
that the liquidity problem on the for- 
eign exchange market could be solved. 


Biazon said last week that his 
bill sought to amend the country's 
family code, which only allows le- 
gal separation and annulment. The 
law bars legally separated couples, 
but not annulled individuals, from 
remarrying 

"Our civil laws on marriage justify 
and allow separation of married cou- 
ples under certain circumstances, but 
forestall both spouses from pursuing 
marital ties with others," Biazon said. 

No to tithing 

Sin issued a separate statement yes- 
terday to oppose a proposal to imple- 
ment voluntary tithing as a practice in 
Catholic parishes nationwide. 

‘The Church should not even be 
talking about tithing at all while most 
Filipinos are wallowing in poverty he 
said. 

“Talking about it is irreverent when 
we consider how the poor are suffer- 
ing,” Sin said. "What the Church 
needs now is not more money but more 
determination to live like Chris 

He said he does “not favor obliga- 
tory tithing. 1 do not even favor dis- 
cussing this issue at this time.” 

Sin's statement was in response to 


an announcement made last weekend 
by Msgr. Ding Coronel, spokesperson 
of the Catholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines. Coronel said that par- 
ishes would soon implement "volun- 
tary” tithing, the practice of donating a 
tenth of one 

group. 

Coronel made the statement during 
а meeting at the national convention 
of the Council of the Laity. Bishop 
Nicolas Mondejar of San Carlos, 
Negros Occidental, revived the topic 
Mondejar first raised the issue of tth- 
ing during the Second Plenary Coun- 
cil of the Philippines in 1992. 

Sin, however, said “all these de- 
bates about tithing are desecrating the 
Church of the poor." 

Rich when poor 

1 offends me because й hurts the 
poor," he said. “I am against it be- 
Cause it distracts us from the real vital 

"The Church was strongest not 
when the Church was richest, most 
Powerful and most influential,” Sin 
said 

He said the Church was richest 
when Francis of Assisi, Teresa of Je- 
sus and Mother Teresa "taught us the 
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SOLID agreement between President Macapagal and Catholic bishops, 
Rev. Ramon Villena (at left) and Cardinal Vidal on the immorality of divorce. 


power of being poor children of 
me 

"What the Church needs now is 
more piety not tithing. What the 
Church needs now is more simplicity 
mot more debates. What the Church 
needs now is not more money but 


said. 
Coronel had been quoted as say- 
ing: "is up to your conscience If you 
wil give or no. .- The practice i 
biblical and we encourage the parish- 
ires to do it especiali thy Tave 
een blessed Wilh а report from 
AFP ore 
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Okinawa rape may d 


lead to revision in China 


HONG KONG The death toll from 
Typhoon Utor's (‘Feria’ in the Philip- 


of US forces pact f Were. 


region in 20 years appeared to be los- 
ing its sing afier hitting land in China. 
TOKYO—Japanese Foreign | was tims fr Washing and Tokyo sex wigih Okinawan woman, whois ae e es 
ini i id "lorespondtothefeclngsandsufferngs 1 her 
Minister Makiko Tanaka said шр in Okinawa.” Japan then asked the United States Patched emergency teams to the cities 
yesterday Tokyo may revisea “" Following the 1995 rape of a 12- to hand over Woodland to Japanese of Shantou, Jieyang, Shanwei, 
pact governing the presence of year-old Okinawan girl by three US authorities, but Washington only fi- Halon ad Hans so wolle ац 
US forces in Japan after the Serviceman which prompid an ou пау agreed io surrender Mim Iste o ooo NM 
alleged rape of local woman cr Wotan geo ym, Turd asgari i ot one spn or any cid a 
in Oki Ьу а 05 airman, фу va Aas thorities reported only minimal disrup- 
in Okinawa by a US | ү тёр уршык Ars lae die e E ported only р 
То prevent such a crime from hop- оў any personnel suspected of serious statement later Friday after Toyko and Loro 2M 
pening again, we must consider vart. crimes sach a rape or murder. Washington agreed the terms of the quie phos nage мейш ita 
ous options including revising ‘But Washington dragged its fet this handover, the Japan Broadcasting hanwei, about 110 km northeast oí 
agreement,” Tanaka told а news con- week over handing over US airman Corp. (NHK) said. * | MARS UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL xus || Hoon Rens ate ашеи, Sieh 
ference. StaionedatKadera Air Base in Oki ‘Tanaka said some Japanese oppo- | This image of Mars released by Nasa on July 5 shows trostywhiteice | Puce asevere wopieal stom. 
Under the Status of Forces Agree: suspected of raping а Japanese woman sition lawmakers had asked ber to | clouds and swiring orange dust storms above a vivid rusty landscape continue 
ment, US commanders do not have to gn the island on Friday. aweek ago. press Washington to revise the mili- s a y pe | tion left in its wake continued to 
hand’ over servicemen suspected of `” Okinawa police obtained an arrest tary status agreement following the | ‘at reveals Mars as a dynamic planet in this sharpest view ever | mount. 
Crimes until they are indicted by dapa waaa Ter Ue suspect WentiNed as delay im handing over Woodiang | Obtained by an Earth-based telescope. Nasa's Earth-orbiing Hubble At least 54 people were killed in 
ease полива Staff Sergeant Timothy Woodland, 24, which stemmed from the terms of the | SPace Telescope took the picture on June 26, when Mars was | the Philippines and another 13 were 
Tanaka said she had discussed revis- оп Monday. serviceman’s custody and prosecution approximately 68 million km from Earth, the closestit has ever been to hrr peere tors у вота 
ing the pact with US ambassador He has denied rape charges but re- which differ from American judicial | our planet since 1988. bier eae 
Howard Bakeron Thursday andioldhim  porediy admitted having consensual practice. AFP | aue Ee ызына 
as a result of widespread flooding, 


Palestinians announce peace initiative — :—————- 


In Guangdong, city leaders were 
ordered to evacuate older urban areas 
as armed police, naval personnel and 
civilians raced to reinforce flood 
defenses and strengthen vulnerable 
dykes. 

In the countryside people and live- 
stock were evacuated to shelter, while 
farmers were trying to harvest what 
crops they could before the typhoon 
struck. AFP 


JERUSALEM—The Palestinian Cabi- іол and critically wounded another inthe West Bank and Gaza Strip. three weeks ago as an intended step  US-backed multi-tiered peace plan, 
net announced on Thursday a political West Bank in violence that put more France called on Sharon fo stop un- toward ending nine months of violence. sketched by a committee led by former 
initiative—all of whose elements Is- strain on a fragile US-brokered ceasefire. dermining Palestinian President Yasser In what it described as a new po- 05 senator George Mitchell, as a sin- 
rael has already rejected—marking the In Berlin, the first stop on a trip Arafat, whoin the Israeli leader has pub- litical initiative to restore peace, the gle package within a short timeframe. 
end of a week-long test period of ealim that also took Sharon to Paris, German licly branded “a murderer and a patho- Palestinian Cabinet called for the im- ` Israel has said it is opposed to for- 
which Israel said never began. Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder urged logical liar,” and compared with Saudi- mediate appointment of intemational eign observers and wants the Mitchell 
Ina bloody backdrop to Prime Minis- the right-wing Israeli leader to show Бот militant Osama bin Laden. ‘observers for the West Bank and Gaza. plan implemented step-by-step and 
ter Ariel Sharon's first official visit o “more flexibility” on Jewish settle- Sharon and Arafataccuseeach other It also proposed that both sides only afier complete calm is restored 
Europe, Israeli soldiers killed a Palestin- ments built on occupied land in the оѓ failing to abide by the wuce agreed make a commitment to implementa with the Palestinians. Reuters 


Human error 
seen behind 


Tu-154 crash TWO AMAZING CHOIC 


MOSCOW.— The plane crash in Siberia earlier this 5 s 
week, which killed all 145 people on board was hey 
caused by "human error," media reports said yester- жө ы 
day as conflicting explanations for the disaster con- 
tinued to emerge. 

‘The first of the victims of the crash, Russia's 
‘worst aviation disaster in decades, was due to be 
buried on Friday while most relatives still faced the 
grim task of trying to identify the bodies. 

Russia's RTR public television station claimed 
that analysis of the Tu-154 airliner's "black box" 
flight data recorders showed that its three engines 
had cut out, sending it hurting to the ground. 

But Interfax news agency, quoting an unidenti- 
fied source close to the government commission 
into the crash, said human error was now investiga- 
tors’ main line of inquiry. 

“Analysis of the black boxes from the aircraft has 
shown that until the moment the airliner hit the ground 
ali the engines and the principal systems were work- 
ing. . . We are not talking about equipment failure 
here,” Interfax quoted the source as saying. 

Deputy Prime Minister Шуа Klebanov, who heads 
the commission, has said he expects to be able to 
feveal the cause of the crash, which happened late 
Tuesday near Irkutsk in southern Siberia, by Monday. 

Tt was the third major air disaster involving air- 
craft flying in or out of Irkutsk airport in the space 
of eight years, and one of dozens involving the Tu- 
154, the most frequently flown civil aircraft type in 
Russia. AFP 


Amnesty: China 
executed 1,781 
in 3 months 


HONG KONG—China has executed 1,781 people 
in the past three months, more than the rest of the 
‘world has executed in the past three years, Amnesty 
Intemational said yesterday. 

The country has sentenced another 2,960 people 
to death since April, when its "Strike Hard" cam- 
paign against crime was launched, the global human. 
Fights watchdog said in a statement, 

"More people were executed in China in the last 
three months than in the rest of the world for the last 
three years," it said. 

"These figures, based on public reports monitored 
by Amnesty, fell far below the actual number of death 
sentences and executions in China, the group added. 

“Only a friction of death sentences and executions 
carried out in China are publicly reported, with infor- 
mation selectively released by the relevant authorities. 

"National statistics on the use of the death pen- 
ally remain a state secret,” 

"he group appealed to the Chinese government 
to “end its spiraling use of the death penalty and to 
replace this callous and counterproductive policy 
with more effective and humane criminal punish- 
ments, in line with global trends.” 

И said the "Strike Hard" campaign, like others 
before it, was unlikely to have a lasting impact on. 
China's growing crime problem. 

"The campaign is nothing short of an execution 
frenzy—a huge waste of human life.” the organiza- 
tion said. 
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said, adding the spree of sentencing people to death had 
not been seen on this scale for many years. АЕР 
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Wahid again raises threat 


of state-of-emergency rule | 


JAKARTA—Head of state Abdur- 


„dency from impeachment. 


Wahid, who is looking increas- 

rahman Wahid yesterday again ing politically isolated, has тай 
threatened to declareastate of emer- tained that the special session is 
gency after his opponents cast unconstitutional. And, he said yes- 

doubts over his attempts to strike а terday he could not be forced to 
‘compromise deal and save his presi- appear before it. 


able to it during a special session to have said they will not enforce ance. 


start Aug. 1 


such a move. 
“The country would bein danger Іпа fresh attempt to make peace 
‘and 1, as president, would have to with legislators who want to remove. 


invoke a state of civil emergency,” him from office, Wahid has called layed. 


he said to a congregation at a Ja- for talks with political party lead- 
ers on Saturday. 


karta mosque. 


Foreign Minister Alwi Shihab, 
whois one of Wahid'sclosestaides, setback for Wahid. Lopa, an anti 
told reporters the talks could be de- corruption crusader, had been in- 


However, it was doubtful that stands to assume the presidency if 
the conference would go ahead. 

Aides for Wahid's main rival, 
Vice President Megawati Sukamo- peace talks have repeatedly failed 
putri, who heads the largest single because of Megawati's noncoop- 
party in Parliament, said she would eration. 

Inrecent weeks, the nearly blind not take part. 
Wahid said he would be com- Muslim cleric has repeatedly 
pelled to invoke emergency rule if threatened to rule by emergency 
the national assembly proceeded decree and dissolve Indonesia's medical checkup. 
the impeachment process and parliament and national assembly, 
"insisted that he be made account- even though the security forces 


Wahid is ousted. 
Past attempts by Wahid to hold 


Megawati was in Central 


‘They said she would instead be Kalimantan province, on the island 
in neighboring Singapore for a of Borneo yesterday. She also 


skipped the state funeral in Jakarta 


‘The leaders of other parties were of Attorney General Baharuddin 
noncommittal about their attend- Lopa, who died on Tuesday in 


Saudi Arabia. 
Гора" death is a major political 


vestigating the affairs of several 


Megawati, the daughter of In- senior lawmakers who want the 
donesia's founding leader, Sukarno, president removed from office. AP 


‘Allergy pushes Taiwan navy, air force 
beats China’s in quality 


Kohl’s wife 
to kill herself 


BERLIN—Hannelore Kohl, the wife who stood by 
“Helmut Kohl during a long political career that 
peaked when he became German chancellor, com- 
mitted suicide ош of despair at a painful allergy that 
forced her to avoid daylight, Kohl's office said 
"Thursday. She was 68. 
‘The body was found just before noon Thursday 
‘oy the wife of Kohl's chauffeur at the family's unas- 
/«suming bungalow-style house in the western city of 
‘Ludwigshafen, authorities said. 

Conservatively elegant and comfortable in the 
ole of family woman, Kohl's wife was at his side 
during his 1982-08 tenure as chancelior—culmi- 
nating with the heady days of German 
reunification in 1990—and a slush fund seandal 
that enveloped him afterward. The couple had been 
married since 1960, drawn together by a common 
" love of tango, AP 


TOKYO—China's military wins on quantity, but Ta 
war's Navy and Air Force beats Beijing on quality, 
Japan said in а defense analysis released yesterday. 

"China maintains an overwhelming force of ams,” 
the Japanese Defense Agency ssid їп a white paper 
monitoring the defense strength of is neighbors. 

The country's Navy and Air Force “overpowers 
Taiwan in terms of quantity, but Taiwan has advan- 
tage in terms of quality.” the paper said. 

‘With 1.7 million troops, 770 ships—including 
65 submarines—and 3,600 aircraft, China has the 
largest army in the world, said the report. 

"Beijing s defense budget for 2001 jumped 17 
percent, йз highest gain since 1996, noted Japan, 
adding that the figure marked a double-digit surge 
forthe 13th consecutive year since 1989, 

‘Taiwan is now reducing is troops to 460,000 from 
470,000, with 340 military ships and 620 airera, it said. 

“It is necessary to watch moves closely, includ- 
ing the modernization of military strength in both 
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China and Taiwan as well as arms sales from the 
United States to Taiwan,” the report advised. 

North Korea was stepping up its military "de- 
spite economic difficulties." the paper said. 

The Stalinist state is deploying mid-range mis- 
siles and mass-destruction arms while maintaining a 
large-scale special corps. 

"Such moves have intensified military tension on 
the Korean peninsula and are regarded as gravely 
uncertain elements for security across East Asia, 
including Japan,” it remarked. 

Tokyo has been irked by North Korea's missile 
development since Pyongyang test-fired a ballistic 
missile over Japan and into the Pacific Ocean in 
August 1998, Japan and North Korea have no diplo- 
matic relations. 

Members of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (Asean) had cut defense budgets following 
the 1997 economic crisis in the region, said the 
official document, AFP 


Sof, Gazing! 


WHAT IF IT RAINS? REUTERS. 
Workers prepare a world-record attemptto construct a 20-meter high 
sand sculpture at the Holland Sand Sculpture Park 2001 July 5 under 
the theme, "Fairy-tale Beach." Some 60 international sand sculpture. 
builders are working attheir Guinness world-record bidto complete the 
world's tallest sand sculpture at Almere in The Netherlands. 
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Artificial 
heart patient 
on ventilator 


LOUISVILLE, Kentucky—Dr. Robert Dowling's 
advice to the only person living with a sell-ton- 
tained artificial heart is simple: "Think positive and 
put your energy into healing 

Four days after Monday's groundbreaking sur- 
gery to implant the device, the patient was back on a 
Ventilator but was awake and able to communicate 
with his family. The breathing tube became necessary 
again, not because of the heart, but because of pre- 
existing medical problems, doctors said Thursday, 

“This guy is incredibly sick,” said Dowling, one 
of two University of Louisville surgeons who per- 
formed the operation at Louisville's Jewish Hospi- 
tal. “If you had taken people this sick and taken their 
appendix out, some wouldn't have made it.” 

This patient, in his mid- to late-50s, suffers from 
diabetes, chronic renal and kidney failure and had 
had multiple heart attacks. To even qualify for the 
experimental surgery, he had to have been given an 
80 percent chance of dying within 30 days, 

АШ things considered, Thursday was uneventful, 
Dowling said. 

“If he has five days in а row where nothing 
happened, that would be wonderful," the doctor said, 

Dr. Laman Gray Jr., the other surgeon who per- 
formed the operation, said there was a chance the 
patient could live well beyond the 60 days that is the 
initial goal of the experimental surgery and even go 
home eventually. However, he said the additional 
stress of the operation bas left him susceptible to 
lung problems, infection, stroke, liver and kidney 
failure. 

Hospital officials have guarded the man's iden- 
tity since news broke Tuesday that he had under- 
gone the seven-hour procedure the day before. 

Dowling said that since the surgery the man has 
been able to sit up periodically and communicate 
with nods and gestures about his status while on the 
breathing tube, When the breathing tube was out for 
about nine hours Wednesday, he was able to talk to 
his doctors and family. The heart itself is working 
well, Dowling said. AP 


Elephantine 
task launched 


NANYUKI, Kenya—Mzee is 42, headstrong and 
notorious for crashing through the electrified fence. 
that surrounds a sprawling ranch in north central 
Kenya, 

Оп Thursday, the 4,2-ton bull elephant stumbled 
ош of a truck, shook off his stupor and flapped his 
ears, ambling free in his new, fenceless home fol- 
lowing the most intensive elephant relocation effort. 
to date in eastern Africa. 

Richard Kosgey, whose small farm outside the 
ranch has been trampled more than once by el- 
ephants, was glad to see Mzee and the other 
pachyderms leave. 

"We are very happy they are gone. They de- 
stroyed our crops every now and then, but luckily, 
no one has been injured in a long time.” 

The three-week process to move the 56 elephants 
from the 90-sq. km. private game sanctuary, OI 
Pajeta to the 900-sq. km. Mera National Park began 
Monday. The $150,000 effort underscores the prob- 
lems the huge animals fice—and pose—in a poor 
‘country of 29 million people, 

Patrick Omondi, operations manager for the 
Kenya Wildlife Service, has been moving elephants 
around the East African nation since 1995. 

Mzee, eight other bulls and seven elephant fami- 
ies were taken to Mera Park in an attempt to reduce 
the human-animal conflict in Laikipia district, where 
animals are regarded as huge pests, he said. © AP 


[ч 


i 


NetVistà 


NETVISTA A20i 21977FQ 
+ nte Celeron 700MHz processor 
-8GMHz Frontside bus, 128KB Level 2 Cache 
ММВ PC-133 SDRAM 
+ Slincase design with vertical stand 
= Slow proie PCI siots, 4 USB ports 
* 208 Ultra АТАЄЕНОО * 
1x57 14408 Floppy Disk Drive 
* 48x CD-ROM Drive 
SIS 630 integrated video chip wih shared video memory up to 16MB 
"IBM Rapid Access I Keyboard, IBM Scrolpoint I! Mouse 
* Cirus Logic integrated Àudio wih Zylux speakers 
+ Sok баайах modem, SIS integrated 10100 ете! 
Windows Milenium Editon OS 
+ £54 16" FST CRT monitor (13.8" viewable) Stealth Black 
Warranty: CPU - One (1) year parts & labor 
Monitor - Three (3) years parts А service 


+ AMD Duron ТООМН2 processor 
+ 200MHz Front-side bus, АКВ Level 2 Cache 
* MB PC-133 SDRAM DIMM/T68MB max. 
*3PCI, 1AGP 4x slots 
+1658 Ultra ATAI6S HOD 
* 1x35" extemal 144MB Floppy Disk Drive 
* 48x CD-ROM Drive 
* $3 Diamond Stealth II $520 Video chip with 8MB memory (3D Graphics) 
+ IBM Rapid Access Il Keyboard, ВМ Scrollpoint I Mouse. 
+ ADI 1885 integrated Audio with Zylux speakers, ББК айах modem 
+ Windows Milennium Edition OS 
+ E54 15" FST CRT monitor (13.8' viewable) Stealth Black 
Warranty: CPU - One (1) year pats А labor. 
Monitor Three (3) years parts & service 


Authorized Philippine Distributor 


MSI DIGILAND (PHILS.), INC. 
ng, 3 Economia St. Libis, Quezon Cly ММ Philippin 
Nos. 439-3888 / 698-4008 to 10 | 439-77 
CEBU BRANCH 
tas Centrai, 
Mandaue Reclamation 
Nos. (032) 345-9441 lo 43 


DEALERS — 1a ——— 
ABC COMPUTER: 637-2043 (Megamall) • ASIANIC: 8 
M Cily) * COMPLINK: 632-9896 о 97 (Galleria), 920-914 
* ELECTROWORLD: 892-4366 (Head Offce) 1 
+ HURRICANE! QUICKLINE: 634-2441 lo 43 (Megamall) • SILICON VALLEY 


TO 24 (M 67634 (Park 927-5698 (SM 


ru SATURDAY, JULY 7; 2001 —— 


IILIPPINEDATEYHNQUIRER 


Across the NATION 


TONY BERGONIA , Assistant Editor 


2,000 Samar townsfolk - 
block ballot transfer 


By JOEY A. GABIETA AND 
CYNTHIA BORGUETA 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


TACLOBAN CITY—Tension 
gripped the town of Lapinig, North- 
em Samar, after some 2,000 resi- 
dents occupied the town hall to 
block the transfer of 28 ballot boxes 
with close to 4,000 contested bal- 
lots to another town for counting. 

Col. Rafael Romero, 803rd In- 
fantry Battalion commander based 
in the capital town of Catarman, 
said the protesters were identified 
with reelected Mayor Ma. Luisa 
Menzon who expressed fears that 
the ballots might be tampered with 
while these are being brought to 
Laoang, about 30 kilometers from 
Lapinig. 


BIR agent 
held for 
extortion 


CEBU CITY—Graft and extortion 
Charges were filed against an cxam- 
iner of the Bureau of Internat Rev. 
enue who was arrested in an entrap- 
ment operation on Wednesday. 

The National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion filed the complaints against 
Jimmy Napoles of the BIR Cebu City 
south district at the Office of the Om- 
‘budsman-Visayas Thursday afternoon. 

Napoles was caught receiving 
3,000 in marked bills from Antonio 
Ruiz Jr. during an entrapment opera- 
tion conducted by the NBI. 

Не was later found positive of ukra- 
violet powder that was used by the NBI 
to mark the bills. The fluorescent pow- 
der was also allegedly found on Napoies’ 
shirt and pants, according to police. 

Napoles denied he received P3,000 
from Ruiz, saying Ruiz merely invited 
him to have snack. He said he would 
file charges against the NBI agents 
who arrested him. 

Ruiz sought, the NBI's assistance 
after Napoles ‘allegedly demanded 
P10,000 from him in exchange for a 
reduction in the zonal value of a lot 
that he sold. 

‘Acting on the complaint, the NBI 
agents conducted an entrapment op- 
eration against Napoles at the Jollibee 
Raintree Mall branch along Gen. 
Maxilom Avenue around 2:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday. 

‘Arnel Pura, NBI special agent, said 
Napoles arrived 30 minutes late, got 
the marked money from Ruiz and 
placed all the bills in his pocket with- 
Ош counting these. 

The NBI immediately pounced on 
Napoles. But on their way to the NBI 
office at the Capitol Site, Pura said 
Napoles threw the marked money near 
Fuente Osmefia. Of the P3,000, only 
P400 was recovered. 

А security guard and a janitor work- 
ing at ihe Robinson's Place near Fuente 
Osmeña Rotunda allegedly saw two 
taxi drivers take the other marked bills. 

Pura appealed to the taxi drivers to 
return the marked bills to the NBI 
because the serial numbers were 
needed for the investigation of 
Napoles. Jolene Bolambot, PDI 
Visayas Bureau 


Nat'] Museum 
asks mayor 
to save cave 


CAGAYAN DE ORO CITY—The 
National Museum has formally asked. 
Mayor Vicente Emano to spare the 
Huluga Caves from destruction. 

The caves, said to contain artifacts 
dating back to 1600 BC, and its ad- 
Joining open site are being threatened 
by a new road and bridge being built 
by the city government. 

Local historians and anthropologists 
said the finds at Huluga Caves and the 
open site are the oldest in Mindanao. 

“The City of Cagayan de Oro is 
fortunate to have this irreplaceable ar- 
cheological resource in its jurisdic- 
tion,” said National Museum acting 
Executive Director Cecilio Salcedo in 
his letter to Emano on June 29. 

‘Salcedo said during excavations made 
in 1979 and 1992, the caves and the open 
site yielded the skeleton of a woman that 
dates back to the Neolithic age. 

Other finds also include stone tools 
from the Iron Age and ceramics from 
the Sung and Ming dynasties. 

Luis Ostique, curator of the Xavier 
University Museum, said they want 
the city government to divert part of 
the proposed road to save the archaeo- 
logical site. 

‘He said they are also proposing that 
anthropology students led by Dr. Linda 
Burton closely supervise the construc- 
tion to avoid damage to the site. Froilan 
Gallardo, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


He said about 50 soldiers and 
policemen had been deployed to 
the municipal hall to maintain 
peace and order. 

The transfer of the ballot boxes 
stemmed from an order of Regional 
Trial Court Judge Jose Mejares of 
Branch 22 based in Laoang, who is 
handling the petition for recount 
filed by defeated mayoral candi- 
date Sixto Espenesin Jr. 

In his July 3 order, Mejares or- 
dered municipal treasurer Loreta 
Lipata to bring the contested ballots 
and other needed election parapher- 
пайа to his courtroom “for a possi- 
ble recount” as sought by Espenesin. 

Mejares also ordered Lipata to 
coordinate with the local police in 
the transport of the ballot boxes. 

Menzon's supporters flocked to 


the municipal hall on July 4 and 
stayed on the ground floor upon 
learning that the ballots would be 
brought to Laoang. 

"The ralliers seem ready to sacri- 
fice their lives just to ensure that the. 
ballot boxes will not be transferred 
from the building,” said Romero. 

The 28 ballot boxes were kept 

ide the Municipal Treasurer's 
Office, which had been padlocked 
on orders of Menzon. 

The mayor expressed fears that 
Espenisen's supporters might at- 
tempt to seize the ballot boxes 
side the building. 

Espenesin (LP) filed a petition 
for а recount on May 24, accusing 
Menzon (Lakas-NUCD) of commit- 
ting terrorism and fraud during the 
May 14 elections. 


Based on Comelec results, 
Menzon defeated Espenesin by 
1,607 votes. She received 2,916 
votes while Espenesin, her former 
vice mayor, only got 1,309 votes. 

Lapinig has more than 5,600 
registered voters from the town's 
14 barangays. 

In his four-page petition, 
Espenesin accused Menzon of buy- 
ing votes and engaging in terror- 
ism during the May 14 elections, 
which, he claimed, had nullified 
the results of the elections. 

In her 12-page reply to 
Espenesin's charges, Menzon de- 
nied that she cheated in the elec- 
tions, saying the people gave her a 
fresh mandate because of her per- 
formance as mayor of Lapinig from 
1998 to 2001 


LUNCH TO GO 


The need for mobility forces truck drivers and operators to be ready with meals to go like in the case of this 
lorry driver who cooks his meal under his truck in lloilo City 


GUUO DUENAS 


N. Vizcaya dangles watersheds 
in bid for lower power rates 


BAYOMBONG, Nueva Vizcaya—Of- 
ficials here are asking the National 
Power Corp. to grant power consu 
ers in Nueva Vizcaya a reduction of 
power rates, saying the province's 
watersheds are the main sources of 
water for the firm's power plants. 

Eduardo Tiongson, president of the 
provincial Association of Barangay 
Councils, aired the appeal to Napocor 
officials who attended a public forum 
last week oh the charges imposed by 
the power firm. 

The forum was conducted amid 
mounting complaints from consumers 
here over increasing charges in their 
power bills, including the controver- 
sial power purchase adjustment 
(PPA). 

Tiongson said Nueva Vizcaya, as a 
water source for three of Napocor's 
hydroelectric power plants—Magat, 
Casecnan and Pantabangan—deserves 
to receive proceeds from the national 
wealth share. 

"Any amount given (o the local 
government units) will be used not 
only for electrification projects, but 
more importantly, for environment 
programs intended to protect our wa- 
tershed forests." he said. 

While it does not host any of the 


Napocor's power’ generating plants, 
Nueva Vizcaya occupies more than 
22,000 hectares of tropical forests that 
зеле as a lifeblood for hydroelectric 
plants located in the neighboring prov- 
inces of Isabela and Nueva Ecija. 

“What if our farmers abandon the 
(maintenance of watersheds) and 
never give it protection?” Tiongson 
asked. 

Jin Miranda, Napocor account ex- 
ecutive, clarified that even the newly 
enacied Republic Act 9136 or the 
Power Industry Reform Act affirms 
the right of host local governments to 
receive benefits from the use of its 
natural resources. 

Miranda urged officials here to ask 
top Napocor officials the possibility 
of including the province in the list of 
recipients of shares in the national 
wealth, 

The Local Government Code states 
that local government units are man- 
dated to receive a share of 40 percent 
of the national income from taxes col- 
lected in the use and development of 
the national wealth within their terri- 

At least 80 percent of the proceeds 
from the use and development of en- 
ergy sources "shall be applied solely to 


lower the cost of electricity in the local 
government unit," the Code states. 

During the forum, Napocor offi- 
cials claimed that the PPA charges 
that the company has been imposing 
оп electric cooperatives is spawned 
by rising costs of power production. 

Miranda admitted, however, that 
Napocor's power generation capabil- 
ity is nor used to the maximum be- 
cause of low demand. 

He said that while Napocor was 
reported to have posted some P180 
billion in revenues last year, it re- 
mains to be debt-ridden. 

“PPA will always be there whether 
we gain or not,” he said. "We at 
Napocor as well as Nuvelco (Nueva 
Vizcaya Electric Cooperative) do not 
gain any profit from PPA, 

Because of the PPA charges that 
Napocor passes on to its customers, 
power bills of common households in- 
crease by as much as 60 percent, on 
top of the basic cost of electricity used. 

Navelco member-consumers have 
earlier demanded the filing of charges 
against the Napocor and the Energy 
Regulatory Board for ther alleged con- 
nivance in imposing “unjust charges" 
оп power consumers. Melvin Gascon, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


LEGAZPI CITY—It was his first 
time to see Mayon volcano erupt 
‘on June 24, so 12-year-old Rosdal 
‘Catampongan rushed to the rooftop 
of his boarding house to have a 
better view of the eruption. 

But his excitement changed to 
fear and uncertainty when he 
touched a live wire of the Albay 
Electric Cooperative (Aleco) that 
threw him to the ground. 

Catampongan said his room- 
mate tried to save him but they 
were both thrown to the ground. 

A native of Burias, Claveria, 
Masbate, Catampongan was elec- 
trocuted at the height of Mayon's 
eruption. 

He was rushed to the Bicol Re- 
gional Training and Teaching Hospi- 
tal (ВЕТТН) here and was declared 
safe but his hands had to be cut off 

Doctors atthe hospital said they 


Young Mayon fan survives electrocution 


had to cut off the boy's hand to be 
sure that Catampongan will live and 
be spared from infection, 

At the hospital’s Burn Unit, 
Catampongan has to take several kinds 
of medicines that cost P5,000 daily. 

Catampongan’s mother Rosa, 
public school teacher of Claveria Cen- 
tral School in Claveria, Masbate, ap- 
pealed to the public to help her with 
her son's medication. 

She said her savings have been 
spent and that her salary is not enough 
to sustain her son's need for medi- 
cines. Her husband is jobless, she said, 

Catampongan's appeal came eight 
days after First Spouse Mike Arroyo 
arrived here and helped some evacu- 
ees that were suffering from various 
ailments. 

‘The visit, however, did not sit well 
with a group of evacuees from Mi. 
Pinatubo's lahar in Central Luzon. 


The group said the Macapagal 
administration should do better ihan 
give charity to people who have been. 
displaced from their homes and com- 
munities by natural calamities. 

In Central Luzon’s case, the 
group said President Macapagal 
should initiate programs that not 
only would give temporary relief 
to evacuees but long-term liveli- 
hood opportunities 

The Philippine Institute of Vol- 
canology and Seismology has low- 
егей the alert level around Mayon 
but warned residents of communi- 
ties around the volcano to be on 
alert for labar. 

Millions of cubic meters of lahar 
had been deposited on the slopes of 
Mayon and Phivoles officials ex- 
pressed fears these would be washed 
down by heavy rains. Job Belen, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Killers identified 

DAVAO CITY—Commission on Human 
Rights regional director Dominador Calamba I 
said guns-for-hire are behind the series of 
Killings in Davao City and Digos City. He said 
the CHR has the identity of these individuals, 
whom he said are based in Agusan del Sur. 
Calamba also hit the police for filing half- 
baked charges against several suspects, adding 
these would not prosper. Anthony S. Allada, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Militiaman slain 


DAVAO CITY—Suspected communist rebels. 
‘on Saturday gunned down a ranking member 
of the Civilian Volunteers Organization in 
Barangay Malabang, Hagonoy, Davao del Sur. 
Alberto Estocaning was on his way home after 


Guillermo Lara said Estoca 
hardliner” against the NPA. Anthony S. 
Allada, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Hunters’ remains found 


COTABATO CITY—Authorities here have 
recovered the remains of five iguana hunters 
who have been missing in the hinterlands of 
Datu Odin Sinsuat, Maguindanao since July 1. 
‘The bodies of Godofredo Gupong. 54, his sons 
Rolando, 39, Bryan, 12 and relatives Oliver 
Ramos and Eduardo Wesan, were found by 
fishermen, local leaders and police in separate 
areas along the Tamontaka River. Pilar 
Gupong, Godofredo's wife, said the bodies 
bore signs of torture. Edwin O. Fernandez, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


MNLF man killed 


COTABATO CITY—Gunmen who failed on 
their initial attempt at murder followed а 
wounded member of the Moro National 
Liberation Front inside a government-owned 
hospital where they finished him off. Tamano 
‘Adam, 39, of Talayan, Maguindanao, died of 
three more gunshot wounds after the two 
unidentified men who shot him earlier man- 
aged to sneak into the well-secured Cotabato 
Regional and Medical Center the other day. 
‘The armed men first tried to kill Adam оп 
Saturday. Edwin O. Fernandez, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 


Measles outbreak over 


CALAPAN CITY—The Provincial Health 
Office has declared the measles outbreak in 
Barangay Batangan, Bongabong town under 
control as no new cases of measles have been 
recorded in the last three weeks. Dr. Arisico V. 
Baldos, Oriental Mindoro provincial health 
officer, said 23 persons, mostly Mangyan 
children, died in the latest measles outbreak in 
the last week of May in and around Batangan, 
some 120 kilometers south of this capital city. 
Baldos confirmed that many of the reported 
fatalities were never brought to the hospitals 
due to the Mangyans' belief that sickness is 
caused by evil spirits and that bringing the sick 
to hospitals would further anger the spirits. 
Joel J. Jabal, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Wescom chief relieved 


PUERTO PRINCESA—Western Command 
Chief Rear Admiral Rodolfo Rabago was 
relieved from his post but denied this has 
anything to do with the Dos Palmas kidnap- 
ping. Rabago was criticized for his inefficiency 
in responding to the May 27 kidnapping, 
WesCom information officer Major Alex 
Asuncion said they had to verify the informa- 
tion first before pursuing the bandits. He also 
reasoned that the attack came as a surprise but 
there were allegations that the command's 
airplanes were empty of fuel so it took them 
time to refuel. Jofelle P. Tesorio, PDI South- 
ern Luzon Bureau 


WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST. Weslern Luzon will experience cloudy skies with 
Scattered rainshowers and thunderstorms. The rest of ihe 
Country will be partly cloudy to at times cloudy with isolated 
rainshowers or thunderstorms. source pagasa 
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HIGH SHIPPING COSTS 


Repeal of Erap EO sought 


DAVAO CITY—Mindanao businessmen urged 
the Macapagal administration to repeal Execu- 
tive Order No. 59, which the businessmen 
blamed for excessive shipping costs of com- 
modities coming from the region. 


Unless ihe said order, issued by former - 


President Joseph Estrada, is repealed, the 
Mindanao Business Council said Mindanao 
products would continue to be “uncompetitive 
їп both the domestic and global markets.” 

EO 59 aims to modernize government ports 
through privatization. 

It calls for the “unification” into ope corpo- 
ration of all seaport operators and service pro- 


viders in each port managed by the Philippine . 


Ports Authority. 

lt also bundled other port services into а 
unified corporation that has functions that in- 
clude cargo handling. dredging, towing and 
stevedoring. The businessmen said the EO pro- 
‘motes monopoly. 

However, Joji tagan-Bian, chair of the 
MBC. said the “monopolistic” effects of the 


[&] BPI Card 


law have been proven detrimenta! to the busi- 
ness sector of Mindanao. 

“To ship our products, say corn and tuna, 
from General Santos to Manila, we have to 
pay port-related costs of about 35 to 50 per- 
cent of the total landing price. Other coun- 
tries like China. Egypl, United States and 
Canada only charge logistics costs in the 
range of 8 to 25 percent for agricultural prod- 
ucts,” Bian said. 

She said Mindanao businessmen are also 
against the law's provision on "negotiated con- 
tracts.” 

Bian said this means that “the operation, 
‘management and development of the ports will 
be awarded to the unified contractor without 
public bidding.” 

Bian said Mindanao businessmen would 
formalize their appeal to the government for 
the repeal of EO 59 during the 10th Mindanao 
Business Conference in August 

It will be presented to President Macapagal- 
Arroyo, who will be a guest at the conference, 


as a proposed policy agenda. 

Also, the MBC will present an alternative. 
proposal on the privatization of port operations, 
which includes the drafting of a new executive 
order with the following features: 

* Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT) scheme 
which will serve as a framework to spur private 
sector involvement in port development. 

е Competition in unbundled port activities. 

© Menu of contractual arrangements for pub- 
lie-private port development 

ө Competitive bidding, from the pre-qualifi- 
cation selection and awarding stages to the en- 
forcement of the contract. 

The creation of a multi-sectoral monitoring 
and evaluation body. 

Several seaports in Mindanao which are rec- 
‘ommended by the MBC for privatization include 
the Macabalan Port in Cagayan de Oro, the Sasa 
Wharf in Davao City, the Makar Wharf in Gen- 
eral Santos City. the Zamboanga Port and the 
Polloc Роп in Cotabato. Allan Nawal, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 


Kidnapping 
suspect 
arrested 


COTABATO CITY—The military 
here said the identities of the kidnap- 
pers of a Chinese national on June 24 
in North Cotabato were finally estab- 
lished after the arrest of one of the 
suspects. 

‘Major Julieto Ando, spokesperson 
of the Army's 6th Infantry Division, 
said one of the co-workers of kidnap 
victim Zhang Zhong Quiang, who was 
recently arrested, admitted he partici- 
pated in the abduction, 

Ando said the arrested suspect, 
whose identity he refused to reveal, 
also provided vital information on 
‘where Zhang is being kept. 

‘Although Ando did not say whether 


“the motive has been established, other 


sources said the suspect, along with 
three others, seized the Chinese national. 
1o force his firm to leave. Edwin O. 
Fernandez, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Sea turtles’ 


do’s’ search for a home 


ordeal 


in the hands of men 


By ALEX PAL 
Dumaguete City 


UASIMODO does not even know he has a name. 


Barely two weeks old, all he cares about 


to swim 


and eat. Such is his world in the cement tank he 


wo 
that long. 


Quasimodo is a baby turtle, so 
named by scientists after the lead 
character in “The Hunchback of 
Notre Dame" because of a natural 
deformity. Among 93 other newly 
hatched Hawksbill turtles, 
‘Quasimodo is easy to spot because 
the others always gang up on him. 

Not everyone, however, will 
have a chance to see Quasimodo 
and his siblings up close. “We're 
limiting their exposure to humans." 
explained Dr. Laurie Hutchison- 
Raymundo, a scientist at the 
Silliman University Marine Labo- 
ratory in Dumaguete City. 

A group of scientists at the SU 
Marine Laboratory has started a 
campaign to offer the turtles up for 
adoption in a bid to help feed them 
until they are old enough to be re- 
leased into the marine reserve on 
Apo Island. 

The turtles were discovered by 
fishermen on the shores of 
Barangay Mag-abo in Dauin town 
as they emerged from their shells 
on June 9. Apparently in need of 
extra income, the fishermen first 
thought of selling the hatchlings. 

However, one of the persons 
to whom the fishermen offered 
the hatchling told a friend who 
works at the Marine Lab about 
the baby turtles. Marine Lab per- 
sonnel lost no time trying to con- 
vince the fishermen to turn over 
the turtles to the Lab. 

Raymundo said there was an ur- 
gent need to protect the turtles be- 
cause they would die if they are 
immediately released into the sca. 
"Out of one hundred turtles, only 
one will eventually survive because 
of many natural factors and because 


all home for the next few months, if he gets to live 


almost to (the) point of extinction." 

Aside from threats from poach- 
ers hunting turtle eggs, Hawksbill 
turtles are also hunted for their 
shells. Those are made into combs, 
Jewelry and other ornaments. 

Voracious eater 

To adopt these turtles, anyone 
can donate money or fish to the 
Marine Lab. At their young age, 
the turtles can gobble up to three 
kilos of fish a week, which trans- 
"ates to roughly P180. The demand 
would be greater as the turtles 
grow older. 

“They are so voracious, they eat 
almost anything. They even tried 
to bite the thermometer we used to 
measure the water temperature,” 
said Renclar Jadloc, a researcher. 

Donors, however, may get only 
one chance to see the turtles and 
that is when the Lab opens its doors 
to visitors during University Cen- 
tennial Founders" Day in August, 
Raymundo said. 

“It's important to limit théir ex- 
posure to humans so they will not 
grow to be dependent on humans. 
After they are releascd, they will 
have to look for their own food," 
she said. 

However, not everyone at the 
Lab is pleased over the turtles" 
fate. The lone voice who wants 
the turtles released immediately is 
Dr. Angel C. Alcala, herpetologist 
and former environment secretary. 
Alcala, who now works as direc- 
tor of the SU Angelo King Center 
for Research and Environmental 
Management, said the turtles 
would die if they were not imme- 
diately released. 

"The longer they stay under the 


SO FAR from home, these hatchlings stay alive ironically with the help of the predator that threatens them most—humans. 


become dependent and they will 
lose their instincts (for) gathering 
food,” Alcala told the Ixgumsz. 

Alcala said many studies have 
shown that feeding wild animals 
in captivity and releasing them 
back to the wild—a process called 
head starting—is inimical to the 
population of the species. 

“They should look at the ex- 
perts rather than reinvent the 
wheel.” 

Outvoted 

Alcala, however, was outvoted 
as the other scientists are convinced 
that keeping the turtles a little longer 
would help ensure their survival. 

“We do grapple with the ques- 


ture or let it take its course,” said 
Raymundo, “but the hunting of 
these turtles by humans has already 
become part of the turtles’ natural 
threats. If there could be a guaran- 
tee that they won't be hunted by 
humans, we can release them.” 

The turtles have not only found. 
a home at the SU Marine Lab, they 
also found a mother in a US Peace 
Corps Volunteer. 

Chris Hoffman, a volunteer as- 
signed to the SUML has agreed to 
take care of the turtles during her 
stint here, Raymundo said. 

Hoffman, who is staying in 
Dumaguete for the next two years, 
hopes to develop a protocol, 
which would guide the Marine 


hatchlings again in the future. 

Raymundo gave assurances that 
there were success stories involving 
the rearing of turtles—for as long as 
eleven months—before releasing 
them into the wild. In this example, 
which took place in Texas, the tur- 
ics even came back to lay their eggs 
оп the shore, which turtles were not 
known to do before, she said. 

“The literature supports (the 
theory) that if you do this care- 
fully, it could be successful," 
Raymundo said. "There is hope for 
Quasimodo.” 

But taking Alcala's suggestions 
in mind, the other scientists at the 
Lab are stocking on other marine 
species that the turtles would en- 
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like jellyfish, sponges and small fish. 
"This should allow the turtles to prac- 
tice hunting and train them to look 
for their own food, Raymundo said. 

The SUML will coordinate with 
the DENR Task Force Pawikan to 
ensure that the turtles are properly 
cared for. 

“After we release Quasimodo 
and the other turtles, there would 
be no way of knowing whether we 
were successful in our efforts, un- 
less the turtles are continually 
monitored for a long time,” 
Raymundo said. 

But should Quasimodo live long 
enough to be released ba 
wild, the battle for survi 
have already been half wor 


these turtles are excessively hunted 


The ban w 


MAYOR Tomas Озтейа 
needs to know why he 
should lift the City Hall ban 
on reporters of Sun*Star 
Daily, the “propaganda ma: 
chine” of Alvin Garcia's 
family. 

Here's one cogent rea- 
son: It won't work. 

No major scoop has ever 
соте out of the mayor's office, ог from the 
mayor's mouth. Reporters often dig deep on 
their own to discover the money trail to another 
stinking deal, which officials would rather bury 
for good. 

If Sun*Star stumbles on an anomaly and 
reports about it, Tommy will have to forfeit his 
right to air his side in that paper. 

Instead of hurting the paper, the ban will 
only promote it. When former President Estrada. 
launched a vicious campaign to destroy the In- 
‘quire, he only succeeded in making the PDI 
readership grow. 

Sun*Star can also feed off public sympathy, 
play the underdog role to the hilt to boost its stock 

But the most important reason is that the 
local media will not watch idly as Tom toys 
with a sacred freedom that transcends the daily 
struggle for exclusive stories and newsstand 
dominance. 

The issue of press freedom has brought to- 
gether media organizations in Cebu, including 
direct competitors that rightly view a threat to 
an individual outfit as a threat to all. 

If Tom can get away with this one, what will 
prevent him from discriminating against, say 
Cebu Daily News, when he realizes he can't 
handle that paper’s adversarial approach? 

His reason for banning another media or- 
ganization, radio station dyHP, seems petty. The 
station aired a one-hour interview with Alvin 
Garcia before the last elections and its manager 
happens to be the wife of a Garcia ally. 

In the early 19905, Tom also declared the 
mayor's office off-limits to Bombo reporters, 
‘well known here as in elsewhere for their take- 
no-prisoner style of radio reporting. 

This is a dangerous trend that has to be 
stopped before it claims its next victim. 

Editorialize the Cebu Daily News yesterday: 

Less than a week into his latest term, Cebu 
City Mayor Tomas Osmeña chalked up his first 
mistake, a dubious ban on reporters of Sun*Star 
Daily, the tabloid owned by the Garcia family. 

Last Tuesday, Osmefia shooed away two SSD 
reporters from his first press conference. "Sorry, 
no Sun*Star,” he said. “I already made that 
clear before." 


BREAKAWAY- 


Ivan P. 
Suansing 


care of humans, (the more) they 


on’t work 


Did the mayor only want 
to stress: а caveat? 
“Sun*Star is a political 
propaganda machine in dis- 
guise, and therefore the 
public must be wary of it." 
If so, the message was de- 
livered. 
Itappears, however, that 
Озтейа wants nothing less 
than complete revenge against the owners of 
the paper that just recently made him appear 
really bad. If so, then he's striking back the 
wrong way. 

If Tommy feels his reputation was unduly 
maligned, his recourse is to seek vindication in 
а court of law by filing a case for libel or dam- 
ages. It's up to the judge to rule whether he has 
а Valid cause of action. 

By discriminating against Sun*Star and ra- 
dio station dyHP, another “biased” media out- 
fit, Mayor Osmeña has reaffirmed his intoler- 
ance of the critical press. Those who remember 
how he tured Bombo reporters into virtual 
City Hall outcasts know this wasn't the first 
time he took it upon himself to "punish" a me- 
dia organization. 

‘The mayor must realize that the elections are 
over—he won despite everything that was 
thrown at him by his rival. He must keep the 
door open for a possible reconciliation with 
political enemies, including their newspaper. 

Osmeña believes that Sun*Star continues to 
have a political agenda after Alvin's defeat. He 
quotes а line from Garcia's concession speech: 
“Twill not fade into the sunset.” 

He expects Alvin to rebound, and with his 
paper's all-out support, try to recapture City 
Hall in 2004. 

While the paper has momentarily stoppe 
attack against him, he believes “it will be full 
activated again in time for the next elections.’ 

‘Tomas’ fears may not be unfounded, but as 
his own experience shows, black propaganda is 
still no match for a good candidate. His fears, 
however, hardly justify a clampdown on 
Sun*Star and radio station dyHP. 

Cebu Daily News opposes the City Hall ban 
оп these media entities, an affront to press free- 
dom, which includes the right to have access to 
information. Any assault, of whatever form and 
for whatever reason, on a newspaper or broad- 
cast organization will be deemed an assault on 
the whole media institution. 

‘Osmefia still has a chance to emerge from 
this controversy looking more like a statesman 
than just another vindictive leader—by proving 
he can be fair to a media outfit even if it can 
"never be fair” to him, 
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could be a success story in itself 


By GERALD PAREJA 
Cebu City 


ETRO bars and nos- 
talgia cafés have come 
nd gone in uptown 


Cebu City. So for staying 
power, this downtown shrine 
of the king of Rock n’ Roll 
ought to be cited. 

It has been around since 1978 and 
is still going strong despite the fact 
that hardly anybody knows it exists. 

Part of its obscurity has to do with 
its location. It is in the lounge of the 
balcony of an old movie house, Cin- 
ema Theater, in the country's oldest 
street, Colon. Add to the location the 
fact that nobody likes to finger here 
as no refreshments are served in the 
area. 

But this cultural curiosity is quite 
a candy for the eyes of people (espe- 
cially those who romanticize the 
1950s or idolize Elvis Presly) who 


loiter in its lobby long enough to see 


is in a Hawaiian polo with 
а ukulele. There's Elvis in a leather 
Jacket with an electric guitar and ar 
‘other with a military haircut. There's 
Elvis sporting a beard and donning a 
cowboy hat. 

In fact there are about 200 promo- 
tional movie stills of Elvis’ short- 
take, low-budget blockbusters. Jail- 
house Rock. Blue Hawaii. GI Blues. 
Viva Las Vegas. Name it and most 
likely it's in this lobby. 

All these are part of the collection 
ofthe theater's manager, Vic Alvarez, 
an Elvis fan and close friend of 
‘Amalia Fuentes and the Muhlach clan 
who relocated himself here in the 
1970s. 

When he ran out of space for his 
Elvis memorabilia in his residence, 
he decided to display them in the 
theater's balcony lounge. Many for- 
eigners have had their pictures taken 
in front of this shrine and had com- 
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А SHRINE for the King in a itle known comer of Cebu. 
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A piece of Memphis in Cebu 


plemented him for it, All too pleased, 
perhaps, of finding a piece of Mem- 
phis in Cebu. But the locals, who are 
more inclined to go to the malls, are 
often surprised to find that this place 
exists, 

Aside from the movie stills, 
Alvarez's collection includes fantasy 
posters depicting Elvis either with his 
fellow 1950s icons, Marilyn Monroe 
and James Dean, or with fellow rock- 
ers The Beatles and Prince. New Cal- 
endar pages, too, are framed and 
mounted beside the stills. 

ОГ course it wouldn't be a shrine 
if there were no big red candles. And 
to be consistent with its retro glam- 
our concept, big sofas and a large 
mirror compliment the lounge. The 
johns are fancifully labeled Best Ac- 
tor and Best Actress 

Now if Alvarez could add а bar 
(non-alcoholic), a slot machine (a fake. 
onc) and a jukebox (a real one), who 
knows? This place might even be re- 
ported in the National Enquirer for 
yet another Elvis sighting. 
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Cebu mayor 
bans media... 


(From page A1) 


mercury drug 


NAKASISIGURO GAMOT AY LAGING BAGO 


Alido-Campaha, to leave his office or else the press 
conference would not start. 

The two embarrassed reporters slowly walked 
ош from the mayor's office. 

The ban, Озтейа said, is a political statement 
on the political agenda of the two media outlets. 

"It is more symbolic than anything . . . It is my 
way of reminding the Cebuanos that (Sun*Star and 
dyHP) were used during the elections,” Osmefia 
told the INQUIRER 

Bitter rivals 

Sun*Star Cebu is, owned by the Garcia family 
whose scion, former Mayor Alvin Garcia, is 
‘Osmefia’s bitter political rival. 

Garcia ran for a third term in the May 14 elec- 
tion but Osmefia defeated him in what was dubbed 
as Cebu's closest mayoral race in recent years. 

Radio station dyHP is managed by lawyer 
Cynthia Barte whose husband Venustiano, was a 
candidate for councilor under Garcia's party, Kugi 
Uswag Sugbo (Kusog). 

‘Osmefia clarified that the banned reporters are 
still free to interview any City Hall officials and to 
get copies of public documents, even from the may- 
бгз office. 

"I'd like to clarify that 1 have nothing against 

jut with what they represent,” Osmefia 
jave the right to grant interviews in the 

е way 1 have the right to refuse." 

"Though Sun*Star Cebu and ЗУНР are taking the 
ban “in suide." Sun*Star Cebu ran an editorial 
‘opposing the ban "because it is ile violates 
the government's policy of transparency and be- 
cause we passionately believe that a public office is 
never any officials private property.” The ban, con- 
tinued the Sun*Star editorial came as no surprise as 

mela had been avoiding its reporters even be- 
fore the start of the electoral campaign. 

The editorial also said thé decision to file 
charges against Osmefia had yet to be decided by 
the Sun*Star Cebu's board of directors “although 
many of the paper's staffers don't see any compel- 
ling need and will be content with seeing the public 
condemn his act. 

The two other daily newspapers in the city. the 
Cebu Daily News and The Freeman, have also writ- 
ten editorials opposing the ban as an affront to 
press freedom. 

‘The City Hall Association of Reporters in Me- 
dia (CHARM). an organization of reporters cover- 
ing the City Hall, had also asked Osmeña to recon- 
sider the ban. 

The Kapisanang ng mga Brodkasters sa Pilipinas 
plans to hold a dialogue with the mayor to ask him 
to lift the ban. 

Only drama station 

Barte, for her part, said the radio station was 
never used during the election, either to campaign 
for Garcia or to discredit Osmeña. 

She also said her husband had never interfered 
in the preparation of the news. “This (dyHP) is 
basically a drama station. We have drama from 8 
(алт) to 9:30 p.m.” Barte said. 

Dismal record 

Osmefia has a record of banning reporters from 
media groups that he perceives are critical of him. 

During his first term as mayor in the late 1980s, 
he had barred a reporter from Bombo Radyo be- 
cause he felt ation manager had gone out 
of bounds in criticizing him. 

In that incident, several media groups led by 
Sun*Star editor in chief Pachico Seares stepped in 
to try to settle the conflict between Озтейа and the 

tion. 
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long as Barte is the station manager of dyHP and m 
the Garcias still own Sun*Star Cebu. 

He said the ban does not violate the freedom of 
the press because other reporters can still interview 
him and can criticize him. 

Reporters of Sun*Star Cebu and dyHP are al- 
lowed to leave their tape recorders during his press 
conferences, Osmefia added, 

He claimed he knew how the paper was used 
because he was once its beneficiary when he first 
ran for mayor in 1988 and won reelection in 1992. 

їп both electoral races, Garcia was Овтейа'в 
running mate. Sun*Star Cebu, he said, favored the 
Bando Osmefia Pundok Kauswagan, Osmeha's lo- 
cal party, during his electoral campaigns with 
Garcia. > 

Osmefia decided not to run for a third term in 
1995 and endorsed the candidacy of Garcia for 
mayor. The rift between Garcia and Osmeña began 
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allies became bitter enemies by year 2000. Their 
word war escalated as the campaign season began 
and when it became clear that Osmeña had pla 

to challenge Garcia's bid for his last ter 
mayor. 

Osmelia claimed that the Sun*Star was objec- 
tive in its reportage until the last two months before 
the elections when it started to slant its news and 
commentaries in favor of Garcia's candidates. 

Озтейа' ban, said the Sun*Star editorial, "is 
personal vendetta, plain and unadulterated.” With a 
тероп from Jhnnnex. Napallacan, PDI Visayas 

lureau 
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Corpus, Lacson ‘war’ heats up 


(From page A1) 


Clavio in tum placed him in the cus- 
тоду of a priest who knew somebody 
with a line to Corpus, It was days after 
before the Isafp placed Ador and his 
family under custody. 

Corpus noted that Ador had passed 
the polygraph test administered by the 
National Bureau of Investigation, 

"In the case of Ping, will he pass a 
lie detector test?” Corpus said. 

“If the public really wants to know 
the real score, why don't the two of them 
simultaneously undergo a polygraph 
test?" the Isafp chief said. 

Corpus said he himself was willing 
to undergo a lie detector test if only to 
prove that he was not ordering Ador to 
hit Lacson. 

"Let's just see each other in cour,” 
Corpus said, referring to Lacson. 

Buoyed by the results of the poly- 
graph test, Ador disclosed that Lacson 
had also been involved in smuggling. 

Luncheon meat, 
bank account 

Ador said Lacson's group had 
smuggled into the country goods like 
"Maling" luncheon meat, cellular 
phones, rice, sugar, appliances and Coke 
in cans. 

Ador said he had receipts of the 
smuggled goods he delivered to traders 
on behalf of Lacson. 

Aside from delivery receipts, there 
are checks deposited into a bank account 
of the former PAOCTF chief, accord- 
ing to Ador. “These (checks) all went 
lo the bank account of Lacson.” he said. 

Ador said Lacson was grossly mis- 
taken when he claimed that the former 
PAOCTF civilian agent was being ma- 
nipulated by his arch-enemy Senior 
Supt. Reynaldo Berroya, chief of the 
Intelligence Group of the PNP. Ador 

һе was ready to face Lacson in 
court to substantiate his charges. 

He dared Lacson to keep his word. 
and take the lie detector test. "Face me 
like a man. 

"Sir, take the lie detector test soon 
and do it in front of the media so that 
the results will not be changed” Ador 

Lacson had said that he would sub- 


t to a polygraph test if Ador had 
passed the test. 

Lacson yesterday said there was no 
need for him to take the test because, 
according to him, Ador was not telling 
the truth. 

"The former PNP chief said he would 
consider undergoing a polygraph test 
only if Ador and Corpus had passed it. 

No basis 
"What is the basis of making me 
undergo a polygraph test? Maybe they 
should subject themselves to the same 
lest" he said. “In the first place, if all 
these allegations are lies, there is no 
basis for me to undergo that test." 

Corpus confirmed that Ador had 

passed the NBI polygraph test. 
apses 

But Reynaldo Wycoco, National 
Bureau of Investigation director, did not 
say that Ador had passed a second lie 
detector test. 

"Wycoco said the “lapses and incon- 
sistencies” in Ador's first polygraph test 
prompted the NBI to give the ex civil 
fan agent another one on Thursday af- 
emoon. 

Wycoco said the bureau was 
“forced” to give Ador another test to Чо 
determine with finality if what he is say- 
ing is fabricated or real.” 

Wycoco explained that the lapses in 
Ador's first polygraph test could have 
been the result of “stress and faulty 
memory." 

"The NBI chief added that Ador was 
recalling evens that took place three 10 
five years ago. 

"Wycoco, however, hinted that du 
ing ther investigation, several of Ador's 
allegations corroborated the results of 
the investigations independently gath- 
ered by the NBI. 

Bul he said he did not want any more 
"politics" to interfere in their probe. 

Stay cool 

He advised the personalities cur- 
rently named in Ador's allegations to 
"stay cool and be objective" as the NBI 
was still working on the case and had 
not even pointed an accusing finger at 
them. 

Corpus said Ador would undergo 
psychiatric and drug tests as part of his 
continuing evaluation 
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Tulfo denies getting 
P250,000 monthly from PNP 


By ARMAND N. NOCUM 


SEN. PANFILO Lacson yesterday 
tagged INQUIRER columnist Ramon Tulfo 
as one of those allegedly in the payola 
of the Philippine National Police. 

Lacson, a former PNP chief, said on 
radio dzBB that Tulfo was receiving 
250.000 a month. 

“Tulfo denied the charges and dared 
Lacson to name the other media persons 
on the PNP list. 

‘The columnist said Lacson's sweep- 
ing allegations had placed all mediamen 
under suspicion. 

Lacson named Tulfo afier dzBB 
broadcaster Arnold Clavio pressed him 
to name those on the list of mediamen 
receiving money from the PNP. 

Lacson had earlier said that it was 
he who ordered that the practice of pay- 
ing members of the media be stopped 
after taking over the post from former 
PNP chief Roberto Lastimoso. 

Lacson said it was the PNP comp- 


troller that gave him the list. "He can 
confirm it." he said of the comptroller. 

Не said Tulfo was the “hard hitti 
media person he was earlier referring to 
as receiving P250,000 a month during 
Lastimoso's term. 

But he quickly defended Tulfo, say- 
ing that “in faimess to Mon, maybe (the 
money) does not even get to him be- 
cause there are many enterprising” 
people in the PNP who do such things. 

In any organization, there are people 
claiming to have gotten the support of 
newsmen and telling their bosses to al- 
lot money for them, according to 
Lacson. 

“Boss, let's send this man money. 
He is okay. He is on our list, This is for 
Tulfo, P250,000," he said of a possible 
spin from a police subalter. 

“But I cannot say categorically if this 
(money) reaches him. I don't have per- 
sonal knowledge if this reaches him, 
he said. 

Lacson said he did not remember the. 


names of other mediamen receiving 
money from the PNP. He said the 
monthly fees range from P10,000 to 
20,000 a month 

їп a telephone interview from 
Cebu, Tulfo said he expected Lacson 
10 get back at him after he wrote in 
his column that he was a personal 
witness to how Lacson was execut- 
ing suspected criminals in his early. 
years in the police. 

“I'm lucky that 'm getting away 
with character assassination. Nor- 
mally, people who cross swords with 
him either end up six feet below the 
‘ground or float somewhere in the 
Pasig River," Tulfo said 

But he shared Lacson's view that 
some people in the PNP could have 
used his name. 

He dared Lacson to name the 
other media persons, 

“He should not play sissy. He 
should name all the other journalists 
‘on the list,” he said, 


Ador said he himself had requested 
these tests. 

He admitted that he was not issued 
an ID of the PAOCTF “because our ac- 
tivities were illegal." 

‘But he said Lacson had given him a 
fake ID and a badge of the PNP, which 
he said he would produce at the appro- 
priate time. 

Ador said he decided to surface af- 
ter learning last month from a certain. 
5-2 that members of their PAOCTF 
‘group were being killed off "before the 
start of the session of the Senate.” 
He said he took S-2's information as the 
truth when he personally saw the bul- 
let-riddled bodies of Mang Ben, one of 
his buddies, as well as Mang Ben's wife 
and son. 

“That was why I surfaced: to pro- 
tect not only my life but those of my 


wife and two children." Ador sad. 

He recalled that Mang Ben's body 
had two gunshot wounds, while 
wife's had one and his son, six gunshot 
wounds 
Not crazy, not afraid 
Ador brushed aside claims that he 
was crazy, a habitual liar and а swin- 
dier 

“They can call me anything they 
want.” he said. “But no crazy individual 
сап pass a polygraph test 

He said he was not afraid of Lacson 
whom he described as "a fool for fail 
ing to kill him earlier.” 

т not afraid of Lacson.” he said. 
че been with him face to face before." 
Ador said he wished he could give 

more specifies about the illegal activi- 
Че of Lacson's group. He was con- 
strained 10 do so because pieces of evi- 


Angel of mercy buried alive; death toll hits 101 


(From page A1) 


cared in the same state Thursday. 

‘The President released P5 million 
from her social fund for the repair of 
infrastructure damaged by the typhoon. 

This is on top of the P5 million ear- 
lier released by the Department of Pub- 
lic Works and Highways for the repair 
of the Caranglaan dike. 

‘The rains destroyed the dike, caus- 
ing the inundation of Bayambang and 
other towns in the third district of 
Pangasinan, 

In her weekly news conference in 
Malacafiang, the President expressed 
sadness over the deaths and the dam- 
age, and said government agencies 
would provide the necessarily relief. 

She said that on her way to 
Pangasinan by helicopter, she observed 
that flooding in certain parts of Metro 
Manila had subsided, thanks to dredg- 
ing operations conducted in previous 
months, 

But she expressed irritation over re- 
poris that flooding in certain areas in the. 
metropolis was brought on by the in- 
discriminate dumping of garbage. 

“We should have leamed by now 
that even with a Ше rain, the streets 
will be flooded if we don't clean the 
esteros and we don't remove the ga 
bage from canals and culverts,” the 
President s 

‘She appealed to the public to dispose 
of garbage properly, and issued the re- 
minder that more typhoons were ex- 
pected to hit the country now that the 
rainy season had set i 

Whole families 

Lawrence Adube, chief of Baguio's 
barangay affairs office, said that at the 
peak of the typhoon's strength, Albon 
Went around Pinsao Proper warning 
residents living on cliff sides to seek 
safe grounds. 

Adube said Albon's family would 
receive a citation from the city govern- 
ment for her heroism. 

Government and volunteer rescue 
leams have stumbled on whole families 
buried alive by landslides, like the 
Doques in Barangay Sto. Tomas Cen- 
iral 

Those killed were Remalyn, 3, Myra, 
6, Marjorie, 25, Lydia, 60, Anastacio, 
60, and Renaldo, 41—all surnamed 
Dogue. 


In the vegetable-growing town of 
Atok in Benguet, a landslide claimed 
another family 

Rescue workers were told that Arlyn 
and Eddie Calungi lefi their house with 
thee of their children in tow when the 
typhoon siruck Wednesday, 

The Calungis sought shelter in their 
parents’ house, which was suddenly hit 
by a landslide. No one in the house sur- 
vived. 

‘The Regional Disaster Coordinating 
Council (RDCC) in the Cordillera said 
40 had been reported missing. 

Damage to crops in Benguet and 
Kalinga was estimated at P7 million, 
and to infrastructure in Baguio and 
Benguet, at P54.05 million. 

RDCC reports said damage to infra- 
structure in Kalinga and Mt. Province 
was estimated at PS million and P5.5 
million 

In ifugao, damage to infrastructure 
was P6.5 million, and to crops, P21.06 
million. 

The Apayao, Chico and Cagayan 
Rivers also swelled during the typhoon, 
the RDCC added. 

Pangasinan 

In Binalonan, Pangasinan, PO2 
Marco Valerio died at the height of the 
typhoon while in service as a traffic 
policeman, He was among the 12 killed 
in the province 

Valerio, 32, guided a Manila-bound 
1-300 van as it negotiated four-foot 
floodwaters raging over the Aloragat 
Bridge. 

"The bridge collapsed after the van 
had passed through. and Valerio was 
swept away by the strong currens 

His companion, P02 Veranio 
Tomiñez, said Valerio's cries for help 
were muted by the howling wind. 
Tomiñez dived into the river when he 
felt the bridge shaking, and survived 

Valerio's wife Erlinda and two chil- 
dren received P50,000 in cash from the 
President yesterday. 

In Dagupan City, frantic parents of 
two missing boys found their children 
alive in San Jacinto town about 6 kilo- 
meters away. 

"The boys owed their lives to a float 
ing banana trunk to which they clung 
for five ours until rescuers found them 
stuck in a bamboo grove in Barangay 
Magsaysay. 

Acconling to reports, Christian Paul 


Dimayuga. 14, and his friend were bik- 
ing to Dagupan when the waters re- 
leised from the reservoirs of the Binga 
and Ambuklao dams in Benguet caught 
up with them 

Chief Insp. Manny Landin 
Jacinto police chief. told the INqU 
that one of the boys grabbed ihe banana 
trunk and then they boih held onto it. 

Landingin said another boy who had 
beca тороп missing was found alive 
on the rof of a house in Barangay San 
Vicesie ia San Jaco 

in Malasiqui town, another boy on 
a bike survived the floods by climbing 
а mango ree în Barangay Ауа 

"The Pangasinan Provincial Disaster 
Coordinating Council reported the de- 
cin of more than FAS million im 
fish, masly hangus gown in ponds, at 
least PL million in crops. and roads 
and bridges worth P3.3 million 

1а Bayambang town. the 600-meter 
ponion of the Gussie Dike ofthe Agno 
Flood Control Project collapsed. Aboot 
200 meters ofthe dike in Malasiqui was 
also washed away. triggering floods 
Teaching up to $ feet in-central 
Pangasinan. 

More than 400 villages in 28 towns 
in Pangasinan were still ooded yester 
p 

in Dagupan, damage o agriculture, 
fishery and infrastructure reached more 
than P80 million. Atleast P23 million 
here bora pee itin 

locos Sur, La Union 

1n locos Sur, 14 people were re- 
poned killed and wo missing 

Among the dead are Evaristo Papa 
Sr. John Domino, Domingo Salvador 
Francisco Butwang, Dionisio Тозу an. 
Francisca Сапар зу. Magdalena Asia, 
sisters Judy and Mary Ann Viroce and 
Reynaldo Licudan. 

"The middle span of the Quirino 
bridge in Bantay town collapsed, iso- 
tating Vigan City and the tow 
first eset of locos Sur, 

"This resulted in panic buying of 
июкешдойетой procs, s 
= 

"Two Armed Forces helicopters were 
sent 10 the province on the request of. 
former Gov. Luis “Chavit” Singson fo 
transport stranded people, пошу expe 
trite Filipinos, to nearby Ilocos Non. 

1а La Union, crop damage wat 
placed at P6.4 million, and damage to 


infrastructure and fishery P205,000 and 
P622.00. 

‘Ai least 28 people were hurt when a 
hurricane hit the villages of Catbangen 
and Poro in San Fernando City Thurs- 
day. 

Reports said several villages in Sto. 
Tomas, Agoo and Aringay towns were 
stil flooded yesterday. 

Health Secretary Manuel Dayrit vis- 
ited San Fernando Thursday and do- 
nated two truckloads of medicines to 
typhoon victims 

Cagayan Valley 

Five people were reported killed and 
thre others missing in Cagayan Valley. 

Disaster officials said Rodolfo de 
Guzman, Armando Javier and Adela 
Сарала, ай from Sta. Ana, Cagayan, 
were electrocuted. Elmer Ballad of 
Pefablanca, Cagayan, and Мотор 
Apoy of Bagabag, Nueva Vizcaya, 
drowned. 

Phone and power lines have been 
down since Wednesday. 

Damage to agriculture was placed at 
P40 million in Isabela and P30 million 
in Cagayan. 

In Nueva Vizcaya, more than 50 vil- 
tages in 11 towns in the province were 
flooded. 

Evaliza Agamata, Office of Civi 
Defense chief in Nueva Vizcaya. said 
damage lo crops was initially estimated 
at P13.1 million, and to roads and 
bridges P1.1 million, 

Dalton Pass in Sta. Fe town was 
opened о traffic yesterday 

Central Luzon 

In Zambales, a fisherman was killed 
and two others went missing when their 
boat capsized off the const of Sta. Cruz 
own at the height of the typhoon. 

"The body of Daniel Eral 26, was 
found by the crew of a ship that rescued 
two other fishermen Thursday. 

Chief Insp. Eugene Sapasap. Sta 
Cruz police chief, said Eral, Eddie 
Ebunga and Jessie Ebana went to sea 
оп June 26 but met with strong wind 
and rain on July 4 

Ebunga and Ebana remained miss- 
ing at press time. 

Also reported killed was one Virgilio 
Ovilla, 60, a fisherman of Masinloc 
town. 

"The ship that docked off Masinloc 
Bay rescued fishermen Rodolfo Eral and 
Ricky Nuñez, who were found clinging 


‘Hot spots’ specialist new US envoy to RP 


(From page A1) 


Powell, who is known to prefer career 
diplomats over political appointees in 
filling up major vacancies 

"The source suid "some Republicans 
are not happy with the choice" of Dob- 
bins because of the actions he took when. 
he was the State Department's senior 
manager for peace operations in Haiti 
in 1994-96. 

“Lam told he is a first-rate foreign 
service person,” the source added. 

Long wait 

‘The Philippines has been without an 
American ambassador for a year, since 
Thomas C. Hubbard left for the United 
States and, recently, for a new posting 
in South Korea. 

Peter Burleigh, another State Depart- 
ment veteran, was to have replaced the 
popular Hubbard at the Manila posting, 


but he became a political pawn between 
the Republicans and Clinton. 

Burleigh described asthe best man 
for the job" by his former boss at the 
United Nations, decided to retire afier 
months of waiting. 

Chris Castro, officer of the Philip- 
pine Desk at the State Deparment, told 
the inguin that the yearlong absence 
of an American ambassador should not 
фе a cume for concern 

~The United States regards the Phil- 
ippines as an important ally and places 
inrporance on is role in maintaining 
pence and stability nthe Asia-Pacific 
region,” Casio said. 

Recently, Hubbard also aired the 
same assurance, adding that Michael 
Malinowski, the charge d'affaires at he 
US Embassy in Manil, "as been do- 
ing a great job 

Expertise ‘hot spots’ 

Hubba likely successor does not 


have an extensive background in Asia. 
His expertise is in Europe, where he 
served in various top posts for over 20 
years, including as ambassador to the 
European Community in 1991-93. 

But he was with the US delegation 
tothe Vietnam peace talks in 1968, and, 
as an officer in the US Navy, he also 
served for two years in Vietnam. 

Dobbins also handled virtually all 
the major "hot spots” overseas in recent 


He was the State Department's se- 
nior manager for peace operations in 
Kosovo, Bosnia, Haiti and Somalia, and 
was special adviser to Clinton and Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine Albright for 
Kosovo and the Dayton peace imple- 
mentation. 

He handled the Balkan crisi 
throughout the Kosovo conflict in 1999. 

Dobbins also supervised the diplo- 
matic and civil aspects of the Clinton 


administration's intervention in Haiti in 
1994 to 1996. Previously, he oversaw 
the disengagement of US forces from 
Somalia. 

Aside from his official functions, 
Dobbins was a senior fellow at the Rand 
Corporation in 1993 and at the Council 
of Foreign Relations in 1994-96. 

Athe State Department in Washing- 
ton, Dobbins served as deputy assistant 
secretary (1982-85), principal deputy 
assistant secretary (1989-90), and act- 
ing assistant secretary for European and 
Canadian Affairs (1991-93). 

In Europe, he served as deputy chief 
of mission in Bonn (1985-89), political- 
military Officer in London (1978-81). 
and political officer in Paris (1969). 

Dobbins was born on May 31, 1942. 
їп Brooklyn, New York. He graduated 
from Georgetown University in 1963. 
He is married to the Toril Kleivdal Dob- 
bins, with whom he has two sons. 


» 


dence were being gathered by govem- 
ment agents for the filing of cases 
against Lacson and his men. 

No bad blood 

Corpus said there was no bad blood 
between him and Lacson before. 

“When we (Isafp) were asked to help 
to investigate criminal activities, we re- 
ceived a lot of reports about the involve- 
ment of Lacson in illegal activities like 
kidnapping. summary executions, 
drugs, bank robberies . . . and a lol 
тоге.” Corpus said. 

“My only ‘sin’ was that Ador was 
referred 10 lsafp." he said. 

Corpus, however, noted that since 
Isafp started investigating Lacson's al- 
leged crime links, Lacson started to get 
angry with him and with people, who 

ap to lay the goods on 
"That's the reason I know why 


o a floating styrofoam container. 
More than 700 families from 86 

coastal villages in Zambales were 

moved to safe grounds, reports said 

Floods spawned by Feria destroyed 
at least PIS million worth of newly 
planted palay in Central Luzon. 

Yesterday. at least 92 villages re- 
mained flooded in Bataan, Pampanga, 
Zambales, Tarlac and Nueva Ecija. 

Heavy floods are expected in the 
coastal towns of Bulacan as the waters. 
from Nueva Ecija and Pampanga are 
expected to hit Bulacan before draining, 
into Manila Bay. 

Reports from the regional Depart- 
ment of Social Welfare and Develop- 
ment said floods had displaced at least 
779.000 residents of Central Luzon. 

The DSWD said 154 families from 
Aliaga, Ecija, and Sta, Cruz, 
Zambales, had been taken to four evacu- 
ation centers in those provinces. 

Manila 

In Manila, a total of 250 families 
(1.250 persons) have been evacuated 
from their homes in the city's western 
and southern areas since Wednesday 

Most of those displaced are from the 
Baseco Compound and communities 
along the Estero de Vitas in Tondo. 

Juliet Villegas, head of the DSWD 
in Manila, said most of the evacuees 
were being housed at the Barangay 105 
and 649 halls and at the Baseco Health 
Center. 

The DSWD also evacuated dozens 
of families living along the sea wall on 
Roxas Boulevard. 

Bad weather forced commercial air- 
lines based in Hong Kong and Taiwan 
to cancel their flights to and from Ma- 
nila yesterday, the flight information 
officer at the Ninoy Aquino Interna 


James Bond 


(From page A1) 


be crawling with James Bond-ish char- 

"The local police are fielding under- 
cover agents 0 snoop on guests, mostly 
undesirable aliens, who might convert 
their hotel rooms into instant drug labo- 

‘And the presence of the Pinoy James 
Bonds should make Abu Sayyaf bandits 
think twice before they "visit" the region. 

But hotel owners are not too keen 
about adopting the idea of deploying the 
secret agents. 

Eileen San Juan, president of the 
Cagayan de Oro Hotel and Resort As- 
sociation, said the strategy is subject to 

ibuse and could add to the perception 
that Mindanao was а war-torn area. 

“Others might feel secure but many 
‘would be scared," she said. 

‘Another hotel owner was concerned 
about who would pay for the food of 
the operatives. 

‘Supt. Arturo Invento, chief of the 
police investigation and inspectorate 
division in Northern Mindanao, said the 
spies would be fielded this month. 

“You could never tell if those tour- 
ists coming in were doing something. 
illegal," Invento said. 

He зай! they had already asked the 
immigration bureau to furnish them a 
list of aliens who were barred from en- 
tering the country. 

He said suspicions that undesirable 
aliens might convert their hotel rooms 


j 

he is mad at me," he said. 

Corpus stressed that Isafp was still 
verifying Ador's revelations, 

"Some of them may be true, others 
тау turn out to be false,” he sai 

‘One of these is the alleged summary 
execution of casino employee Edgar 
Bentain, who is believed o have leaked a 
videotape showing then presidential can- 
didate Joseph Esvad and is buddy Atong 
Ang playing ahighstakes ead game. 

Corpus said Isafp appeared to be 
making headway in the recovery of the 
remains of Benin 

‘Corpus said two witnesses, a certain 
Julie and her husband, had claimed see- 
ing the drum near a bridge in Bacolor, 
Pampanga. 

Ador said in his affidavit that he saw 
Bentain in the drum covered with cement 
"The drum was later buried in lahar. 


tional Airport said. 

Cathay Pacific cancelled three of its 
flights for Hong Kong scheduled at 7 
am., LL a.m. and 12:55 pam. 

Also. the airline s lights from Hong 
Kong did not arrive in Manila as sched- 
uled at 11:50 рли. Thursday and at 9:50 
элт. and П aum. yesterday. 

China Airlines’ flight from 
Ksoshiung to Manila was also can- 
celled, and so was йз return flight yes- 
terday morning. — 

Davao City 

‘Atleast 155 houses were damaged 
by monsoon waves that hit seven coastal 
villages in Davao City early Thursday 
as Feria was lashing Luzon. 

"The Davao City Disaster Coordinat- 
ing Council reported that huge waves 
battered the city's shorelines about 4 
am. Residents awakened from sleep 
scampered to safety as the waves de- 
stroyed their homes 

The heavily affected areas were 
Bago Aplaya, Puroks San Jose and KP 
in R. Castillo, Isla Suerte in Times 
Beach, Punta Dumalag, Matina Aplaya, 
Purok 8-A, Barangay 31-D and Lanang 
Beach Club. 

“The council said no one was seri- 
ously hurt although the waters carried 
away several fishing boats. Reports 
drom Vincent Cabreza, Nathan 
Alcantara, Alfred Dizon, Jessebel 
Lacbawan, Yolanda Fuertes, Leoncio 
Balbin Jr., Villamór Visaya Jr, Ben 
Moses Ebreo and Gia Damaso-Dumo, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau; Cesar 
Villa, Tonette Orejas and Jun Malig, 
PDI Centrat Luzon Desk; Christine 
Avendano, Jerome Aning and TJ. 
Burgonio in Manila; Anthony 5. 
Allada and Ayan С. Mellejor, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 


imo shabu laboratories were prompted 
by US Drug Enforcement Agency find- 
ings that drug suppliers have the tech- 
nology to manufacture shabu from labo- 
ratory equipment that can be stored in a 
small attaché case. 

He said criminals posing as tourists 
could easily check into a local hotel or 
resort and then manufacture illegal 
drugs from there. 

“It’s better if we were prepared,’ 
Invento said. 

He said most ofthe policemen who 
would be deployed would come from 
the newly organized Tourist Assistance 
Office-Police Outpost (Tao Po). 

Senior police officials met at the 
Philiown Hotel here on Wednesday with 
hotel and resort owners in Northern 
Mindanao to set the guidelines for the 
deployment of the undercover agents. 

Dorothy Jean Pabayo, tourism re- 
‘gional director for Northern Mindanao, 
urged the hotel and resort owners to adopt 
the police security measure especially in 
the wake of the Abu Sayyaf threat. 

“It's our duty to make the stay of our 
foreign visitors safe and comfortable,” 
she said. 

She said tourist arrivals in northern 
Mindanao went down by 14 percent af- 
ter foreign governments advised their 
citizens to shy away from Mindanao. 

‘One of those that issued a travel ad- 
visory against travel to some parts оГ 
Mindanao was the United Kingdom, 
where incidentally the “real” James 
Bond comes from. 


ПЕ As] 


SPORISONTV LPGA Jamie Farr at 11:30 am. (r), Day 12 


Kroger Classe, Second Ladies SiGe e 
‘Compuen sy Lorenzo Round at 8 p.m. (г), Third. 
үч КЕШТИ, 
GOLF: PGA Advil "TENNIS Wimbledon- 


and Mixed Doubles Final 
Western Open, Second Day 11 Highlights at 8 


RP golf champ in Jakarta 


‘THE PHILIPPINES won yesterday the 18th Asean Seniors Golf crown in Jakarta. 
“We dedicate this victory to our countrymen as we extend our gratitude to the 
NGAP. especially Benny Gopez, who made possible our trip,” said Rico Javier of 
the winning team that also included Cmdr. Danny Pizarro, Вау Baltazar and Gen. 

Teddy Yabes. The Filipinos beat entries from Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia and 


BASKETBALL: 
Aslan Basketball Show at 


at 9 p.m. on Star Sports 
Round at $:30 a.m. on зат nece Sen te 


Singapore. 


ALS. MENDOZA, Editor [Bl EDWIN M. VILLANUEVA, Assistant Editor 


Star Sports 


am. (r- 8 p.m), Day 11- 


NBA Inside Stuf at 4:30 
Men's Singles Semifinals 


pan. () оп Star Sports 


PBA THRILLER 


Mobiline outlasts Tanduay 


gian Justine Henin. 


VENUS Williams: Hungry for another title. 


It’s Venus vs Belgian 
for Wimbledon crown 


WIMBLEDON, England —Defending 
Wimbledon champion Venus Williams de- 
feated former champion Lindsay Daven- 
port, 6-2, 6-7 (1), 6-1, on Thursday on 
Center Court to reach the final against Bel- 


Williams, who beat the Californian in a 
onezsided, two-set final a year ago, began 
10 overpower Davenport from the first 
point and had her under pressure from the 
first game when Williams started hammer- 
ing.120 mph (192 kph) serves. 

After breezing through the first set, 
Williams led 4-2 in the second and seemed 
headed for an easy victory. But Davenport 
broke Williams for the first time in the 
match in the seventh game and, picking on. 
Williams" shaky forehand and faltering 


serve, got back even winning the tiebreaker, 
71 

But instead of the third-seeded Daven- 
роп getting the momentum, it was second- 
seeded Williams who bounced back and 
broke Davenport three times in the final 
set to take it, 6-1. Davenport has a 10-7 
career record against Williams, but Will- 
iams has won four of ће last five. 

Tn the other semifinal on Center Cour, 
Henin defeated Jennifer Capriati 26,64, 62. 

‘Williams, who also won the U.S. Open 
а year ago, is still hungry for another title 
atthe All England Club, 

"One isn't enough. I've got to keep get- 
ting more, taking tities home," she said af- 
ter the victory. 

Williams credited Davenport, the former 


forit” 


2001." 


HENIN: Scores shocking win over Capriati. 4? 


Australian and U.S. Open champion, with 
coming from behind. 

“She started playing very well in the 
‘second set and hit some penetrating balls, 
and I think my feet stopped moving. | think 
she was very much into the match, I think 
T just played well 

“When you're down 2-6 and 1-4 
there's some things you've got to do, and 
I think she really just started going all out 


Williams, 21, said she saw some of the 
19-year-old Belgian’s win over Capriati 
“She's a good player, a very good 
player and it seems like she likes the grass," 
Williams said."And you have to be play- 
ing very well to beat Jennifer Capriati in 


AP 


Cebu hosts Adidas Streetball 


THE ADIDAS Streetball Challenge 2001 heads for 
Cebu, where the Visayas eliminations of the country's 
most popular three-on-three event will be held this 
weekend at SM Cebu. 

Cebu City Mayor Tomas Osmefia is expected to 
open the event. Some 450 teams are competing in divi- 


remains one of the cradles of Philippine basketball, 
‘Action will be keen and entertaining in the seniors 
(boys, 16-18 years), girls (18 years and below), jun- 
iors (boys, 12-15 years), midgets (boys, 9-11 years) 
and the debuting Streetball on Wheels. 
"Given Cebu's high level of play, basketball fans 


Rejistration was brisk despite rains, proof that Cebu 


Ong 
seeks 
title 


FERDINAND Ong of 
Rota-Speedwelle- 
Outlast Battery tries to 
move closer to the over- 
all championship when 
the Petron Grand Prix re- 
sumes with the ninth and 
10th rounds at the Subic 
International Raceway 
this weekend. 

Ong, who is seeking 
1o become only the sixth 
man to win the presti- 
gious "Driver of the 
Year" honors since the 
revival of circuit racing 
in the country in 1994, 
will uy to extend his 
lead in the Blaze super 
saloon category with 
only six rounds remain- 
ing. 

‘A win by Ong in ei- 
ther the ninth or 10 
rounds will put him way 
ahead in the overall stand- 
ings in this 14-part series. 
organized by Sports Val- 
ues Ine, (SVI) and spon- 
sored by Petron Corp. 

Ong has an eight-leg of 
60 points, 21 points ahead 
of Kookie Ramirez of 
Petron-SRA in the over- 
all standings. 

A distant third was 
Nilo Pazcoguin of Caltex- 
tom's, Asia with 31 
points, 

For inquiries, call 
Estela Casibang of SVI at 
tel. 671-6926. 


are in for an excellent weekend treat,” said Adidas 
‘marketing and sales director Sonny Nebres. 


Zed-Gulf tries again; Potenciano ready 
THE LEADING team in the Subic Grand Prix Production series, the Zed-Gulf Oil- 

MP Turbo team, is raring to repeat its supero resus in the last ound. Supported 
by the world’s largest mobile [neret company and one of the oldest lubricant 
specialists in world, the Zed-Gulf Ой team fs hoping for a wet race to extend its 
icad. The team also enjoys suppor from Francisco Motors Corp, Abante, Rota. 
Wheels, GomaKing Trading, Yehey.com, AER Engines, BLTBCo, Bavarian Ma- 
chine Works and race specialist MP Turbo. Bagutodriver and the team's most 
Successful protégé, Carlos Anton, and celebrity diver Monching Gutierez will 
lead the assault in the Production and Challenge Cup races, respectively. Team 
captain Mike Potenciano will ry to win his first race in the Super Saloon class after 
breaking his string of bad luck by placing third in the last round. 


Glutaphos, other chessfests set 


IT'S all systems go for the staging of the P2.2M Glutaphos Philippines Chess 
Grand Prix at the Sugarland Hotel in Bacolod City on July 7 to 31. The tournament 
is sponsored by Pascual Laboratories Inc. makers of Giutaphos the brain vitamin, 
in cooperation with the Department of Interior and Local Government, Bacolod 
City Local Government, Sugarland Hotel and Negros Navigation. In Quezon City, 
the July edition of the Executive Chess Days at the Grandmasters Café will begin 
at Грат, today. Tomorrow, the NCFP holds the Non-Master event at 9:30 a.m. at 
the Egel's Sizzling House, 22 Matalino St., (beside Allied Bank, at the back of QC 
Hall), Diliman, Quezon City. Also tomorrow, the Litle Chess League begins at 
12:30 p.m. at the 2/F Center Mall Greenhills Shopping Center in San Juan. 


Mickelson 1 shot behind unknown 


LEMONT, Illinois —Phil Mickelson, who won the Greater Hartford Open last. 
weekend, was bogey-free, shooting a 6-under 66 to finish one back in the first round. 
of the Western Open. Little-known Mark Wiebe was ahead with a 65. Tiger 
Woods struggled with a 73 and then broke a club on the 18th. “I told my wife, when. 
T'm playing well, I know it,” said Wiebe, who hasn't won a PGA Tour event since 
1986. "I just feel like I'm playing really good golf right now.” Said Mickelson: “The 
goal is really just to get into contention, not to shoot way up the leaderboard,” 
Mickelson said. "The goal is to have a shot on Sunday. This is a nice star.” 


Ty stages Charlie derby 


COCKFIGHTING at its best will be seen today in the Charlie 4-Cock Derby at the 
Roligon Mega Cockpit in Paraiaque City. Sponsored by Lakpue Drug Inc. the 
event is hosted by Charlie Gayoso, a popular cocker in Marikina, Pasig. Sta. Ana, 
Sta. Quiteria and Cavite. Cockers like Boy Lechon, Emilio Chua, brothers Relly and 
Tos Teyes, Dennis del Rosario, Carding Ng, Lito Oilosa, Rudy Salud and William 
Go ме expected to participate. Promoter Danny (Showdown) Ty, known for his 
slogan "Bilis aban, bilis bayad.” said that weights between 1.8 and 24 kg must be 
submitted from 610 11 a.m. Other 4-cock derbies scheduled at the Roligon are: July 
14-Tukaan hosted by Emoy Gorgonia, July 24-Peter Macky by Peter Macky 
(Ronnel Tañada) & Tiling Capitan and July 31-Goldeup by William "Goldcup" 
Go. 


‘Festival’ 
races on 


THE MANILA Jockey 
Club Inc. ups the ante in 
today's continuation of 
the Fil-Am Friendship 
Racing Festiva as it stages 


atthe San Lazaro Hippo- 
drome. 
Highlights of the race 


"The five-day racefest 
ends tomorrow with the 
running of the"Horseman's 
Cup." the 3rd and final leg 
Of the Philracom Triple 
Crown Series. 


AT SAN LAZARO 
By Ма. 999 


Race 1—1. Real 
Charm 2. Yallah's Prin- 
сезе 3. Fiead My Mind 4. 
Scream for Chance 
Race 2—1. Prince of 
Айса 2. Khazan 3. 
mita Jack 4. Redding 
Race 3—1. Majestic 
Ruler 2. Puzziing Friend 
3. King Aldrin 4. Rain- 
maker 
Raco 4—1. King Co- 
bra 2. Lucky Fi 3. лаз 
Pride 4. Fising Fast 
Race 5—1, Ат and 
Fire/Sis Boom Bah 2. Si- 
ver Rose 3. Heredera 
IA My Inoy 2, 


E 


Sree 7—1, Gold Edl- 
lion 2. Sonata 3. The Fox 
Race 8—1. Baby 
Maoine 2. Royal Harvest 
8. Imus Emperor 
Race 9—1, Sir Olizon 
2. Pro Bong 3. Sweet Jus- 
tice 4, Perfect Git 
‘Race 10—1. 
Regalberto 2. Dr 
Sirke 3. Brazen Tr 
Race 11—1. Portal 
Dancer 2. Like A Prince 
3. Aleviator 4. Fire Mouth 
Race 12—1. Golden 
Indy/Adrenalin ^ 2. 
Forhefirstime 3. Victoria 


ois a Voy 


Warning 2. Knows Love 
3. Alvon 4. Nagniningning 


Games Tomorrow (Araneta Coliseum) 
4:15 p.m—Alaska Milk vs Shell 
6:30 p-m.—Sta. Lucia Really vs Red Bull 


By JUNE NAVARRO 


ANTIPOLO CITY—Todd Bernard woke up from a 
‘deep slumber to anchor Mobiline to a come-from-be- 
hind 94-89 overtime victory over slumping Tanduay 
Jast night in the PBA Commissioner's Cup at the Ynares 
Center here. 

Shackled in the first three quarters, Bernard ex- 
ploded in the fourth and conspired with crowd-pleaser 
Asi Taulava down the stretch for the Phone Pals’ third 
‘win in seven matches. 

In the second game, Barangay Ginebra survived a 
blistering Pop Cola comeback in the fourth quarter to 
escape with an 83-80 victory for its fourth win in 
seven outings. Pop dropped to 3-5. 

Taulava scored a career-high 43 points and blocked 
seven shots for Mobiline, which won its first game 
since the 6-foot-9 behemoth came back dangling his 
recognition papers from the Department of Justice 
two weeks ago. 

But Bernard made the most damage on the 
Rhummasters” bid as he strung 14 of the Phone Pals 
last 16 points in the fourth and extension period. 


in OT 


During that span Kevin Freeman single-handedly 
carried Tanduay, scoring nine stright points in one 
stretch and sinking two crucial free throws in the fad- 
ing moments to Че the count at 87 in regulation. 

The Rhummasters, however, sputtered ig the extra 
period, managing to put only a single basket which led 
to their fifth defeat in seven games. 

really didn't expect Bernard to pull the game for 
us, He was quite sluggish prior to the fourth, making us 
rely more on Asi,” said Mobiline mentor Louie Alas. 

Draining only 7 points їп the first three quarters, 
Bernard came to life їп the fourth to finish with 24 

Freeman had the game of his life as he sizzled 
with 44 points, a career high but wasn't enough to 
save the Rhummasters from nearing the threshold 
of elimination, 

The Rhummasters are just a victory ahead of the 
Shell Zoommasters, who are languishing at the cellar 
with a 1-6 record 

The Scores: 

MOBILINE 94—Tauiava 43, Bernard 24, Codinera 
12, Comaso 7, Ravena 4, Pablo 2, Demape 2, Fran 0, 
Ejercito 0, Babilonia 0- 

TANDUAY 89—Froeman 44, Hontiveros 11, 
Cariaso 10, Realubit 6, Cantonjos 6, Balingit 5, 
Pumaren 2, Locsin 2, Webb 2 
pr Quarencons: 18-18, 934, 59-61, 87-87, 94-69 


Marlins shock San Juan Knights 


STANDINGS 
Negros 

Andok's San Juan 
LBC Batangas 
Cebuana Lhuillier 
Fedex Laguna 
Nuova Ecja 
Soosargen 
Davao 


GAMES TOMORROW 
Себи Ciy Coliseum 
500 pm. Negros 
Ep 
San Juan Gym 
5:30 pm. Negros 
vs San Juan е 


By Roy LUARCA 


‘THE SOCSARGEN Marlins stunned the Andok's San 
Juan Knights with a blistering run at the start of the 
fourth quarter and went on to tally a 108-97 victory 
last night in the Metropolitan Basketball Association 
First Phase at the CP Tinga Gym in Taguig. 

With their second stringers delivering, the Marlins 
clustered 13 points to post а 91-71 spread which proved 
too large to overhaul even for the talent-Iaden Knights. 

It was the second straight win for the Marlins 
after dropping their first six games, including a 114- 
90 rout at the hands of the Knights in their first en- 
counter on June 27. 


The Knights, on the other hand, saw their four- 
game winning streak broken and dropped to second 
place at 6-3 behind first game winner Negros Slashers. 

Cris Bade stood at the helm of the Marlins offense. 
with 25 points and 12 rebounds though it was Aldrich 
Reyes who delivered the lethal blows with 20 points 
and 2 steals. 

Earlier, rookie Dino Aldeguer had his breakout 
game, combining with veteran Ruben dela Rosa to 
spearhead the Slashers’ 114-88 dumping of the Nueva 
Ecija Patriots. 

Given the opportunity to shine by coach Robert 
Sison, the 5-foot-9 И former De La Salle Green Ar- 
cher responded to the challenge by pumping in 13 of 
his 16 points and ably orchestrating the plays in the 
decisive fourth quarter. 

The scores: 

NEGROS 114-—Adeguer 16, Ferriols 16, Dela Rosa. 
18. White 15, Cardal 14, BaLog 11, Hugnatan 8, 
Benedicto 6, Tierra 5, Huelar 0, ignacio 0. 

N. ECIJA 88—Bautista 21, А, de Guzman 14, 
Manucat 10, Bansi 10, Allen 8, Aquino 8, Racho 8, De 
Guia 5, J. de Guzman 4, Punzalan 0, Makalintal 0 

Quarters: 25-31, 54-55, 70-72, 114-88. 


77th NCAA season at Big Dome 


GAMES TODAY (Araneta Coliseum) 

12 nn—Opening Ceremonies 

1 pm.—San Sebastian vs Jose Rizal University 
3 pm—Mapua vs ОРНА 

5 pm—St. Benide vs Letran 

7 p.m.—Phillppine Christian U vs San Beda 


EXPECT nothing less than the cacophonous beating 
of the drums and the deafening roars ofthe collegiate 
crowd as the 77* National Collegiate Athletic Asso- 
ciation fires off today at the Araneta Coliseum. 

With the theme “Revitalizing the Heritage of 
Sports,” the oldest collegiate league in the country fea- 
tures eight reputedly balanced squads for this year's 
crown, 

College of St. Benilde, tagging along its breath-hold- 


ing gang of sensual cheerleaders, opens its ttle-reten- 
tion bid against Letran at 5 p.m. 

As defending champions, pressure will certainly 
be on the side of the Blazers, who became the young- 
est team to ever capture an NCAA title as they only 
joined in 1998. 

‘But we are ready for any obstacle that would 
stop us from scoring a back-to-back title. I guess we 
have pretty good chances since we stil are an almost 
intact lineup,” said CSB coach Dong Vergeire. 

Equally talented, San Beda and host Philippine 
Christian University will tangle in the nightcap. 

Veteran coach Jimmy Mariano will сай the shots 
for the Dolphins while the Red Lions will be coached 
by Rene Baena. 


Chino is Espiritu Cup guest today 


GAMES TODAY (Makati Coliseum) 

2:00 p.m.—Opening Ceremon 

230 pm.—G.P. Maryson vs Army 

4:00 p.m—Wang's vs Spring Cooking Ой 


PBL Commissioner Chino Trinidad will be guest of 
honor as the NBC-3rd Danny Espiritu Cup basketball 
tournament unwraps with a doubleheader today at the 
Makati Coliseum, 

It will be G.P. Maryson against Coach Ronald 


On July 
worth taking a 


The 2001 models from BMW 


Manahan's Philippine Army cagers at 2:30 p.m. and 
Coach Tito Palma's Spring Cooking Oil against Wang's 
ball Club at 4 o'clock. 

‘Trinidad will give an inspirational talk during the 2 
p.m. opening ceremony and make the ceremonial toss 
together with sportsman Danny Espiritu. PBA player 
and tournament commissioner Mar Morelos will wel- 
come the guests and participants while Espiritu will 
declare the tourney open after the oath of sportsman- 
ship to be led by Rommel Daep. 


7 & 8, 2001 it will be 


closer look! 


From 9 am on Saturday July 7'" ond Sunday July 8, we 
invite you to view the latest BMW models on our open 

house day. Come see, feel and test drive the latest generation 
of sports saloons, coupes and roadsters. We.offer attractive 
finance conditions and accept your current vehicle as part 


Payment at maximum prica! 


BNW 3161 
BMW 318iA, 
BMW 3251A 
BMW 5231A 


BMW 3251А Touring 
BMW 32514 Coupe 
BMW 830A Sport 
BMW Z3 2.21 Roadster 


BMW Z3 3.0i Coupe. 
BMW М5 
BMW.Z8 


It's easy to get your free 


Sprite-Globe- 


= HANDY PHONE 
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AVAILABLE AT SELECTED 7-11 AND CALTEX STAR MART OUTLETS AND AT THE FOLLOWING GLOBE BUSINESS CENTERS: 

‘Alabang Town Center - 2/F ALCO Bldg, Greenhills + Upper G/F Globe Telecom Plaza, Pioneer St, Mandaluyong • G/F Alcantara Bldg. Marikina + Park Square 1, Ayala Center Makati * G/F AB Sandoval Bldg, Shaw + 
2/F SM Fairview * 5/F SM Megamall + Carpark, SM City North Edsa + 4/F SM City Manila * 3/F SM Centerpoint + UG East Hall Way, SM Southmall + G/F Ayala Tower One + G/F Globe Telecom Bldg, UN Avenue + 
4/F Festival Supermall, Alabang * The Hub, 2/F Glorietta 4, Ayala Center * G/F Robinson s Galleria - G/F SM City Pampanga * Diversion Ext. Rd, Bolbok, Batangas City + 3/F SM Bacoor, Cavite • Unit 107 VSB Mall, 


Bacolod City * 2/F, Paseo Verde, Ayala Center Cebu * 3/F SM City Cebu + 2/F SM City lloilo * 2/F Victoria Plaza, Davao + Grand Meng Seng Hotel, A. Pichon St, Davao City + Door 17, Road Bldg, Santiago Blvd, 
Gen, Santos City 


ALSO AVAILABLE AT THE FOLLOWING ACCREDITED DEALERS AND ITS OUTLETS: 

MEGA CELLULAR: Buensalida Bldg, M. Adriatico St, Manila, 522-1633 * ADI TELECOM: Emerald Ave, Ortigas Center, 637-1011 + SEMICON: Marcos Hiway, Dela Paz, Pasig City, 681-4985 • BLITZ MARKETING: 178 Evangelista 
St, Batangas City, (043) 980-5772 * GARBES & GARBES TRADING: 8th Street, Maligaya Village, Dolores, San Fernando, Pampanga, (045) 961-1399 * HARI INTERGRATED MKTG: 78C Summerview Subd, Mandurriao, 
йойо City, (033) 321-2075 * HARI MARKETING Il: Central Plaza Bldg, Mezzanine Fir, JP Laurel Ave, Davao, (082) 222-8486 + SCUTH 2000 GEN. MKTG: Barangay del Remedios, San Pablo City, Laguna, (049) 561-1123 + 
OSAM ENTERPRISES: 1280 ЈМ Cuenco Аме, Cebu City, (032) 232-8344 + ARIES DISTRIBUTOR: Sacris Rd, Casuntingan, Mandaue, Cebu, (032) 346-3941 * BYL MARKETING CORP: 2/F Belisario Bldg. JP Laurel Ave, 
Davao City, (082) 227-2748 + PHILCOLORS: 4/F Sto. Domingo Center, Sto. Domingo St,-Quezon City, 740-8811 + GOLDWELL CONSTRUCTION: 185-D Del Monte Ave, San Jose, QC, 361-4763 
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Cop nabbed 
for robbing cabbie M 
A18 


S Embassy could be hiding 
acalla slay suspect—Perez 


By ALCUIN PAPA Perez told reporters that suspect Perez then called on American cape justice.” by US Embassy officials Maryanne NATALIA IN MANILA 
Onofre Surat, a naturalized Ameri- embassy officials to surrender Surat “We hope that Surat will be Caparas and Michael Anthony af- Natalia Oreiro of Argentina— 
JUSTICE Secretary canofFilipinodescent, could bein- "in case he shows up at the em- found or that he surrender to face terhe complained thathe was beaten movie, telenovela and recording 
H do Pi terday Side he US Embassyon Roxas Bou- bassy” and tonot granthimany pro- the very serious charges against up by jail officials. superstar in many parts of the 
lernan, b ч. га егі z levard in Manila. tection. him,” Jenista said. “We have been Ороп request of the embassy, Spanish-speaking ^  world— 
accused the US Embassy of is possible that (Surat) isun- Buta spokesman forthe USEm- cooperating closely with Philippine Surat was scheduled for a physical arrived in Manila Thursday night 
harboring an American fugi- дег the custody of (US) embassy bassy, Frank Jenista, denied they officials in the case and we can say examination at the East Avenue to promote the smash hit TV 
tive wanted for the kidnap- officials because they were the last were protecting Surat and said “the е US government is not assisting Medical Center accompanied by the Series "Monica Brava" Which 
ping and killing of Mark ith him (before he escaped),” United States has no motivation for an indicted criminal.” two US officials. GMA Network will start airing 
Henry Bacalla on May 3. id. assisting an indicted criminal toes- Оп June 29, Surat was picked up USEMBASSY/A18 


Death of Jollibee 
customer due to 
mons suicide try, 
says food firm 


AN APPARENT suicide attempt by a young 
mother and not the food products of one of the 
country's biggest fast-food chains caused the 
death on Thursday of a 6-year-old boy, accord- 
ing to the food firm. 

"The boy, Raul Sabala II, died while undergo- 
ing treatment at the Ospital Ng Maynila. His 
mother Rosalina, 30, and brothers Ramon 
Roberto, 10; and Richard, 8; are still undergoing 
treatment after they lost consciousness at the 
Jollibee outlet at the Rockwell mall in Makati. 

Yesterday, Claro F. Certeza, vice president for. 
corporate affairs of the Jollibee Foods Corp., said 
їп a statement a suicide note was found inside 
Sabala's bag by administration personnel who 
came to assist her and her three sons after they 
collapsed inside the store. 

Police records showed that Sabala and her 
sons walked into the store about 4:30 p.m. on. 
Thursday and ordered a combo meal of spaghetti 
and hamburger. They then proceeded to the din- 
ing area and began eating. 


ROGER MAKGALLO. 


ed 


DEATH/AIS 


Schools brace 


for more protests 
against ROTC 


By CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA 


SCHOOLS in Metro Manila are bracing for more. 
protest actions as thousands of students and 
members of militant groups calling for the aboli- 
tion of the Reserve Officers Training Corps threat- 
ened to stage another mass walkout tomorrow. 

University of Santo Tomas officials said they 
deployed more security guards to prevent an 
outbreak of violence. 

Norberto Brosas, detachment commander of 
the UST security force, said he has received re- 
ports that some groups were planning to start 
Violence in the walkout tomorrow. 

The school's 92-man security force will be 
augmented by the ROTC military police, which 
will serve as the second line of defense, Brosas 
said. 

“We will maintain maximum tolerance,” Brosas 

SCHOOLS/ А18 
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Protesters 


esa Cop nabbed for robbing cabbie 


building red 


MEMBERS of the militant youth or- 
ganization Anakbayan yesterday 
morning held a lightning rally and 
vandalized the Shell Philippines 
building in Makati City with grease 
and red paint to protest the latest oil 
price increase. 

The rally surprised the security 
personnel of the multi-national oil 
firm and even the members of the 
Makati City police despite an earlier. 
order by Southern Police District 
Office Director Senior Supt. Jose 
Gutierrez for lawmen to remain vigi- 
lant in guarding the offices of the 
country's top three oil firms, which 
are all located in Makati. 

Aside from the protesters spray- 
ing the Shell building facade along 
Valero Street with grease and red 
paint, the 10-minute rally was gener- 
ally peaceful. Several teenage speak- 
ers took tums in lambasting Shell and 
other multinational ой firms, 

The demonstrators left shortly 
before noon following the arrival of 
Makati policemen in full riot gear. 

Nelson F. Flores 


Schools 
brace... 


(From page A17) 


said. "We don't want anybody to 
get hurt.” 

Officials of other colleges and 
universities have also tightened se- 
curity after thousands of cadets 
boycotted the regular ROTC exer- 
cises in the last two Sundays. 

Protesters vowed to stage a boy- 
cott every week until the "corrupt 
and irrelevant" ROTC program has 
been abolished. 

Cadets are soliciting at least one 
million signatures which they will 
present to President Macapagal- 
Arroyo when she delivers her state 
of the nation address on the open- 
ing of the 12th Congress on July 23. 

The campaign was sparked by 
the abduction and murder of Mark 
Welson Chua, a 19-year-old UST 
cadet who had exposed the alleged 
anomalies in his school’s ROTC pro- 


gram. 

Chua's decomposing body was 
fished out of the Pasig River on 
March 18. His expose led to the re- 
lief of UST commandant Army Maj. 
Demy Tejares and other ROTC offi- 
cials. 

Last Sunday, thousands of ca- 
dets in Metro Manila walked out of 
the field and trooped to Mendiola 
to protest what they called “a sense- 
less student military training 
course.” 

However, Chua's father Welson 
appealed to protesters not to press 
for the abolition of the ROTC and 
instead, to call for its reform. 

But most cadets want Congress 
to immediately repeal the law which 
require students to take up ROTC. 

In UST, hundreds of cadets 
staged a boycott amid tight secu- 
rity. They occupied the university 
grandstand and burned a pair of 
ROTC uniforms in protest. 

When security men tried to con- 
tain the protesters, several students 
were allegedly hurt, including 
Janssen Dangzalan, 19, who claimed 
a guard grabbed him by the neck and 
dragged him to a trash bin. 

But the UST security chief also 
claimed he and his men were 
kicked and punched by rowdy 
protesters when they tried to 
drive them away. 

Brosas said he will make sure 
that last Sunday's violence will not 
happen again tomorrow. He has al- 
ready briefed his men to be on the 
lookout for militant groups that 
‘would try to sneak into the cam- 
pus tomorrow. 


By JEROME ANING 


POLICE arrested a Quezon City po- 
етап in Tondo, Manila after a taxi 
driver identified him as the man who 
held him up yesterday moming. 
Suspect POI Ramiro de los 
Reyes, 31, of the Central Police Dis- 
trict Station 3 in Sangandaan, 
Quezon City, was also tagged as the 


suspect in six other taxi holdup inci 
dents in Tondo and Pasay City, said 
‘Supt. Danilo Pelisco, Western Po- 
lice District Station | commander. 
He said the suspect boarded the 
taxi of Victor Gayoma, 31, on 
Dimasalang Street in Sampaloc 
about 11:45 p.m. yesterday. 
Gayoma told police that the su: 
pect, who was in Type B police un 


form, drew out his service firearm, 
cocked it and poked it at his ribs. 

“I only want your money; your 
life is yours," Gayoma quoted POI 
Delos Reyes as saying. 

Police said De los Reyes took 
about P500 of Gayoma's earnings. 

After the holdup, Gayoma asked 
help from a barangay kagawad in the 
area, who contacted the nearby Pritil 


police community precinct. 

Policemen led by Insp. Edward 
Villena boarded Gayoma's cab and 
toured vicinity. 

Gayoma spotted the suspect 
walking along Coral Street in Tondo, 
about 12:45 p.m. yesterday, police 
said. The suspect was then arrested 
and brought to Station 1. 

Police also identified the other vic- 


ABOARD Super Ferry 12—1'm writ- 
ing this piece aboard one of the 
country's biggest and most luxurious 
inter-island ship. It's 2 p.m. and in 
two hours my crew and 1 at 
“Isumbong mo kay Tulfo” will be 
landing in Cebu City to shoot some 
scenes for my program, which will be 
re-launched in АРМ 9 on July 21 

‘As Lopened my cell phone a few 
minutes ago, I received an urgent text 
‘message from my Inquirer colleague 
and compadre, Armand Nocum. The 
message said that former Philippine 
National Police chief and Senator 
Panfilo Lacson said over radio dzBB 
that I received money from his pre- 
decessor, Robert Lastimoso. 

Had I been in Manila, I would 
have called up the radio station to deny 
Lacson'sallegation. 

Armand quoted Lacson as say- 
ing that there was a list of jour- 
nalists who received money from 
Lastimoso, then PNP chief, and 
that my name was in that list. 

He even specified the amount 
їп the list that I supposedly re- 
‘ceived from Lastimoso: P250,000. 

Lacson qualified, though, that 
he didn’t know whether the 
amount reached me. 

‘That did it! Lacson had no first- 
hand knowledge that I received the 
amount. Yet, he accused me of be- 
ingon the take from Lastimoso. 


was expecting Lacson to get back 


Lacson gets back at me 


Ramon 
Tulfo 


at me for that piece about him in this 
column last Tuesday. I told you I know 
him that well. In Tuesday's column, I 
said that he was capable of the crimes 
being imputed to bim. 


I have really arrived because 
Lacson is now picking a fight with 
me. 

But he is diverting from the main 
issue: whether he was involved in 
kidnappings, drug trafficking, abduc- 
tions and murders of innocent citi- 
zens who crossed him and his former 
boss, President Erap.. 

The noose is tightening on 
Lacson and he’s desperate. 

Talking about intelligence fund, the 
reason the chair and the general manager 
of the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 
Office (PCSO) were reported receiving 
P107 million and P10.5 million, respec- 
tively, was that their intelligence and 
discretionary funds were counted. 

"The PCSO chair receives P713,000 
in salary yearly, while the PCSO gen- 
eral manager receives P550,000 annu- 


teligence fund and another PS million in 
discretionary fund yearly, for a total of 
D 

The intelligence fund, according to 
PCSO officials, is spent to safeguard the 
integrity ofthe PCSO games like sweep- 
stakes and ойо. The discretionary fund 
is spent on charity and hospitalization 
of indigent patients. 

“The present PCSO chair and general 
manager reduced their salaries even be- 
fore the hullabaloo about the high sala- 
ries of officials in government firms. 

"The PCSO chair and general man- 
ager during the time of President Erap 
was receiving Р1.11 million and 
P886,000 annual salaries, respectively 

Roberto Lastimoso, a member of 
Philippine Military Academy Class 
01967, was kicked out as PNP chief 
allegediy because of Lacson’s char- 
acter assassination of him. 

Lacson had accused his former boss 
of coddling an alleged drug lord from 
‘Cebu. What Lacson deliberately omit- 
ted from his accusation was that 
Lastimoso didn't know that the guy he 
had befriended was a drug trafficker. 
IfLastimoso had a shortcoming, it was 
that he didn't choose his friends. 

‘Should I be grateful that Lacson 
made a qualification on his accusa- 
tion about me? He wanted to look 
magnanimous so he said he didn't 
know whether I received the money 


or not. 


Y Lacson wants to play fair with 
meas he probably wants the pub- 
lic to know that he doesn't fight 
foul—why doesn't he also reveal the 
names of reporters and columnists 
who are on that supposed list? 

Since he has come out witha sup- 
posed list, why doesn't he also name 
the other journalists on that list? 

Ir that list really exists, it could 
be that the names in that list were 
there to justify the expenses 
taken from the intelligence fund 
of the Philippine National Police. 

Although the intelligence fund 
is not subject to audit, there is still 
anced to put down how much was 
spent for which project or which 
individual, Most of the time such 
projects didn't take place or some 
individualsin the list were non-ex- 
istent. If the individuals did exist, 
chances are they didn’t know their 
names were used. 

Yes, sir, the intelligence fund 
is a source of graft for some top 
government officials because they 
don't have to account for how the 
fand was spent. All one has to do 
is say that one spent the intelli 
gence fund on such and such 


would take one's word for it. 

Таке a look at the expenses of 
the intelligence fund of any gov- 
ernment agency and you'll know 
whatI mean. 


Death of Jollibee customer 


(From page A17) 


Other diners said that a few min- 
utes later, the youngest child col- 
lapsed, but the mother ignored him 
and continued to send a text mes- 
sage on her cell phone, 

‘Sabala and her two other sons 
soon also lost consciousness, and 
store personnel immediately went to 
aid her and the children. The store 
personnel brought them to Ospital 
ng Makati. 

But no other diner at the ham- 
burger restaurant suffered the same 
symptoms, Jollibee said. 

In his statement, Certeza said the. 
security group of Rockwell found a 
suicide note in Sabala's bag, but 
turned it over to police. 


Makati police investigator PO2 
Juvenal Barbosa said there is rea- 
son to believe that Sabala was try- 
ing to kill herself and her sons. He 
said the suicide note written on the 
back of one of her wedding pictures 
said that if ever she would commit 
suicide, she would bring her children 
with her. 

Barbosa said that Sabala must 
have planned to kill herself after a 
series of quarrels with her hus- 
band. 

A Jollibee representative was 
on hand to assist the husband of 
Mrs. Sabala, Certeza said in his 
statement, Company personnel 
and resources were also made 
available to buy medicines and to 
assist the Sabalas, Certeza added. 


"We hope that Mrs. Sabala and 
her remaining children recover 
soon,” Certeza said. "This incident 
is clearly a tragic case of suicide but 
we will do what we can to help ease 
the grief of the family of Mrs. 
Sabala." 

Also yesterday, Makati City 
health authorities launched an inves- 
tigation of the apparent poisoning. 

Dr. Ramoncito Coronel, officer in 
charge of the Ospital ng Makati, said 
the investigation would determine 
‘what killed Raul III and whether he 
died from food or chemical poison- 


"We still do not know what killed 
him or caused the sickness of his 
mother and other brothers although 
they are all apparently victims of 


US Embassy could be hiding. . . 


(From page A17) 


But Perez alleged that the embassy 
officials forced Surat’s jail guards to 
leave the examination room. This en- 
abled the suspect to escape through a 
window. 

“The problem is we can't file charges 
against them (embassy personnel) be- 
cause they might invoke diplomatic im- 


munity,” Perez said, "So we're asking 
(US Embassy officials) to surrender him. 

"(Surat) is an American, and he was 
accompanied by American officials 
‘when he escaped. The most logical thing 
то до for an American is to get in touch 
with his embassy.” 

Perez said Surat had earlier called the 
DOJ saying he was willing to surrender, 

"but that was several days ago." 


Police have since launched a man- 
hunt for Surat and the DOJ has put him. 
on the hold departure list. 

Bacalla, son of the late Quezon City 
Judge Marciano Bacalla, was invited by 
Surat, a businessman and a friend of the 
family, to allegedly celebrate the victim's 
birthday. 

But when Bacalla was about to go 
home, Sura s cohorts abducted the vic- 


some kind of poisoning," Coronel 
said. 

He said all of the victims showed. 
symptoms of poisoning like vomit- 
ing, headaches and dizziness. 

Coronel added that after several 
hours of intensive treatment, the 
medical condition of Raul III dete- 
riorated, but Rosalina's and 
Richard's condition stabilized. 
Ramon Roberto, however, is still in 
critical condition. 

Coronel said food samples from 
Jollibee were also taken to deter- 
mine whether they were contami- 
nated. 

Coronel said they would make the. 
result of their investigation available 
next week. With a report from 
Nelson F. Flores 


lim and demanded ransom for his re- 
lease. 

Bacalla's mother paid P400,000 in 
ransom, unaware that the suspects had 
already killed her son. 

‘Since then, four suspects in the kill- 
ing of Bacalla have been arrested. Three 
of them have been charged in court, but 
the date of their trial has not yet been set, 

With reports from TJ Burgonio, AFP 


Korean is latest victim in ‘carnap capital’ 


By PHILIP C. TUBEZA 


А KOREAN tourist this week became 
the latest addition to the growing list 
of car theft victims in Quezon City 
Еш Chul Hwang, of 118 K-6, 
Barangay East Kamias, Quezon City, 
105: а 1999 maroon Kia Pregio van 
(WMY-242), which was registered in 


Sun Valley, Parafiaque, according to 


the Anonas police station. 

‘The victim told police that the 
van was parked outside his tempo- 
rary residence in East Kamias when 
it was stolen. 

Hwang said he left the car unat- 
tended between midnight of July 4 
and 5 am. the next day. 

The van was gone when he went 
1o check on it on Thursday morn- 
ing, he said. 


The Central Police District (CPD) 
tactical operations center has sent an 
alarm not only to all the 11 stations 
of the CPD but also to the four other 
police districts in Metro Manila. 
Quezon City has gained notoriety 
as Metro Manila's “сатар capital.” 
The victims of a recent rash of 
car thefts in the city included actors, 
а basketball player and a reporter. 
Like Hwang, the cars of many of 


the other victims were stolen just 
outside their houses. 

The CPD leadership, however, 
said more car theft cases are re- 
ported in Quezon City because it 
accounts for about one-fourth of 
Metro Manila's land area. 

The CPD has also reshuffled its 
officers and men and has vowed to 
increase police visibility to deter 
criminals. 
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tims of Delos Reyes as Noli Noveno 
who lost P700,0n July 5; Benigno 
Galoso who was robbed last July 2of 
P1,500; and Ernesto Manguera who 
Jost on July 2, Pl 500. The three were 
also robbed in Tondo. 

In Pasay, Ernesto Villar lost ^ 
P700 to the suspect on July 3; 
and Ferdinand Turim, P1,500 on 
June 30. 


Taguig robbed 
during Papa's 
last days, 

says Tinga 

Bv NELSON F. FLORES 


THE TAGUIG town hall was robbed 
of office equipment during the last days 
of the administration of former mayor 
Ricardo Papa, according to newly 
elected Mayor Sigfrido Tinga. 

Tinga revealed this yesterday as he. 
ordered the local police to investigate 
the alleged robbery. He said that 
among the items stolen from the town 
hall are computers, fax and Xerox ma- 
chines, office tables, chairs and air- 
conditioners. 

"Even kitchen items like stoves and 
Tefrigerators were taken by the robbers,” 
Tinga said. 

He said he received reports that 
people close to Papa were responsible 
forthe robbery. He added that the crimi 
mal act was apparently done to make it 
very difficult for the new administra- 
tion to discharge its duties. 

He also cited the accounts of wit- 
nesses that some of Papa's men even 
urinated inside the mayor's office as a 
final show of contempt. 

Tinga also accused Papa of illegally 
donating municipal vehicles to Taguig 
barangays. He said the pro-Papa coun- 
cil sanctioned the disposal of the mu- 
nicipal vehicles by passing an ordinance 
to that effect on June 27, three days 
before Tinga took over. 

Tinga said the disposal of the ve- 
hicles, even if sanctioned by an ordi- 
nance, is illegal according to the Local 
Government Code. He said his lawyers 
are considering the possibilty of fling 
criminal and administrative charges 
against Papa and some members ofthe .- 
municipal council E 

‘Tinga also said his administration has 
cancelled all midnight appointments 
made and contracts entered into by the 
Papa administration. е 

“Tinga said he has ordered areview of 
an earlier contract between the munici- 
pality and a company engaged in the 
setting up of casinos. He saida 5. I-hect- 
are land of the municipal government in 
Fort Bonifacio was allocated for the 
building of a casino that would be run 
by a private firm. 

“That firm managed to secure a ques- 
tionable lease on that prime property 
for 75 years for only P20 million annu- 
ally.” Tinga said. 


Arab arrested 
for card fraud 


By CHRISTIAN V. ESGUERRA 


MALABON police yesterday arrested 
an Arab who allegedly had been duping 
businessmen into giving him authentic - 
pre-paid cellular phone cards in exchange 
for fake ones. 

Authorities identified the suspect as 
Ali Ahmed Al Rashed, 38, of Engracia 
‘Street, Ermita, Manila 

Rashed was arrested after he alleg- 
edly took Globe prepaid cards from 
Andrew Go, 29, of MacArthur High- 
way, Barangay Potrero, Malabon. 

Rashed bought prepaid cards from 
Go, but asked the later if he could pay 
with a credit card since he had no cash, 2 
said investigator PO? Jorge de la Cruz. 

Go asked Rashed to return the pre- 
paid cards, De la Cruz said. 

But Rashed allegedly gave him pre- 
paid cards with tampered personal iden- 
tification numbers (PINs), police said, 

Malabon police found several au- 
thentic and tampered call cards from the 
suspect. 
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7 men 


rob 


RCBC Paco 


BY JEROME ANING 


SEVEN armed men held up the Rizal 
‘Commercial Banking Corp. branch in 
асо, Manila yesterday afternoon, tak- 
ig away about P50,000 cash and two 
cell phones from the tellers, 

‘The heist took place around 1:45 
pm. at the RCBC branch at the comer 
of Pedro Gil, Union and Pefiafrancia 
streets, barely five hours after the launch 
of the Western Police District's police 
beat patrol program, which was attended 
by Interior Secretary Jose Lina and Na- 
tional Capital Regional Police Office 
chief Deputy Dir. Romeo Pella. 

А Metro Manila-wide alert has been 
issued for the suspect's getaway vehicle, 
a gray Mitsubishi Adventure (NCF-424 
or WCF-424), 

WPD director Senior Supt. Nicolas 
Pasilios Jr. said two of the suspects first 
chatted with the bank guards, identified 
only as Torreon and Balwit, both of the 
FCA Security Agency. 

As the five other suspects, all bear- 


ing M-16 rifles, appeared, the first two. 
disarmed the guards of their 38-caliber 
and shotgun, which they poked at the 
guards themselves. 

‘The five men entered the bonk, de- 
clared а holdup and told the tellers to 
give up whatever cash they had in their 
drawers. On their way out, the suspects 
also grabbed the cell phones of two em- 
ployees. 

Police sources, quoting a teller, said 
the suspects came from the Visayas. One 
of the holdup men, when he ordered a 
teller to place the money in his bag, re- 
portedly said "Lagi, lagi" which means 
"Put it here, put it here" in Hiligaynon 
‘or Cebuano. 

The robbery was over in less than 
30 seconds. No guns were fired. The 
robbers’ getaway vehicle took the west- 
bound lane of Pedro Gil toward the South 
Luzon Expressway. 

Around 9 a.m. at the Robinson's 
Place-Manila Midtown Hotel area, Lina, 
Pena and Pasinos launched the WPD 
Police Patrol Beat Program. 


‘Valle Verde’ suspect 
pleads not guilty 


By AGNES E. DONATO 


ONE of the members of the so-called 
“Valle Verde Gang” yesterday pleaded 
innocent of the charges of possession of 
illegal drugs filed against him. 

"The arraignment of John Umale, 32, 
came almost a year after his arrest on 
‘Aug. 7, 2001, along with brothers 
Joselito and Anthony Manlongat, for 
alleged car theft, 

‘Umale was arraigned on charges of 
violeting Republic Act No. 6425, or the 
anti-illegal drugs law, for allegedly pos- 
sessing 46 grams of cocaine when he 
‘was arrested by members of the now- 
defunct Presidential Anti-Organized 
Crime Task Force (PAOCTF). 


‘The arraignment was originally 


Noisy drinker found 
beaten up to death 


By PHILIP C. TUBEZA 


RONNIE S. Dumaguita, 26, was beaten 
up to death allegedly because he got too 
noisy during a drinking bout in his house 
in Quezon City 

Dumaguita, of 237 ЈР Rizal St. in 
Barangay San Roque, Project 4, Quezon 
City, as found dead in his room after 
he had a five-hour drinking spree with 
friends, said investigator SPO! Ramon 
Fernandez, of the Central Police Dis- 
trict-Criminal Investigation Unit. 

‘The victim had bruises in the face, 
legs and stomach, Fernandez said. 

He said police were looking at the 
possibility that a housemate might have 
gotten angry at Dumaguita for holding a 
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failed to appear in court. 

Judge Esperanza Fabon- Victorino of 
the Pasig City Regional Trial Court 
Branch 157 scheduled the pre-trial of 
the case for Aug. 29. 

But some sectors believe the pros- 
ecution might encounter problems in 
locating and presenting its police wit- 
Testes, ts they may have been returned. 
to their mother units following the abo- 
lition of the РАОСТЕ. 

Meanwhile, the car theft charges filed 
against the rest of the members of Valle 
Verde Gang are still pending with the 
Pasig RTC. 

The members of the group, which 
was allegedly headed by a son of Gen 
Florencio Fianza, were arrested during 
the alleged pay-off for the retum of a 
stolen BMW. 


drinking spree in their house. 

Fernandez said Dumaguita and his 
friends Pedro Orosa and Melody Mesa. 
had a boisterous drinking session from 
2 pam. to 7 p.m. Thursday. 

Mesa and Orosa later left Dumaguita. 

е їп his room, Fernandez said. 
inutes later, Dumaguita fought 

with an unidentified person who com 
plained about the noise during the drink- 
ing bout. But the two did not come to 
blows after a neighbor pacified them. 

Later that night, Dumaguita's 
housemates heard a loud thud in his 
room, Fernandez said. 

‘A man called up the Project 4 police 
station to report that there was a dead 
body in Dumaguita's room. 


5 drug suspects nabbed in ‘drug-free’ SJ 


Bv AGNES E. DONATO 


POLICE on Thursday afternoon ar- 
rested five suspected dealers of ille- 
gal drugs in San Juan, which has 
prided itself on being “drug-free.” 

‘The suspects were identified as 
Daniel Padua, Samuel Padua and 
Elmer Reyes, of Col. Ver Street; 
‘Augusto Secretaryo of Mascardo 
Street, all in San Juan; and Joel 
Canete of Sangandaan, N 


‘Customers’ 
turn out 
to be robbers 


By РНШШР 
C. TUBEZA 


ATTENDANT Jesus C. 
Valdez was surprised when 
two armed men suddenly 
‘came out of their car and 
announced a holdup at a 
Caltex gas station in 
Quezon City Thursday 
night. 

The two men had just 
paid their bill after having 
their tank filled up. 

But Valdez got more 
surprised when the armed 
men robbed only him and 
not the gas station. 

Valdez, 23, of the 
Caltex gas station at 773 
Aurora Boulevard in 
Barangay Immaculate 
Concepcion, Quezon City, 
told investigators that the 
two armed men fled on 
board a white Toyota Co- 
тойа (UBW-320) 

Members of the 
Kamuning police station 

said there were two other 
men on board the vehicle, 

Valdez lost P2,500 in 
cash and his gold-plated 
wrist watch, also worth 
2,500, police said. 


Old woman 
arrested 


By CHRISTIAN 
V. ESGUERRA 


POLICE yesterday ar- 
rested а 67-year-old 
woman who was sen- 
tenced five years ago to 
eight-year imprisonment 
for robbery in Caloocan 
City. 

Members of the Sta- 
tion Investigation and In- 
telligence Bureau arrested 

ез Palapal, 67, inh 
house on 9th Street, Sth 
Avenue, Grace Park, 
Caloocan. 

Palapal had been the 

ject of a police man- 
hunt since she was con- 
vieted of robbery in 1996, 

A court found her 
guilty of robbing her 
neighbor Vicenta Baluran, 
77, of P11,500 worth of 
personal items on April 
20, 1992. 


Quezon City 

Supt. Rodrigo de Gracia, San Juan 
police chief, presented the suspects 
to newly installed Mayor Joseph Vi 
tor "JV" Ejercito at the municipal hall. 

Оп his first day in office on Mon- 
day, Ejercito gave the Malacafiang- 
appointed police chief and other di- 
vision chiefs from his predecessor's 
administration six months to prove 
their worth. 

The suspects were arrested in 


Barangay Little Baguio at about 5 
p.m. Thursday. They were allegedly 
caught in the act selling shabu. 

Police said they recovered drug 
paraphernalia from the suspects, 
‘who were also accused of sniffing 
the illegal drugs aside from selling 
them. 

Ejercito's half-brother, former 
Mayor Jinggoy Estrada, had de- 
clared Sen Juan a “drug-free” town 
when he was still its chief executive. 


Estrada is now detained on plun- 
der charges, along with his father, 
ousted President Joseph Estrada, 

De Gracia ordered his men to in- 
tensify their information gathering 
for the identification of drug lairs 
and suspects in San Juan. 

“San Juan shall continue to be 
the model of the anti-drug campaign 
in Metro Manila and we shall revi- 
talize our police anti-drug operation 
team," he said. 


NOTICE AND WARNING 


Notice is hereby given that STAR CINEMA PRODUCTIONS, INC. (Star 
Cinema) is the owner of all rights over all its motion pictures and other 
audiovisual recordings and productions (the "audiovisual works"). These 
audiovisual works include, among others, the following motion pictures: 
Mila, Anak, and Tanging Yaman. 


Any use of such audiovisual works, including the reproduction, 
distribution, adaption, transformation, exhibition, public performance or 
communication, and sale or lease thereof, without the consent of Star 
Cinema constitutes copyright infringement, which is punishable with both 
Imprisonment and fine under Republic Act No. 8293, otherwise known as the 
Intellectual Property Code of the Philippines. 


All parties engaged In the Illegal use of Star Cinema's audiovisual works 
are enjoined to cease and desist from committing further acts of 
infringement. Star Cinema shall prosecute to the full extent of the law all 
violations of its intellectual property rights. 
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MA 


PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


41 Scout Borromeo St., South Triangle, Quezon City 
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Death during fire drill 


By ALCUIN PAPA 


A FIRE drill at the Department of Justice 
оп Padre Faura Street in Manila yester- 
day turned into a real tragedy after one of 
the DOJ employees died during the drill. 

‘The employee was identified as 
Virgilio Rivera, 51, a phone switchboard 
repairman who was also the DOJ's chief 
fire marshal 

Rivera was said to have been suffer- 
ing from high blood pressure. 


Around 2 p.m. yesterday, the DOJ 
conducted a ге drill as part of the "Na- 
tional Disaster Preparedness Week.” 
The DOJ also decided to fumigate its 
surroundings during the fire drill. 

As the thick fumes entered the build- 
ing, Rivera, who had been manning the 
switchboard on the ground floor, appar- 
ently inhaled the fomes. 

‘Witnesses ssid Rivera collapsed, 
ting his nose and jaw on the floor and 
causing a deep cut on his mouth. 


Because of the thick smoke, it took 
some time until Rivera was spotted on 
the floor. 

Other employees brought Rivera to 
the Philippine General Hospital, but it 
took some time for the vehicle carrying 
Rivera to leave the DOJ premises be- 
cause a fire truck was blocking the exit. 

Rivera died around 4 p.m. due to 
‘complications from hypertension. 

‘The victim had been an employee of 
the DOJ for 23 years. 


Muntinlupa launches oil painting contest 


MUNTINLUPA Mayor Jaime Fresnedi 
yesterday announced the launch of the 
city's first oil painting competition, ex- 
hibit and sale to be held today from 2 to 
5 pam. at the Madrigal Arts Center. 
The competition is sponsored by the 
Muntinlupa Historical Commission 
(MHC). The theme of the contest is 
“Muntinlupa: Kahapon, Ngayon at 


Bukas.” 

The competition is open to all Fili- 
pino citizens who can depict artistically 
the history of Muntinlupa, 

The grand prize winner will receive 
P50,000 and with be the 1* Muntinlupa. 
City National Open Art Exhibit Cham- 
pion. The second prize winner will re- 
ceive P30,000 and the third prize win- 


Sports 
howdown 


ner will receive P20,000. Five honor- 
able mention winners will win P8,000 
each. 

‘Submission of entries will be on Sept. 
29-30, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Madrigal 
‘Arts Center at the Alabang Town Cen- 
ter. 

For details, call 543-0820 (Fe D. 
Servida) or 543-0804 (Glenda Zamora) 


ILLUSTRATED MEN 


Saturday, July 7,2001 
13th Week in Ordinary Time 


Ist Reading: Gen 27:1-5, 15-29 


Gospel: Mt9:14-17 

The disciples of John came to him with the question, “How is it that we 
and the Pharisees fast on many occasions, but not your disciples?" 

Jesus answered them, "How can you expect wedding guests to mourn as 
Jong as the bridegroom is with them? Time will come when the bridegroom will 
be taken away from them, then they will fast 

No one patches an old coat with a piece of unshrunken cloth, forthe patch 
will shrink and tear an even bigger hole in the coat. Besides you don't put new 
‘wine in old wineskins. If you do, the wineskins will burst and the wine be spilt. 
No, you put new wine in fresh skins; then both are preserved.” 
‘Commentary: 


Jesus came to inaugurate a new era, and a new way of God relating with his 
‘people. This new erais often described as the wedding of God with his people. 
Tis a celebration of life, expressed in mutual love. Iis a time of a new intimacy 
of God with his people; a time of grace. The New Testament writings describe 
itas a new stage of creation that calls for a radically new attitude in the lives of -| 
‘people. People are invited to opt for the new way of life inaugurated by Christ | 
or face destruction. The examples at the end of the reading are clear. 

Father, we thank you for renewing our lives every day. Grant that we may 
celebrate this gift in gratitude as your beloved children. 

Claretian Publications Inc., 8 Mayumi St, UP Village, Diliman, Quezon 
City, UP P.O. Box 4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon City; Te ; Fax: 921 
7429; E-mail Websites: lutp: Lim, 


REMEDIAL LAW (CIVIL PROCEDURE)—Final and executory judg- 
ments or orders—It is well-settled that judgments or orders become final 
and executory by operation of law and not by judicial declaration. Thus, 
finality of a judgment becomes a fact upon the lapse of the reglementary 
period of appeal if no appeal is perfected or motion for reconsideration ог 
‘new tral is filed. The trial court need not even pronounce the finality of the 
order as the same becomes final by operation of law. In fact the trial court 
could not even validly entertain a motion for reconsideration filed after the 
lapse of the period for taking an appeal. As such, it is of no moment that the 
‘opposing party failed to object to the timeliness of the motion for reconsid- 
eration or that the court denied the same on grounds other than timeliness 
‘considering that at the time the motion was filed, the Order had already 

‘Being final and executory, the trial court can no. 
longer alter, modify, or reverse the questioned order. The subsequent filing of 
the motion for reconsideration cannot disturb the finality of the judgment or 
order. (Citations omitted } [Justice Gonzaga-Reyes, Testate Estate of Maria 
Manuel Vda. De Biascan v. Biascan, GR. No. 138731, December 11, 2000] 


DIGEST BY R.B. VERA 


ROGER MARGALLO 


Ninoy Aquino Intemational Airport intelligence agent Rudy David (right) questions three heavily tattooed 
Japanese suspected of being Yakuza members after their arrival in Manila on board a Japan Airlines 
flight. The three men were immediately sent back to Japan. 


FRESNEDI'S SECOND 

Reelected Muntinlupa Mayor Jaime Fresnedi (right) takes his oath of 
office before Chief Justice Edilberto Sandival of the Second Division 
of the Sandiganbayan. Witnessing the oath taking are (from left) the 
mayor's son Jomari, mother Nana Loleng Fresnedi and wife Loretta. 


REMULLA’S NEW ASSIGNMENT 

Mayor Munding del Rosario (left) of Tanza, Cavite administers the 
oath of office to new Cavite Rep. Gilbert Remulla at the Island Cove 
resort in Binakayan town. The new congressman's father, former 
Cavite Gov. Johnny Remulla, watches the ceremony together with 
the new officials brother Jonvic who was elected vice governor of the. 
province. 


Introducing the 


‘2002 Mitsubishi Adventure 


VERAM 


Tbe 2002 Mitsubishi Adventure. In space, features and pricing, 
it's designed with the Filipino in mind. Because at Mitsubishi, 
we believe that every Filipino family bas unique and distinctive 
needs, and it's about time they get what they deserve. 


eR cate! 


www.mitsubishi-motors.com.ph 
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BJMP chief 
threatens 


jailwardens 


BUREAU of Jail Man- 
agement and Penology 
officer-in-charge Chief 
‘Supt. Arturo АШ sternly. . 
warned all BJMP jail” 
wardens to shape up or. 
they would be booted: 
ош of their posts, 

Alitissued the wam- 
ing following the es- 
cape of 19 jail inmates 
including Onofre 
Surat, principal sus- 
pect in the killing of 
Mark Bacalla. 

In his report to Inte- 
rior and Local Govern- 
ment Secretary Jose 
LinaJr. Alit said he has 
also created a team to 
investigate the causes 
of recent jailbreaks 
from BJMP jails. 

Alit said most of the 
time overcrowding is 
being blamed for the 
escape of inmates. He 
said the real causes 
should be determined 
so that the bureau 
‘could find lasting solu- 
tions to the problem, 

"I don’t see any rea- 
son why inmates could 
escape if proper proce- 
duresin securing them are 
followed,” he said. 
"Those who disobey pro- 
‘cedures will have to go.” 

Alit has cracked the 
whip on erring jail war- 
dens. On July 1, he or- 
dered the relief of Chief 
Inspector Alberto San- 
tos as warden of 
‘Quezon City Jail for the 
escape of Surat, 

Supt, Primitivo Beni- 
tez replaced Santos, 

The BJMP head 
also ordered the relief 
of Inspector Arnaldo 
Jalimbawa, warden of 
the General Mariano 
Alvarez Municipal Jail 
in Cavite, forthe escape 
of 18 inmates on July 2. 


Las Рїйаз 
bags DOH 
health plum 


LAS PINAS City gov- 
ernment has again 
bagged the Department 
of Health award when 
all its20 barangays won 
the "Gawad Parangal sa 
Kalusugan" for making 
their communities clean 
and healthy. 

Las Piñas, which 
was last year's United 
Nations Environment 
Programme awardee 
and Metro Manila's 
Cleanest and Greenest 
City for three consecu- 
tive years (1997-1999), 
has been on the fore- 
front of the campaign. 
for clean, healthy and 
livable communities 
since Vergel Aguilar 
became mayor in 1995. 

Aside from making 
the city clean, Aguilar. 
also gives priority to 
the construction and 
improvement of health. 
centers, now number- 
ing 27. He also pro- 
vided for the establish- 
ment of a modern 14- 
bed maternity clinic to 
care for the city's child- 
bearing resident, os- 

ally the poor. 

Pe Mel Aguiar, wife of 
the mayor, received the 
award together with 
barangay and health 
officials during the 
awarding ceremony 
held at the Center for 
Health Development in 
Mandaluyong City. 
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Angono Comelec 
official accused 
of election fraud 
"— rnm 


By AGNES E. DONATO 1152554165505 | 6:526.55 7526 | na22:25:5£615 


ANOTHER employee of the Commission on Elec- 
tions in Angono, Rizal was tagged for allegedly а i 
tampering election documents in favorof Mayor |  TOMBRADER-P13 DUNGEONS & DmAcoNS-cP| — SWORDFISH-R b 
Gerry Calderon. 50,0, 0, | vxixsacsem | snuuixiess 
‘A former colleague identified Famy Flonio, as- - 
sistant of local Comelec chair Rene Gaton, as the UTTER INERT eR IT IZ ENT NTIL] 
опе who signed the names of two Election Regis- 
a fficers in the contested minutes of a 
клы supposedly approving the applica- DISCOVER THE SECRET OF ONE OF THE WORLD'S GREATEST 
tion of more than 2,000 new voters in the town. MYSTERIES ADVENTURE, FUN & MAGIC. NOW SHOWING 
In an affidavit, Virgilio Valles Ir.claimedhe [MTRCB p G „о ALL AGES ADMITTED 
saw Flonio forging the signatures of ERB mem- |[—222° zm 
bers Magdalena Calderon and Nelia Paz in the 
minutes of the controversial board meeting. 
Villes said Gaton had asked him, Flonio and 
two other Comelec employees to sign the names 
of two other ERB officers in the voters’ registra- 
tion record, 
‘But only Flonio, Gaton's right-hand man, fol- 
lowed the order. ^ 
‘The two losing parties in the Angono elec- 
tions have filed charges of falsification of public 
documents and violation of Anti-Graft and Prac- 
tices Act against Gaton, Calderon and Paz. 
Tna joint complaint, representatives of the lo- 
‘eal Laban ng Demokratikong Pilipino and Lakas- 
NUCD claimed that the Comelec officials con- 
spired to make it appear the ERB had approved 
the applications of new and transferring voters 
ina board meeting on Jan. 10 to 12, without the. 
presence and consent of representatives of the 
two opposition camps. 
The two losing camps claimed the “ille- 
gal" approval of the applications worked in 
favor of Mayor Calderon, who won by about. 
1,800 votes. 
Earlier, Paz and Calderon executed an affi- 
davit, denying their alleged participation in 
the supposed meeting. They claimed that their 
signatures in the minutes of the meeting had 
been forged. 


Manilatogive |. race | Goren below 13 yrs. od wiley be owed 
Бае е EimalFantasy| ^ — »  PG43 accompanied by pare ors 
topedestrians | Eye-popping sci-fi epic adventure Fen ge 
yor Lito | 19 the year 2065, a meteor crashes Earth, international * 

MONTANUS кыдо, mitra of Завтра Чол soeurs: . дое ERICSSON 2 "ANT 
Taunched an all-out drive | The beautiful Or. Aki Ross is the planet's hope to 1 
toclearallsigewalks inthe | overpower the alien invaders. 
city ofillegal structures. | — Infected with an alien spirit, Aki holds the key 
Kaayusan under Rufino |to defeating the creatures, as she scours the 
Bunsoy will enforce | earth to collect the eight spirits that will save the 
оаа, m planet, and pursues her final fantasy. 
UIN Shore a motion picture unlike anything seen or 

“Topping the mayor's |imagined before on screen. Marvel at the latest in 


targetareasarePiyMargal | hyper-real CGI (computer generated image) 
зача иу Cue | rechnology 
University Belt area and | Don't miss the adventure movie of the year! 


Quo Avena. FINAL FANTASY opens July 11 ШАДЫ 


Four housing units il- THE атта WITHIN 


legally builtin the 1970s | Simultaneously in Metro Manila & the United States! pen 
on Piy Margal will be the 
FREE 
area over the years. 
Belt will also be dis- 
thoroughfare, Similar 


‘encroaching not only on 
first to be demolished, 
The sidewalks on MOVIE TICKET 
mantled, and vending will 
structures on Quirino Av- 


the sidewalk but on a 
‘The structures have been 
both sides of Recto Av- TIMEZONE GAME PASS 
only be allowed on side 


portion of the street itself ттт nu322223 
causing trafic jams in the 
enue in the University 
& TATERS MEAL 
streets along the main 


when you watch TOMB RAIDER \, 


учн neko dressed in Lara Croft outfit ч 
“Sidewalks allover the Only at та 


city have been disappear- 


ERE EN: RAIDER 
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would also improve the 
flow of traffic, especially 
оп major thoroughfares.” 
Іа the past decade, 
pedestrians in Manila 
have been forced to walk 
on the streets instead of 
оп sidewalks. As a result, 
pedestrians run the risk of 
being hit by cars, while 
they hamper the flow of 
vehicular traffic. 
Atienza has met with 
‘barangay chairmen in all of 
the city's six districts and 
 haveenlisted their support 
inthe clearing operations. 
Last Wednesday, 
Atienza also met with 
Senior Supt. Nicolas 
Pasinos, acting Western 
Police District director, 
and the eleven station 
commanders in Manila, to 
muster their aid to back 
up the demolition teams 
of Task Force Kaayusan. 
"No illegal structures 
will be spared ín this cam- 


paign,” Atienza said. z Р 

Piven barangay falls ilie Sating cr international 

Mou Р-га pictures es 
Walks willbe tora down.” 
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"SMART TXTGAMES brings celfone fun to an interactive level with its 
` newest additions—Hangman, Decode and Wordseek. Play them and 


experience Word War! 


Here's how: 


HANGMAN 

А two-player word game where players take turn guessing 
the letters in the words leading to a phrase. The player 
who completes the phrase wins. 


1. To play Hangman, key in PLAY НМ and send to 238. 
2. To pick a letter, key in PICK «letter» and send to 
238. 
3, Ta guess the phrase, key in GUESS «secret; phrase» 
and send to 238. 
. To quit Hangman, key in GUIT and send to 238. 


You cen also send messages to another 
player in all two player SMART TXTGAMES! 
To send a message, key in TO «nickneme»- 
«message» and send to 238. 

To reply to a message, key in REPLY 
message» and send to 238. 

To get help, key in HELP and send to 238. 


A standard charge of P2.50 will be charged 
Tor every information request sent. 


DECODE 


A single player word game where the player is asked to 

unscremble letters to form the secret word. 

4. To play Decade, key in PLAY DC and send to 238. 

Р. To solve the scrambled word, key in SOLVE «guess» 
and send to 238. 

3. To get a clue, key in CLUE and send to 238. 

4. To pass and skip on a word and move to the next. 
key in PASS and send to 238. 

5. To quit Decode, key in QUIT and send to 238. 


WORDSEEK 

A two-player word game where the players are asked 

to form as many words using the letters in the given 

word in five minutes. The player wha forms the most 

words wins. 

^. To play Wordseek, key in PLAY WS and send to 238. 

2. To submit a ward, key in SUBMIT <word1>, <word2>.. 
and key in 238. 

3. To quit Wordseek, key QUIT and send to 238. 


і. 
This service ів available on: 
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Industries face output cuts, layoffs 


LIAN KOS 


CURRENCIES 


PESO - DOLLAR Peso-Dollar Rate 


The US dollar was trading 
at 125.76 as of 5 pam 

duly 6, 2001 
GOLD:$265.50/266.00 Å 
per ounce Hong Kong, 
duly 6, 2001 
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JUNE suey 


(GRAPHS sv RONIECARUANG 


duly 6, 2001 


Country Unit Euro 


Equivalent 


Foreign Foreign 


United States 
Japan 

United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Switzerland 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia Dollar 
Bahrain Dinar 
Saudi Arabia. Rial 
Brunei Dolar 
Indonesia. Rupiah 
Thailand Baht 
UAE Dirham 
Korea Won 
Euro Euro 
Germany Mark 
France Franc 
Netherlands Guilder 
Austria Schilling 
Belgium Franc 
йау Lire 
Finland Markka 
Portugal Escudo 
Spain Peseta 
Luxembourg Franc 
Ireland Punt 


STOCK MARKET 
Shares lower 


STOCKS fluctu- 
ated in a tight 
fange yesterday, 
ending slightly 
tower as a host of economie 
negatives hanging over the 
country continued to keep 
most investors wary, vaders 
said. - s x 

Somelightprofttakingon «2122 5 2627 8292 3 4 6 6 
selected stacks and a lack of 
interest going into the week- as t 
end also had en impact, they 
Said. 

Inflation and exports data released this week as well as the weak peso, which 
touched а five-and-a-half month low on Wednesday, continue to drag on sent 
ment 

“The main index closed down 5.31 points, or 0.38 percent, at 1,396.92 points. 

Turnover dropped to P278.75 millon rom P462.74 millon reflecting the leth- 
argy in the markt. 

On the week the main index was down 13.15 points, or 0.9 percent. "Mostly 
itwasjustiowerliners moving... people wantto play something” Regina Captal 
Development Corp. vice president Alan Araullo said. 

He added wih tha main index technicaly oversold at present levels there was 
toom for some upside next week. 

"We could possibly push toward 1,450 points barring any significant new 
negative developments,” Arauilo said. Reuters 


9 listed firms warned 


THE PHILIPPINE Stock Exchange property developer C&P Homes and 
yesterday wamed nine listed compa- Reynolds Philippines Corp. for failing 
nies of possible suspension of thelr to meet the reportorial requirements. 
shares’ trading or thelrfailuretocom- The suspension on C&P Homes, how- 
ply with the bourse's reportorial re- ever, has been lifted. 
quirements. Inthe case of RFM, the company is- 
Listed companies are required to in negotiations with its bondholders be- 
submit audited quarterly and annual f- — cause It was not able to honor з re- 
mahcialstatements.Companiesfoundto ^ demption obligations related to $65 mil- 
have violated this rule face fines and Боп worth of bonds due last May 30. It 
‘suspension ofthe radingoltheirshares. said earl that twould need additonal 
‘The nine companies were food and time to service the redemption pay- 
beverage company RFM Corp. ments for the convertible bonds be- 
Benguet Corp. Fil-Estate Corp. cause of a "temporary cash flow mis- 
Philcomstat Holdings Corp. Sinophil matoh.” 
Corp., Unioil Resources & HoldingsCo. RFM also disciosed yesterday that 
Inc. Philippine National Construction wouid defer payment on Ёз quarterly 
Corp., Universal Rightfield Property cash dividend on preferred shares, in 
Holdings in. andWellexindustriesinc. — the amount of 11.67 centavos per 
Early this week, the PSE sus- share, inthe light ofits ongoing discus- 
pended the trading of the shares of sions with bondholders. 


$253-M loan for MNTC’s tollway 


A UNIT of Benpres Holdings Corp. date the equity Investments equiva- 
yesterday said it was set lo draw — lentto20 percent stake inthe tollway 
down $253 milion from various lor- unit 

eign lenders to complete the expan- ММТС spokesperson Angelo 
sion of a tollway project in northern Sambo said a consortium of seven 
Luzon. commercial banks and five financial 

Manila North Tollways Corp., 60- institutions led by the Asian Devel- 
percent ownedby Benpres, saidina opment Bank and the International 
Statement it was also expecting Finance Corp will extend the $253 
$117.5 million worth of equity invest- milion loan. 
ments from new investors to help f- Construction on the project will 
hance the North гоп Expressway. start later this year. The project is 

‘The expressway connects the “expected to be completed by 
capital to Pampanga. 2003. 

Philippine National Construction Вепрге rose 4 centavos yester- 
Corp. and France's Groupe Egis, day to close at P1.88 on news of the 
each holding a 20-percent stake in dollar loan. The property index 
MNTC, are selling half of theirhold- dropped 12.44 points or 2.33 percent 
ings to new investors to accommo- at 521.08 points. Reuters 
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(Gee stock market report on Page B2) 


FACED with the double whammy 
of declining exports as the global 
economy slows and higher input 
Costs as the peso slumps, some Phil 
ippine manufacturers have quietly 
begun cutting back output and lay- 
ing off staff. 

The Semiconductors and Elec- 
tronics Industry Association of the 
Philippines said its members have 
begun taking a number of cost cut- 
ting steps recently as demand has 
slowed. 

“Some are laying off people, 
some are shortening their work 
weeks," association executive: 
tor Emesto Santiago said, adding in- 
ventory levels have also been 
sharply reduced. 

The economy is highly depen- 
dent on exports, especially electron- 
ics, which account for 50-60 percent. 
of total export income but have seen 
demand fall sharply this year. 

The peso's slide against the dol- 
lar—it touched a five and a half 
month low of 53.10 on Wednes- 
day—is providing another head- 
ache. While a weaker currency 


should help export competitiveness, 
this is being offset by the overall 
demand slump and declines in other 
regional currencies. 

Many exports, including elec- 
tronic items, also require imported 
‘components that have to be paid for 
in dollars—a cost that increases as 
the peso falls. 

In addition, the country must im- 
port nearly all of its oil requirements 
and an uptick in crude oil costs 
along with the peso's slide has seen 
two price hikes in the past two 
months. 

Federation of Philippine Indus- 
tries secretary general Joseph 
Francia said the currency's decline. 
was ratcheting up costs to painful 
levels for import-dependent firms. 

"The mood is certainly not one of 
‘exuberance ... the mood of CEOs I 
speak to is pessimistic,” he said. 

The association represents a 
range of heavy and intermediate in- 
dustries including chemicals, steel, 
appliances and garments. 

Francia said he had anecdotal 
evidence that some companies his 


association represented were scal- 
ing back production or letting work- 
ers go, but was loathe to predict 
mass job cuts. 

“I am really very hesitant to 
make any conclasion on how large 
(layoffs might be), but the outlook 
is not very bright at this point in 
time,” he said. 

Employers Confederation of the 
Philippines president Donald Dee 
said the exchange rate has got to a 
point where manufacturers are now 
under heavy pressure to raise their 
prices. 

Many firms had anticipated a 
steadier rate after President Joseph 
Estrada was ousted from office in 
Janvary—the climax of the crisis 
that first sent the peso to over 53 to 
the dollar. 

"When President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo came in, the peso went back 
below the 50 (to the dollar) level 
T think manufacturers were anticipat- 
ing that the exchange rate would be 
in the vicinity of 48 to one and pric- 
ing was set at that level.” 

With demand for manufactured 


goods down, companies were now 
having to take a close look at their 
staffing needs, Dee said, although 
they were trying to avoid wholesale 
job сш. 

“I do not see massive layoffs or 
closures of factories... yes there is. 
going to be some slowdowns espe- 
cially in domestic industry and so 
what we are trying to tell members 
to dois to rotate their workers rather 
than laying them off.” T 

He added that an improvement 
in manufacturing activity for the 
domestic market was likely once the 
country's law and order situation 
improved and confidence was lifted. 

“The rebound will come very 
quickly if purchasing power, buy- 
ers’ confidence, comes back and the 
confidence will come back if the 
peace and order situation is re- 
Stored." 

The central bank has acknowl- 
‘edged that the Abu Sayyaf hostage 
crisis in the south of the country was 
а contributing factor to the peso's 
‘weakness, along with poor investor 
sentiment. Reuters 


DOTC to scrap phone rollout rule 


By ABIGAIL L. Ho phone companies to install more 
cell sites throughout the country. 

. In an earlier interview, Rio said 
‘the government was bent on relax- 
ing the landline rollout requirement 
amid the glut in local exchange 
lines. 

"Besides, setting up landlines is 
more expensive than putting up cell 
sites,” Alvarez said. 

Existing rules require phone 
companies venturing into the cellu- 
lar mobile telephone system to in- 
stall 400,000 landline telephones. A 
phone company is required to roll 
Ош another 300,000 lines in ex- 


NEW players planning to enter the 
cellular phone business may be in 
for an easier time with the 
government's plan to scrap its 
landline rollout requirement. 
Transportation and Communica- 
tions Secretary Pantaleon Alvarez 
told the Inguier yesterday that he 
had directed National Telecommu- 
nications Commission chief Eliseo 
Rio to scrap this requirement. 
Instead of the local exchange 
rollout, Alvarez said the govern- 
ment might just require cellular 


change for a license to operate an 
international gateway facility. 

The NTC earlier said the coun- 
try was experiencing a glut in 
unsubscribed installed landlines, 
estimated at 3.8 million lines 
throughout the country, partly be- 
cause of the rollout requirement of. 
the government. It also traced the. 
gluttothe shift in the subscribers’ 
preference from landline phones 
to the multifunctional cellular 
units. 

‘There are at present 6.8 million 
cellular phone subscribers, accord- 
ing to the NTC. The number is ex- 


pected tothit 12 million in three 
years, Rio said. 

He attributes the popularity of 
mobile phone system to the wide 
array of features it offers and its 
easier payment terms. 

To give the landlines this kind 
of following, the NTC has directed 
fixed line providers to also come up 
with services similar to those of- 
fered by cellular phones. 

Rio is scheduled to meet with 
telecommunications companies 
next week to discuss possible means 
of boosting the subscribers base of 
fixed line phone companies. 


DOF taps 
Credit 
Suisse 


‘THE DEPARTMENT of 
Finance has tapped 
Credit Suisse First Bos- 
ton as its sole book run- 
ner for its forthcoming 
'$500-million sovereign 
bond issue. 

Finance Secretary 
Jose Isidro Camacho 
Said the government was 
considering issuing 10- 
year bonds worth atleast 
$500 million. He said 
the timing and place 
would depend on input 
from investment banks. 

Camacho refused to 
disclose other details of 
the plan, saying "strict. 
disclosure requirements 
overseas prevent us from 
giving out any further 
information." 

The planned issue 
will raise the country's 
foreign loans this year to 
$1.05 billion, or $310 
million more than the 
DOF's programmed for- 
eign borrowings this 

As the sole book run- 
ner for the $500-million 
deal, the US-based in- 
vestment bank is tasked 
to farm out the debt notes 
to and take orders from 
other investment banks. 

Credit Suisse First 
Boston was among the 
seven banks coordinat- 
ing the road show. It ear- 
lier raised $200 million 
for the government 
through a private place- 
ment. 

Banking sources said 
the bond issue might be 
held even before the 
DOF's roadshow in US, 
Europe and Asia late 
month to early August. 

Camacho early this 
week said market condi- 
tions were favorable to a 
bond issue from the 
Philippines because of a 
generally positive senti- 
ment on the country as 
well as the lack of new 
debt instruments from 
‘emerging markets. 

"While it's true that 
there was a dearth of is- 
‘sues from emerging mar- 
kets, there were a lot of 
debt notes coming from 
the Philippines and this 
would affect the pricing 
of the transaction," said 
а source from a foreign 
bank. 


21 old bond street, london 
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IN the past 30 days or so, the peso already gave 
up something like P3 per dollar. That's an 
amazing 6-percent depreciation! In one month! 
Those who use the official forex market like it's 
а casino can definitely say they just hit the jack- 
pot. 

No investment in this world can yield that 
much. Not even the most notorious pyramiding 
schemes! At the most, such rackets offer returns 
of only 5 percent a month. 

Which, between 6 percent (dollar specula- 
tion) and 5 percent (pyramiding schemes), is 
higher? Now don't think it's a piece of cake. I 
don't know if a couple of our newly elected 
senators know the answer, 

Here, for their sake, is a litle hint: Sirs, the 

answer is not the one, between "six" and " 
which contains more letters. 
ASIDE from the return angle, anyway, 
pyramiding schemes have another downside. If 
you put your lifetime savings in them, you can 
never get back you money. 

To think, ali those pyramiding schemes are 
criminal acts. At times, they are punishable by 
public lynching. That is, if the victims can get 
hold of the perpetrators. 

‘And that's another point against pyramiding 
schemes. The forex market has the blessings of 
the government. Dollar speculation is legit. 

‘Those who participate in it are even among 
the most respected people of society. They do 
not say of course that dollar speculation is now 
the biggest racket of them all. 

eee 
FORTUNATELY for us down here, the un- 
abated depreciation of the peso, already last- 
ing for about a month now, is still not going 
to end soon. So-called currency traders al- 
ready proclaimed the good news of the de- 
preciation. 

1 see only one fantastic thing about it. Those 
traders in big banks are not really bothered that. 
they actually insult our intelligence. 

In all news reports, which never reveal their 
names, they tell us all sorts of reasons why the 
peso should be weak. They never run out of rea- 
sons. 

Actually, between you and I, my info is that 
traders never run out of reasons because big- 


It’s a peso cake 
BREAKTIM 


Conrado R. 
Banal III 


time speculators kidnapped them, and unless 
they come up with a million reasons for the d 
preciation, the speculators will cut off their 
‘manhood. » 

IN this same country only last year, for in- 
stance, the dollars coming in were much more 
than the dollars going out. Logically, the peso 
should be stronger than the dollar. 

That is, of course, unless Congress has al- 
ready repealed the law of supply and demand, 
which it is likely to do, considering the caliber 
of the new senators we have elected. 

But no, sir, traders could not accept such а 
stupid line. A good amount of dollars might 
have come into the country, but more dollars 
do not a strong peso make. 

At that time, traders still insisted that the 
peso simply would have to be weak. And they 
had an undebatable reason. It’s because the dol- 
lar was supposed to be strong. 

IN the beginning of this month-long fall of the 
peso, traders blamed the Abu Sayyaf. Appar- 
ently, the Abu Sayyaf lost their touch. 

‘The group reportedly accepted pesos as ran- 
som for the kidnapping victims. The Abu 
Sayyaf used to ask for dollars. This country just 
lost another dollar-earning business. 

‘Sooner or later, nevertheless, the fascination 
of traders with the Abu Sayyaf should wane. 
And it did. Still, to all of them, the peso must 
remain weak. 

This time, the reason had nothing to do with 
peace and order or even kidnapping as a busi- 
ness. Finally, traders give some reasons related 
to economics twice removed. 

NOW they are saying that the peso must depre- 
ciate, and their banks must continue to make a 


killing out of it because exports are bound to 
go down. Less dollars, in short. 

But the Department of Finance announces 
that this cute administration of Gloriaetta is get- 
ting hundreds of millions in dollar loans abroad 
soon. More dollars naman. 

Despite this, according to the traders, the 
peso must still depreciate because, while dol- 
lars are coming in, the exporters are still not 
selling their dollar earnings to the banks. 

Of course, no! Traders themselves predict a 

further peso depreciation. Why should export- 
ers gift the banks with their dollars? So that 
only banks can make the killing? 
AFTER blaming all those greedy exporters for 
the depreciation, since they would not part with 
their dollars, denying banks their just share of 
the peso depreciation cake, who knows what 
traders will think of next? 

This month, if they still want to keep their 
manhood, they are likely to say that the peso 
should depreciate because some 80 million Fili- 
pinos are still breathing and because they do, 
they are bound to copulate, which can strain 
dollar supply. 

By their own job description, you see, those 
very same traders quoted in news reports must 
take positions in the forex market. Yes, they 
gamble! Their job is to bet on where the peso is 
going one way or the other, whether up or 
down, 

Now, if traders keep on saying that the peso 

is going to depreciate, I will personally cut my 
neighbor's manhood if, the forex casino, their 
hundreds of millions in bet is not for the peso 
to depreciate. 
AND that, ladies and gentlemen, is really the 
whole problem. This thing about the peso de- 
preciation—thanks to bank traders—feeds on 
itself. 

The peso is weak because exporters do not 
sell dollars to banks, thinking that the peso iS 
going to get weaker because banks are saying 
that the peso is going to get weak some more. 

Which, of course, the peso does by getting 
weak quickly. It's always a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. Problem is, only us down here get 
hurt! 


Ortigas-owned mining firm 
probed for insider trading 


By Doris C. DUMLAO 


‘THE PHILIPPINE Stock Exchange is 
investigating a possible case o insider 
trading involving dormant mining firm 
Itogon-Seyoc Mines Inc. 

The investigation was triggered by 
a sharp rise in Itogon-Suyoc's share 
prices prior to the announcement of a 
buy-in deal involving another listed 
firm, Philweb.com Inc. of former 
‘Trade Minister Roberto Ongpin. 

In a news briefing yesterday, PSE 
president Ramon Garcia said he was 
confident the stock exchange would be 
able to come up with a resolution on 
the case by next week. 

Despite the investigation, the stock 
exchange decided against suspending 
trading on Itogon-Suyoe shares on ac- 
count of the company's minority share- 
holders. 

‘The Ortigas family owns logon- 
Suyoc, one ofthe country's oldest min- 
ing firms. 

In the fist six months of the year, 
Hogon-Soyoc's share prices skyrock- 
Фей by more than five times to 5.25 


RFM defers 
dividend 
payment 


FOOD conglomerate RFM Corp. has 
deferred a quarterly payment of cash 
dividends for its preferred shares while 
renegotiating with bondholders 
failed to pay in May. 

In a disclosure to the Philippine 
Stock Exchange, RFM said it could not 
meet its quarterly cash dividend pay- 
ment of 11.67 centavos per share, 
Which was due at end-June. 

“The board of directors passed and 
approved a resolution deferring the 
payment of said cash dividend in light 
of the ongoing discussion with RFM's 
bondholders,” the company said. 

“Nonetheless, the holders of RFM 
preferred shares are entitled to receive 
3 dividend, which is cumulative in the 
years when no dividend is declared." 

In May, RFM defaulted on the re- 
demption payment of its unit REM 
Capital's convertible bonds, citing a 
temporary cash flow mismatch. 

‘The bonds, issued in May 1996 in 
the principal amount of $65 million, 
will mature in 2006 and pay interest at 
the annual rate of 2.75 percent. 

‘The holders of the outstanding 
bonds had an option to redeem them 
on May 30, 2001 at a redemption price 
equal to 128.71 percent of the princi- 
pol amount, 

RFM is reportedly considering the 
sale fits soft drinks unit Cosmos Bot- 
tling Corp. either to San Miguel Corp. 
or PepsiCo Inc. о raise cash. 

‘San Miguel, which has a joint ven- 
ture with Coca-Cola, offered to buy 
RFM’s 85-percent stake in Cosmos for 
PI2 billion but falled to reach an agree- 
ment after RFM quoted a higher price, 

АРМ wanted P16 billion for its 
holdings in Cosmos. Reuters 


centavos per share. It closed at 4 
centavos yesterday. 

PSE counsel Dennis Eala said the 
huge interest in Itogon-Suyoc shares 
prior to the announcement of the 
Itogon-Suyoc-Philweb deal suggested 
insider trading 

“There was activity on the stock. 
‘There could have been insider trading, 
Tm not saying there is, but there might 
be,” Eala told reporters. 

Insider trading refers to the unfair 
use of privileged information about a 
listed company to make а profit. An 
insider could be a shareholder, direc- 
tor, manager, creditor or any stake- 
holder of a certain company. 

Eala said Itogon-Suyoc repeatedly 
denied knowing any factor influencing 
the movement of its shares before it 
was announced this week that it had 
reached a deal with Philweb. 

liogon-Suyoc has signed a memo- 
randum of agreement to sell around 40 
percent of its stake to Philweb at one 
centavo per share. 

Eala said Itogon-Suyoc had the privi- 
lege of withholding information until it 


Je 


had finalized a deal. But he stressed that 
once information began leaking, ltogon- 
Suyoc had the responsibilty of disclos- 
ing inform: 

Itogon- 
emption from the PSE's price-discount 
mile зой could close а deal with Philweb. 

Under the PSE's rules, listed com- 
panies are prohibited from selling. 
shares toa new investor at a hefty price 
discount to prevent the unfair dilution 
of equities held by other shareholders. 

1n а July 3 letter to the PSE, Itogon- 
Suyoc president Alberto Montilla 
sought clearance from the local bourse 
to accept a private placement from 
Philweb, which agreed Monday to sub- 
scribe to 12 billion unissued shares of 
ogon-Suyoe’s authorized capital stock 
ata par value of one centavo each. 

‘The deal will bring ltogon-Suyoc's 
subscribed shares to 30 billion, giving 
Ongpin's group a 40-percent control- 
Ting stake. 

Eagle Equities Inc. president and 
former PSE governor Joseph Roxas 
warned, however, that Itogon-Suyoc 
would violate the stock exchange's 


price-discount rule'should it push 
through with a buy-in deal with 
Philweb at a par value of one centavo 
per share. It was under Roxas’ term as 
PSE listing chair that the regulation 
against price discounts was introduced. 

‘This rule bars, in cases where there 
is likely to be a significant demand of 
shares from existing shareholders, the 
listing of shares subscribed from pri- 
vate placement, debt-o-equity conver- 
sion, share-for-share or share-for- 
property swap or similar transaction 
unless a rights or public offering for 
shareholders is first undertaken. 

Specifically, it prevents a listed 
company from offering a discount be- 
yond 10 percent of its average market 
price or its book value, whichever is 
higher. 

Tiogon-Suyoc has offered Philweb 
a discount of 67 percent below its av- 
erage 30-day market price of 3 
centavos per share. 

Itogon-Suyoc's Montilla said his 
‘company would be unable to conduct 
а stock rights offering should it com- 
ply with the PSE's price-discount rule. 


‘tobacco tycoon Lucio Tan (center) receives a commemorative bust of St. ignatius de Loyola from Ateneo Law 
School dean Joaquin Bernas (second from left) and Ateneo de Manila University president Bienvenido Nebres 
(second from right). With Tan are his brothers Harry (let) and Mariano. 


Security to invest P50M in new system 


By ELENA R. TORRIJOS 


SECURITY International Card Corp., 
Security Banking Corp.'s credit card 
‘rm, is investing some P50 million this 
year in a new card operating system. 

In a speech during the launching of 
Diners Club Premiere Card earlier this 
Week, SICC general manager Alex 
Падал said the new card operating sys- 
iem would allow the company to pro- 
vide even more innovative services 
and compete more effectively in the 
country's fast-growing credit card 
market. 

In а news briefing, Iagan said the 
company expected to have a total of 
25,000 Diners Club Premiere Cards in 
circulation within the next two years, 


‘The newly launched card, designed 
tobe even more upscale than the “gold 
cards" of other credit card companies, 
offers personalized rewards, concierge 
service and comprehensive travel 
surance, among others 

SICC also aims to increase the card 
‘base of its flagship brand, Diners Club, 
to 120,000 by year’s end from close to 
100,000. 

Billings volume would likely grow 
25 percent this year to PS billion, 
Iagan said. 

SICC will launch later this year an- 
other product, the Mastercard credit 
card, which is expected to amass a 
credit card base of 30,000 to 40,000 
‘within the first 12 months from intro- 
duction, 


“We can see there's an emerging 
affluent segment, and this will con- 
tinue to grow and possibly exert more. 

“influence in the market," Hagan said. 

Security Bunk president Rafael 

impeo Jr., meanwhile, sid the bank 
itself would ром a slight increase in net 
income to P430 million from P422 
million last year. 

Simpao said the projected profit 
could be much higher except the bank 
decided to set aside a bigger amount to 
over for bad loans this year. 

Security Bank has put up P350 
million in loan-Ioss provisions during 
the first semester, half of the total 
amount it was earmarking for the 
‘year. Its provisions last year stood at 
P490 million, 
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Disclosures === 


THE BOARD of China Banking Corp. has fixed the record date of its 10-per 
cent stock dividend on July 19 and the issuance date on Aug. 17. 
EQUITABLE PCI Bank Inc. denied yesterday rumors that it deferred payments 
tothe Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, saying its due date would not be uni Nox 
13, 


MONDRAGON International Philippines Ine, clarified yesterday reports that 
it had no knowledge of the opposition by its creditors to the Clark-Mimosa dent 
PACEMCO Holdings Inc. will be known as NextStage Ine, and its stock trau- 
ing symbol will change to "МХТ" starting July 10. 

METRO Pacific Corp. has announced the completion of the Phase 1 structure 
of Bonifacio Ridge by Fort Bonifacio Development Corp. 


ELECTED as directors of Rizal Commercial Banking Corp. were Alfons 
Yachengeo, Rizalino Navarro, Alfonso Yuchengco Ш, Cesar Virata, Valentin 
Araneta, Bienvenido Tantoco Sr., Susanne Santos, Ryo Narumal, Yasuhiro 
Maisumoto, Teodoro Pena and Teodoro Regala. 

FIRST Metro Investment Corp. has approved n cash dividend of P32.60 per 
share. Record date has been sot on July 23 and payment date on July 26. Com- 
piled by Ray Leyesa, PDI Research 
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Plane tickets. à 
for two to 


BANGKOK 


ratch for up to P100,000 instant cash and get a chance to win a 
Chevy Silverado or tickets for two to Thailand in a raffle draw. 
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Pump 300 pesos worth of fuel at participating Petron service stations in Metro Manila and Rizal province 
and get a scratch card. Scratch to get three of the same logos in one horizontal row to get a chance to win: 
up to P100,000 instantly or free Petron lubricants and fuel. Get your scratch card stamped to join the grand 
raffle. Just keep your scratch card and keep coming back to the same station to accumulate 5 stamps. Fill 
up the back portion and drop in drop boxes for a chance to win a Chevy Silverado or a trip to Bangkok for 
two. So hurry! Pump for Prizes at Petron and load .up your tank as well as your pockets. 5, 
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CASHIERS Call 823457374 


EXPERT HOUSE COOK 
30-35yrs old wiret; ol prev. 
ата slain 7218942 7217001 Notice Is hereby given that 
T —— ве estate of Me Ше 
EUSEBIO M. MINAS of Sta. 
Та Penales has been 
trtrajudicially "settled 
amy... “ей as per Doc 
Ma 3; Page No 18; Book 
Ко t Series of 2001 betore 
Nota; Public Al Perreras 
PT? ©з. 18 25292 whose 
Commission expires on 31 
December 2001 

(POI 6/ 23,30 & 7/7/2001) 


FOR IMMEDIATE SALE 
6,149 sq.m. LAKESIDE 
LOT in Brgy. Cupang, 
Muntinlupa, P15,000/ 
sq.m. CLEAR TITLE. 
CALL 0919-710-5389, 
0916-324-0421 


188, 550. if, pkg. tel, sec 
Salcedo Vil, Tes-S29-6969 


Bath-722-4541 7 721-5620 Female Escort Open-Minded 


Atracive * 1277-05080 


Zlafayele Salcedo Wil. 
2BR ZIB 2Parking Maids 


"— ‘S7Maharlica Sunit 9seater 
; 555 
CALE Мута 865-1048. ‘TRANSPORTATION 


Accounting major Marikina 
area 6818898 or 6818071 
GRAND TOWER ——— 
Unt 2603 & 2701 

2BR, Fully Fumished 
CALL: Мута 893-1043 


CARS FORRET, АЕ 
zm т -T188 5 454" 
tebe ат > Notice is given that BPI Stock 
Cat SEI sd то 
Меда ©. Lipan was lost 
35 поте by Aly. бало 
18 Combos шн Uoc 9 
Paget! Boots Sees 2001 
оше Жу 169201] 
PRAYERTOTHE 
HOLY SPIRT 

Hoy Spet ou an mate ne 
see emo ard Sew те 
сарта 
мо gre re te dere gi io 
Eod ard iget те wog hat 
dre tre arauto se'n ai 
бзш d туйе ime. 
ins Sur боол, vat 6 
Tant You lr eig and 
Som ence mi Da err 
‘ert Be separarea ova, 
"ornate тон geal rate 
Tar desros may ae- vant be 
n You andy ved ones т 
You Pepa! Gor Amen. 


NOTICE OF LOSS 
[ Ыы ЖЕҢ 


ARCHI &_ENG'G Fim 
Ge а теста 

Secretary. 1-уг experience, 
Computer Secretral gradu- 
te preered. Send resume 
io: MCPO 3550 


CIFIC PLAZA AYALA Ful 


L9«Corse 8773453 4538295 
Fum. 725-4547 1 740600 ——— — — — 


CAR VANS 413-5383 


Prometown Palace 18A 199-1039 


Briones 92962504535288 
Studio 123 BRS a 
‘Warehouse 300 1000 sams. 


ОРС Statt $134470-Ms.Gan 
(Oe wi ZTel «950-9507 o 


Van Coaster Bus 440-31-71 
Ficheoprtess7a05@4Caty OFC STAFF 9134470 Hazel 
ишш SSS SS 
L300 T 6105 / 7411956 OFC STAFF 9134470 JELLY 
JBA битмей aircon part- 
ing tel Patino. ar Hari- 
Son Plaza DLSU Somerset 


SlarexMB100HiAce9483535 ОКС STAFF9134470 GLORY 


MB 100 Van 643-7397 
SELF-DRIVE 


Nex CARSNANS-ALL BRANDS 
ABC 5368822/3039789 


SOFC STAFF"9134470 Aynar 
OFF. CLERK 713-6116 Let 
OFF. STAFF 713-6116 Deng 


{ einen Puse a Coca P Sanco Maa Су, 


PASIG HAMPTON RAYMUNDO 
288 OR SALE 641-778061 


Spv. Sec Ша Roy 7138118 


Wanted English Tutors 
DL Call 625-8604 


2% wfo taking car 3570169 
Мені Thse Зва 7317883 e 
——————— — 2% w/a taking car 7262780 
ос 488 318 932-8965 Nice —— —— — — 


ge Ju 
i ME The штампу Car 3732083 


2% whoTaking Car 7221021 


їз 198 FF 227/то. 
Valencia 28388 25T&up 
Cal: 0919-8378988 


2% wioTaking Car 3646928 


alized in USA/Japan/ 
Canada/Europe and other 
inr! Tourist VISA/Austral 

"Мен Zealand & Canadian 
mmigranyStudent VISA 
Assitance. Call Marikina 
Main ice 8342070 / 717 


m—— 
Cebu Branch 2627001/ 02 


DAGUPAN BONUAN FOODSHOP 
needs DEALERS in 
(genuine Bonan Boneless 
Figs e prove Гегел 
a for Бо volume buyers. Са 
Babie Bnew whccessores 0:07 
"8020600800184: 225-2894 or (075) 5132276 


By BONG BARRAMEDA 


Wrinkles 


О. Why do people develop wrinkles in their skin as they grow 
older? 


2Units Good For Restau- 

rants, Banks Office Mind- 

anao Avenue Роја Look or. 
Leny 456682128. 


A. 


Wrinkling has three main causes: the Sun, gravity, and facial 
expression. When you're outdoors, ultraviolet radiation from the 
Sun is pushing through the outer layer of your skin, damaging the 
skin structures underneath. In addition, no matter where you are, 
the Earth's gravity is tugging on your skin, pulling it down. On 
top of all these, you are constantly folding and refolding your 
skiri—by smiling, frowning, raising your eyebrows. As the years 
80 by, these creases are worn into your skin, leaving a visible mark 
of all the conversations you had, all the grins you Mashed , all the. 
tears you cried. 


For the Record. Studies reveal thu cigarete smokers tend to 
wrinkle at younger ages than nonsmokers. And the more cigarettes smoked, 
the more lined and wrinkly the face. People who smoked a lot were five 
times more likely о have extra wrinkling than those who didn't smoke a all. 


COLLIE PUPS 09178110317 


OFFICE SPACE For Leasa P2ST-FAM 2mo IMP Parent 


Quiapo Sm Ann 7244967 + morr MALE CHAMPS 


PUPS 3mo PST neg 946-8240 


MKTI ful шт 4T T-5960941 


RM 4 RENT CALL 7135378 


EARN $$$ OVER & OVER 
EX yonr came bass it 
IEE detalls bow you 
этеп trom this тый 
dus opportunity 
srtüssa4dedsamall.tom ph 
STRIKEMASTER tei  0919-2953231/0817- 
Bowling а Ват 5200182 
Sales & Rentals T-3341589 


WANTED TO BUY 


DRIVERS PLASTIC. JACKET 
VOLUME — 032-149-0068 
DANNY 


ВЕЦ FUL PD EDUC PLAN 
7137284"09177939832 


BUYING ROLEX 


овет, High Price CASH 
CALL" 9817614230977269687 


Imported Biliard 277, 35T 
complete accs. 8618714 0 
tow! space 4 mea og 12 / 0613125 


Kamias Ext 9206694951348. Ooops! зрази, macaroni and otber noodle-like pastas originated 


not in Italy but in China, Marco Polo, the famous Italian world traveler, 
had first tasted ‘noodles’ in China, where ‘pasta’ had been part of the 
people's staple diet for hundreds of years. He took a liking to pasta that, on 
his retum journey to Venice in 1295, he taught his countrymen the (Chinese) 
art of making it. 


WORD WATCH 


Lomi : from the Chinese lo (‘stew") + mi (‘noodle’). 
AT 


GF Ayala Aw. 818-1696 


COMER EAR S400AWK P/T 15220778 


MALATE OFFICES 5268048 Travel Oppor | Eam кот 


Home 8531008 5252230 
Pre 6343333 ID# 227933 


Travel OpportuniyAork кот 
Home 6510616 09178106183 


PDI- soy 7,2001 
Earn P4,000 Dally 

with Your One Time 
PARTS. 'P1.0001 


ACCESSORIES For your Classified Ads requirements, 
call our Classifieds Advertising Hotlines: 
INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO 


FREE CHECK-UP! Bam - 7pm 808-2702 * 0917 9177130 


22. 40 


© Ж, 


Эрип Diamonds Y6342886 HEAD OFFICE 


897-8808 loc. 514, 516 
899-4425, 897-2535, 897-8425 (Telefax) 


CUBAO 
421-0343 (Aurora), 912-9008 to 11 (Ali Mall) 


MAKATI 
892-5578, 811-4361, 811-4370 


KALAW 
528-0213, 527-3342 


MEGAMALL 
635-0219, 635-0220 


‘Buy / Sell / Pawn /Ropair RTW 4 Tiange Bazar 3738821 


ROLEX 


м " 
тав 606-0408 ын Ч From Home 8937903 


Notice is hereby given that 
The deposits of the te 
ia Y, Archeta has 


WE BUY 
еп алги zat 


GOLD hier Boe bak Pape 9 
ШЕШ EE wee 
28390004 Ишде 


Pune 23, 30 & July 7, 
2001) 


IW/COMPO 7325885 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


CLASSIFIEDS =" 


Republ of ha Райро 
Dapartment of Scienca ard Technology 
PHILIPPINE ATMOSPHERIC GEOPHYSICAL AND 
ASTRONOMICAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (PAGASA) 
Ашки Bank Bldg, 1424 Quezon Avenue, Quezon 1104. 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Bidding Dato :  Augusti,2001 
Pre-Bld Conference July 17, 2001 
(WEFC Conlerence Room) 
Processor Module 


Partial Construction of 6.0 x 10.0 m Single Storey Building 

Irloresod paries are invited o apply for elibiy and o submit sealed bids on the 
прото using TWO ENVELOPE SYSTEM to be opened publicly at tho Conferonco Room 
ofthe Weathar& Flood Forecasting Canter (WFFC), PAGASA, AghamiR Rehd, Dilman, 
Quezon Ciy. 

Bid requlements wil be issued at Ino PAGASA Records Section, áth оо; АТВ ВЕ. 
1424 Quezon Averue, Quezon Cily upon presentation of his advertisement clipping, 
ogether wih Ie company's TIN оп July 10, 2001. 

Bidding documents wil ba issued bythe BAC Secretariat rom July 18-17, 2001 at tha 
Records Section, 4th Floor, ATS Bldg. to those partae who applied and considred eligible I 
to participate in ino bidding. 

Oniy elige biddors shail bø Invited to he Opening of Bids on August 3, 2001 at 
200 pum. at ће WEFC Conference Room, PAGASA DIC Bidg., Agham Road, Diman, 
Quezon Cly Bide should be accompanied by a 2.5% Bicdars Bond in he orm of Cash. 
Manager's Check or GSIS Bond, calablo on demand within 120 days trom the bidding 
date. 

‘A inquis concerning this invitation lo bid should be addressed lo he Chairman, 
PAGASA-BAG. 

The PAGASA reservas the right to rect any or ай bids for any reason of s owm, 
wale any formalty harain when necessary and to accept complying otlar considered 
‘most advantageous o the goverment 


(Sod) ELLAQUM A. ADUG 
Charman PAGASA ВАС 


OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
E NATIONAL HOUSING AUTHORITY 
q NOTICE OF DISPOSITION 


т Nae! Housing Aut sang fer o расне by way of sad bids tha owing 
amna! у rona pope en = Whore bs 
A ERST TENER 
D a d 
etd Reims 
[acr 
Eia К 
Secon TEER 
ПЕИ А0, GeSCRITION 
Ir rd 
озот sa 
у геч тю 


m] 
[57] 


BASE PECESOM 
Ea 


use PRCESQM 
[I 


propo 
TR 7518 ща un ER 
эю. isa m варош 
pen roy пазе изу и a ee lore xt cl rc ma be ав ont 
lee EAD топ ba CONGA ch СЕО Маган Pene NNA Big, атал Ояда ly For каму 
Dun c No зан. дй) & SAHSEN Loc ЖУЗ 
[m 
Fe ete al 
Errem 
Rees 


Pré Code 


ERST TENDER 
тыг 
Em 

СЕР. машаа Fe 


‘SECOND TENDER 
T Joy 23 y 2001 
Sisto pm 
СЕР. Meza Px. 
NAA киса Ме. ОС. 
"алу Ж, йал. 
posts Conr 10C) 
ELIO 
pon 
203/200, зл. 
(eran spese OC. oF 
‘thay 20% им 200 m 
oc dun. 


m-— РЕ 
[ES осе 
о Opemgods -SSA 01, 130pm Drs 
Lx бен. 
Trete cane Же нул 1 тра any rl fon or any рел ereo or a кав yore mana 
кою йз топ бало о пе төен а NFA 


(Sif) EDGARDO o. PAMNTUAN 
d 


NER 
чакла Power Сото 7 
Generation Company 1 e 


A 


(PQ0301RCC-002) 

The GENCO-1 Regional Contracts Committee (RCC) is inviting contractors to prequalify 
and b оге SUPPLY OF ONE (1) SERVICE ENGINEER FOR THE ASSESSMENT 
AND PERFORMANCE TEST OF TWO INDUCED DRAFT FANS (DF в), TWO FORCED 
DRAFT FANS (FDFs) AND TWO PRIMARY AIR FANS (PAF') OF BATANGAS COAL- 
FIRED THERMAL POWER PLANT UNIT NO. 1 

Appleaion tor preaualalon s open іо а! оса fima who have complete at last 
кә sence contact c major lans ol Coal rad Thermal Power ants wih acapecy 
‘nat ass гап SOOMW. 

Prequalification Forms shali be айвы fr lesvance starting July 4 to 17, 2001 at 
‘he Contacts Management Otice (CM0), 3rd Foor, NPC GENCO-1 Bung, 161 Boniacio 
Divo, Por Ara, Manta. Appicarts snad b issued Prequalaton Form upon pesentaon 
af originai copy othe applicants DTI andor SEC Cerificate, togeter wath Те Laner cl 
tent and payment ot on rlundae ев ot Two Hundred Pesos (P200.00) por ору 

For purposes of prequalcaon and bidding activites, ha folowing Schedule wil be 
abso 

+ Submission o Prequalification 
Documents 

* Iesuanes of Bid Documents ‘August 01, 2001 - 800 AM to S60 PM 

1 глеба Contarenca 7 August 08.2001 - 1000 AM 

{Submission and Openingof Bids > August 14,2001 -10904M = 

The NEC reserves the sighi to rejec ny or al bids without tering any reason: waive 
any required утайу eren and o така ал award to ^e bidder wise proposal в he 
‘most advantageous lone Cororaton. The NPC assumes no cbtgaten fo compensate 
Grindomaly he Bde lar any expenses or bas tht may пе Incurred in ta preparatene 
fta, or doos t guarariga ra an award мї ba mada. 


(Sad) LORNA T. 0Y 
Department Manager, Professional Services 
‘And Chairman, НОС 


sity 20, 2001-00 AM to 5:00PM 


OPON-KE CONSTRUCTION AND 
DEVELOPMENT, INC. 


Dad Cleland Avenue,Lapulapu City 
Cebu, Philippines 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION OF 
OPON-KE CONSTRUCTION AND 
DEVELGPMENT, INC. 


NOTICE Is hereby given that the 
amended articles of incorporation of OPON- 
KE CONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT, 
INC. shortening the term of iis existence and 
thereby dissolving the sald corporation as 
of 31 May 2001 and a balance sheet 
showing that no creditors thereof will be 
affected by such dissolution have been fled 
with the Securities and Exchanges 
Commission. All persons having claims 
against the corporation are requested to 
present the same as its principal office at 
Dad Cleland Avenue, Lapulapu City, Cebu, 
for immediate settlement. 

This announcement wil serve as a notice 
to all parties concerned of the legal 
dissolution of the said corporation. 

Cebu City, Philippines on 15th of June 
2001. 


The 
FAST 
STEP 


towards 
finding 


(501) ANTONIETA S. ALFANTE 
Assistant Corporate Secretary 
рл. ме. э, мута уи 


Now on-line at 
жут Jobmarketoniline.comn 


INVITATION TO BID. 
GENCO 1 01-006 (PB) 


The Generation Company 1 (SENCO 1) wih осе at NPC Oid Бае. 161 Bonifacio 
Deve, Por Area, Mania, inve iterestod NPC accreted suppers to bd on ha ems 
[sted bolo Ths opening wi boconcucted on July 20 4 23, 2001 al 10-00 AM, ts lor, 
ling Room. Price quotation in Phllppin Pesos prlered. 


DATE OF BIDDING — JULY 20, 2001 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 


40 dus, Hydiazine Hydrate (NH), Assay 25% N.H, min. 
3 1% solution э. 


Pump Typo/Modol 

MA-100-4 Mull-stage, closed type impeller, single suction 

centllugal pump, Manufactured by Furukawa CO. Lid. 

onset of 26 tans 

25 bonas Faster, lor hagvy duy conveyor bets st. stainioss 

‘los + carbon stool staples, Tuan IR #28 PN 1100106208 & 

tan IR #22 PN 1100106228 and 15 рев. Fiextie Armoured 

Stainless Steal Connecting Pin, 70 men да. lor 1400 mm belt 

wigth, PN AXEGOTO11400 and for 1050 mm belt wath, PN 

RXESGTO 680, Pruered brand GORO 

1 lot Various Roms for bulcing maintenance, consisting of 28 

hers 

6902. Reamor, sizo 65 mm да. x 500 mm long, Manufactured 

y Toshiba Corporation 

1 iot, Coppar Tubs, 1 147 & 3i x 10, Copper Tee, 1 1/4 
‘Bow, SO, Copper Reducer, 1 i£ 314" and Gate 


jh Density Unoar Polyethylene, sizas 1 12° 
xe Lae daxet 
‘SP ior 250 KV SF6 Gas Breakers, Manutectured by ABB. 
Aston, Industry, Inc. consisting of 05 tems 


0106065. 


plasic: 
1 lot, Various Hardware, Painting. Plumbing Roofing and 
Carportry Matera 

10 kts, Масел KR, tor rubber Eonvayor ей 4/5 
Bh. EP 1007200, 1400 mm belt wid, gum thickness 05, 10 
эла25 mm gum width 300 mm, gum алекса 0.5, 1.0 
&25тт-8т 

22 pes. 8/9 lox Pneumatic Valve Positioner, Туре 3570С. Ret. 
SN 248748, Input Signal 0.2-1.0 куст, Positioner Acton 
Reverse Acting. Range Spring PN 1H8920-200A2, Ваз Spring 
PN 11890227012. Manufactured by Fisher Control, consisting 
oo ems 

pcs. Weighing Module Assembly High Temperature Electronic 
Weight PN AC 19125-1 & AC19125-2, Manufacture by Stock 
Equpent Co. 


DATE OF BIDDING — JULY 23, 2001 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION 


lol SP for Mirorec Control System, Manutactured by GEC- 
"Мвт consistng of 52 tems 
2unis, Моло Compressor 10TR, 230 V, 60 Нг. S-phase, 1800 
трт, 44 3FLA Motor #0500 12573, Serial #91439967, Model # 
(060А)- 43570043200, Canter A Conditioning Co.. USA and 
15 TR, 460 V, SO Hz, 3 phase, LRA-T75, Салу  OEEZ2SOSTO, 
Mig. 7 4EAABC2D2H30, Mir 2C4603A4, Sera # 3008103519, 
lor Carner SOGTO40.070, ооп Reciprocating Liquid Chers, 
30 TR Сар. 
1 let, Data Acquistion System (DAS) Electronic Cards and 
Accessories, Manufactured by Mitsubishi Corp., consisting of 
24 ems 
Тю, ЭР lor Diasye-Fonctonal Group Contro (FGC) System 
& Accessories (UCS à BSC Electronic Components), 
Manclactured by Mitsubishi Corp., consisting of 24 tems 
3 pes.. Transiormer, Type T-1AB, 300 VA capachy, !-shase, 
50/60 tr and Lamp Holder wth bulb, Primary, 2007220 V, 5060 
Hz Lamp 18 V, 2 W, Brand IDEG, Japan. Coal Feeders Spare 
Pars & Accessories, Manutactured by EG В G Berto 
т sel, Horzontal Pwot Scraper, PIB 167, lor HP 1103 MI, 
Manufactured by ABB-CE Sences, Inc 
1 iot, industria Degreaser, dscives grease, ол, ar and other 
rgaric sols, Chesterton 274, 20 йегырей or equivalent, Contact 
Gleaner, ceans electronic equipment, motorzed instumerts, 
contol paneis, elecircaly drven equipment motors and other 
pans, Chesterton 286, 353 m/serosal can or equivalent and 
Poncirateg Ol, Hon quali. fast acing. peneratiag ой which 
reaches deepiy-in and frees nuts, Бойз and эра without 
yy юте base meal 
Z rols, epar Sit, wih fabric and with CN bonding layer on 
‘one side. 150 rem wide x 10 m longi 
1 po. Titine Room Sump Puro. Туре TSE-VS, Capacty 20 
17:55300 rpm. Casing &impeer Stanless Cast Steel (SC314) 
& Srat Starioss Steal (50516) indung accessories 
6 pcs. Sheet Plate, mid steel, size "x 4 X 6, reo of 
Фе отта indentaton and rusis 
b. Supply of labor, materials, locis, equipment supplies and 
supervision for the compete rebulldng and repair ol shalt 
‘Sleeve forfour (4) uns grinding roters of double rot grinders 
o1oeose-TES lot Varcus Boller Tubes, consisting of 12 tens 
Gros ors TES pes. High Speed осно Actuator, Model EPA for EPR-AEC 
‘320 BEP-T Control System, complete with actuator Rod and 
‘Serve Valve Positon Feedback Transmiter(LVDT) Dilerartal. 
Transtormer Type Position Sensor on Servo Actuator, 
Manutacured by Ашот 
b. Supply ot bor services and provision of tooslequpment 
юг the draring, colecson, siphoning hauling and капероп of 
fuel oveudge Vom Bataan Thermal Power Pant (BTP) ard 
Bataan Combined Oycie Power Plant (BCCPP) lo Batangas 
Соз Fired Thermal Power Pant Fuel OUSudga 
‘ot, S/P for Farchid Booster Relay. Model 4514, Max. Supply 
Press. 17.5 кусат, Max. Inet & Oulet Press. 10.5 kam, 
Manvlactured by Fach, consisting of 9 tems 
lot Continaton Pipe and Bench Visa, heavy duty, outdoor 
type, Packing ExtraciovHook Sel, handy, eervice-proven 
special too! for removing stuing box packing and Packing 
Ring Cunar, complets win Extension Scale Special tool lor 
cuting packing rings 
T tot Combustion Boat, PN 529-209, 100 pesfpack inner 
Combustion Tube, PN 606-313 and 1% Coal Sample, PN S01- 
(005, 50 oot, Consumables с! SC-432 DR Sullur Analyzer, 
Maritaciured by LECO Corporaton 


Бо documents wil be svalbl to accreted suppers staring Шу 8.2001 and may 
‘be secures rom Matocais Management Dion dunng ноло days fom 9:00 AM 4'00 
PM upon payment of P 25.00 lor ONE ENVELOPE SYSTEM and P 5000 for TWO 
ENVELOPE SYSTEM. 

‘Seale bids must be n vipēcate ard shal be accompanied by Bidders Bond equivalent 
to St of the киш b prico Inte lom of Cash, Managers/Cashia/s Check Irevocabia 
Laner of Creat, Bank Dra Guarantee or отеу Bond rom GSIS insurance Commission, 

The corporaton reserves fo righ 1o rect any ог ali bids, waive any delector тоташу 
contained theron and accept no ds considered most advantageous 1o the coporaion. 

For luther information, please сөй 527-4961, 527-4873, 527-4892. 

(Sod) LORNA DY 


‘Manager 
Protessional Serves Department 


0107001 
0107-002 TES 


0108083 
01060127ЕБ 


0106019 
о1000327=5 


(Poi asy 200) 


Republic of the Philippines. 
SOCIAL SECURITY COMMISSION 
Makati City 
JOSEFINA ALFORQUE, 
Petitioner, 
-versus - 
CLAUDIA ALFORQUE and 
LOURDES ALFORQUE, 
Respondents, 
SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM, 
intervenor. 
х-- х 
NOTICE OF RESOLUTION ENTERED 
TO: MS. CLAUDIA ALFORQUE 
GREETING: 

Notice is hereby given that on the 6th day of June 2001, a 
RESOLUTION, consisting of 4 pages, was entered in the above- 
mentioned case, the dispositive portion of which reads as follows: 

"IN VIEW OF THE FOREGOING, the Motion for 
Reconsideration filed by respondent Lourdes Alforque is 
hereby denied for lack of merit. 

SO ORDERED.” 


SSC CASE NO. 1-14457-96 


SOCIAL SECURITY COMMISSION 
OL Muy T2008) 


PHILIPPINE HEART CENTER 
East Avenue, Quezon Clty 
is now accepting applications for 


Fellowship for Academic Year 2002 (with specific requirements) 
1. Adult Cardiology 
З years Residency in Internal Medicine accredited by РСР 
+ POPDiplomate 
Pediatric Cardiology 
З years Residency in General Pediatric accredited by PPS 
‘Atleast passed writen examination for Diplomate in Pediatrics by the PPS 
Thoracic And Cardiovascular Surgery 
4 years Residency in General Surgery accredited by PCS 
Must have passed certifying examination given by the PBS 
Atleast quaified to take such cprtiying examination and the submission 
‘of the result of the in-service training examination 
Pulmonary Medicine 
З years Residency in Internal Medicine accredited by РОР 
Anesthesiology Я 
З years Residency in General Anesthesia accredited by PBA (board 
ойум); Diplomate ofthe Philippine Board of Anesthesiology 
Must have passed departmental interview and pre-felowshlp evaluation 
3 month (October to December) pre-falonship (except for graduates 
^f the Philippine Heart Center Anesthesia Residency Program). 
1 Year Clinical Research Fotlowship for Non-invasive 
Cardiology, Invasive Cardiology, Cardiac Rehabilitation, Critical Care 
Medicine, Electrophysiclogy, Peripheral Vascular Medicine, Pediatric 
invasive and Non-Invasive Cardiology, Thoracic & Cardiovascular 
Surgery and Pulmonary Medicine. 
1 Year Fellowship Program for Radiology, Nuclear Medicine, 
and Biological and Clnical Laboratory. 


tory completion of Q.U.E.R.T/DOH examinations and 
passing of the Medical Boards.) 
|. Radiology 
li, Nuclear Medicine 
1. Biological and Clinical Laboratory 
General Requirements for Application for Fellowship & Residency: 
Medical Diploma 
Transcript of Records with the General Average 
. itemized Board Rating 
. Three (8) Letters of Recommendation 
(coming from different doctors including Training Officers/Directors pplication) 
Four (4) pes. 2°x2" picture colored 
ertlicate of Residency in required specially 
. Specialty Board Cerificate in required specialty 
Please address your communication to: 
JOSE A. YULDE, M.D. 
Assistant Director 
Office of Education and Research 
Philippine Heart Center 
East Avenue, Quezon City 
1 Deadline for submission of application is on August 31, 2001. 
= Academic Year 2002 starts on January 1, 2002. 


С] 


iz] 
Department or 
TRADE & INDUSTRY 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY 


INVITATION TO QUALIFY AND BID 


The Bids and Awards Committee for Information 
Technology Resources of the PCs for Public High 
Schools Project (BAC-ITR for PCPS) of the Department 
of Trade and Industry is inviting interested Original 
Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) or OEM distributors 
to qualify and bid for the supply, delivery and installation 
of computer package consisting of 20 PCs, 2 printers, 1 
external CD ROM drive, and 1 modem for each of the 
1,000 public high schools. The Projectis funded by the 
Government of Japan under the Non-Project Grant 
Assistance. 


Bid documents may be obtained from the Office of | 
Special Concerns c/o Dir. Dita Maralit/ Lydia Guevarra, 
at the 5/F, DTI Building, #361 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, 
Makati City, during regular office hours (from 8:00 AM - 
5:00 PM) from July 9 to July 20, 2001. Deadline for the 
submission of Qualification Requirements is on July 30, 
2001. 


A pre-bid conference will be held on Monday, July 
23, 2001, 8:00 AM atthe 40-Seater Conference Room, 
4/F, ВО! Building, #385 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati 
City. 

The BAC-ITR reserves the right to reject any or all bids 
without assuming any obligation whatsoever to offset 
expenses or losses the bidder may incur in the 
preparation of its bids, and will entertain only such 
bid/s established to be most advantageous to the 
Government. 


(Sgd.) TOBY MELISSA MONSOD 
Chair, BAC-ITR for PCPS 


(P= dy 748, 2001) 


Republic of the Patlppines 


Т) OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN 


IVITAT! 


“The Offce of the Ombudsman is inviting prospective blddore о prequally and to 
‘id for tho folowing office requirements. 
82 JaniorlalClerica/Spocial Skills Services 
SCHEDULE OF BIDDING 
PRE-BID CONFERENCE - 18Juy200i @ 930 AM 
DEADLINE OF SUBMISSION 
а. Prequaltcaton Requirement - 
5. Technica! Proposals 
©. Francia Proposals 
. OPENING OF BIDS 
‘ochre! Proposals = 48 July 2001 © 10:00AM 
‘Financial Proposals 1 25 uy 2001 © 10:00 AM 

Accrodiaton requirements and bidding documents may be secured rom the Property 
Management Secicr/Genera Senícas Divison, Ground Flor, 178 Old NAWASA Buiding. 
Arroceros See, Manis 

Вал documents wil be issued to prequalfld bidders upon payment of non- 
refundable oo of SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY PESOS (P750.00). 

Financial proposals shall be accompanied by a bidder's bond either in the form of 
GSIS Bond, CastiersManagers Check andlor Cash Bond o at least 2.5% ofthe total 
bid price. 

The Otic o the Ombudeman reserves the right 1o rect any or ай ids, иаа алу 
eloctor оттаму, assume no obigaon whatsoever to compensate ог пату the 
"dors lor any expensa or ss that hey may incur in the preparaton of ther bid and 
o accopi the bid most advantageous to the fco. 

(Sod) ROMEO TAN 
* Chatman 
(POL sty7. 94,2001) Вв and Awards Соттіћво 


TO PI 


18 July 2001 unti 9:30 AM. 
18 July 2001 unti 9:30 AM. 
18 July 2001 unti 9:30 AM. 
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P230 per column centimeter 
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DEADLINE 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
з Monday to Sunday 


12:00 noon 
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Card of Thanks 


* Gali Abad Rufino Cette Тәне 


(November 1,1914 - May 29, 2001) 
thanks all those who offered prayers and Masses, 


sent flowers, kept vigil and who in various ways 
expressed their sympathies over our loss. 


January 24, 1916 — July 6, 2001 


Died peacefully in the Grace of the Lord on July 6, 2001 
after receiving the last sacraments. 


Your kindness has been a source of strength 
and much comfort. May the good Lord bless you. 


Her loving husband Rafael R. Rufino (t); children: Manny & 
Vicky, Raffy, Tony & Mita, Guilly & Boots, Asunta, Marivic & Paeng, 
Joey & Ching. 


Decent and dignified memorialization 
need not be expensive. 


Ever MEMORIAL GARDEN 


Grandchildren: Jay, Charles, Michelle; Pay & Bunny, Alfie, 
Maritoni & Roque, Kai, Ara, Jinno; G.P., Carlo, Angelo, Georgina; 
Tom, Iggy; BR & Michelle; Rufus and Junn; and great grandchildren. 

Her sister and brothers, nephews and nieces. 


Her remains lie in state at Capilla Dela Virgen, Santuario de San 
Antonio in Forbes Park. 


proudly offers 


FREE CREMATION SERVICE 


at its very own Carillon Hall Crematorium 

For every purchase of one (1) crypt at the Crown Pavilion — ће 
first and only open-air garden Columbarium in the country today 
with prices from PhP48,000.00 and above, the purchaser will 
be entitled to one (1) Free Cremation Service Privilege. Each 


crypt may accommodate a total of four (4) memorial urns. For 
more details, please dial 371-4041 to 46 and 372-9050 to 53 and 
ask for Sales/Marketing. 


Funeral Mass will be celebrated at 2:00 p.m. on Monday, 
July 9, 2001. 

In lieu of flowers, donations to St. Mary's House for young 
girls, Tagaytay would be appreciated. ; 23 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS 
© Сору of Death Certificate Ө Any identification document (1) 


* DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT * MESSAGE OF THANKS • 
* DEATH ANNIVERSARY • REQUIEMS * FREE OBIT DESIGN « 


MESSAGE OF THANKS oy 


We, the family of the late 


Caridad Dario Bello 


of Candon, Ilocos Sur 


a 
і“ LEONARDA UTCHINGCO VDA. DE SALVADOR ` 


of Sto. Niño, Marikina City 

Passed away in the Grace of our Lord on July 6, 2001 at the age of 90. 
Her faithful and loving children Baby, Dodie and Perla, Jun and Lita, and 
Zeny; together with her grandchildren, sister Dra. Patrocinio Utchingco; 

тойс Manes sed изу AES meth Sowers aud кенсе озушу and sisters, brothers-in-law, other relatives and friends request the pious readers 
who in countless ways, condoled with and comforted us in our hour of to pray for the eternal repose of her soul as she is born into Eternal Life. 

анла Her remains lie in state at Funeraria Guzman at 343 J.P. Rizal Street, 
Sto. Nifio, Marikina City. 

eee | Interment will be on Sunday, July 8, 2001 at 10:00 a.m. j 

НЕН. ee ae ЗЕЕ i ETE A || 1384. at the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City after the 9:00 a.m. des Ра. 
ne Beamer ^ at Funeraria Guzman. 


CLAVELINA C. MANALAC | 2 


who passed away in the Grace of the Lord on June 21, 2001 
wish to express our heartfelt gratitude and sincerest appreciation to all those 


бран ——————— ещ 


Franco Carlo; relatives, friends and everyone? 
whose heart and life 1 have touched, 
willbe comforted 1o know 
‘that your friend, 


VITTORIO CLARETTE 
has joyously departed for 
another ете of loving, 

"A itle while, а moment of est upon the wind, 


“ease || | INQUIRER CLASSIFIEDS 


apicc m Aurora branch is now open to serve your 
Classified Ads requirements. 
(Cod | For inquiries, please call 421-1420 or 421-0343. 


301240 noon on July 7, 2001. 
А "The family of the late 
ARMANDO “MANDY” 
YCASIANO ARAGON 
who passed rgd A 4, 2001 
at the age o 


3 
wishes to inform relatives and friends that his. - T L 
body lies in state at La Funeraria Paz Chapel, = 5 соцен) 19 
G. Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 
Interment will be on Sunday, July 8, 2001 at 
Himlayang Pilipino, after the 9:00 a.m. Mass „ 
‘at La Funeraria Paz Chapel, 


St ANTHONY'S вона 
3 501 AURORA BOULEVARD, 
(садо, QUEZON СП 


NACIONAL 3 Е юа с 1 
; MEMORIAL pres TEN RUSTANS | 
over the азі HOMES * A | ARANETA \ 


100 years. S TRODONE) 


164 Gregorio Araneta Avenue, Quezon City 
ти. Nos 713-5231 to 36 a Direct Lines 71440807 to 08e Pax # 714-0865 
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Clinical basis for spotting 


obstructive sleep 
disorders upcoming 


BY TESSA R. SALAZAR 


‘OW serious is a sleep 
isorder? 
After decades of study 


by sleep specialists worldwide, 
findings show that more than 
50 percent of sleep disorders 
are brought about by breathing 
abnormalities during sleep at 
night, and the real culprit is 
what is called obstructive 
sleep apnea syndrome. 
Obstructive sleep apnea is a repe- 
titive cessation of breathing when you 
sleep. You actually stop breathing when 
you sleep, and this happens over and 
ver again in the course of one night 
‘This repetitive cessation of breathing is 


usually associated with loud snoring. Antoinette Gappi of the Philippine 

It's so loud that the bed partner—even Society of Chest Physicians, cited some 

neighbors—can't sleep. People, who of the parameters of the scoring system 

suffer from this struggle to breathe again Гог physicians to detect right away if a 

patient is a candidate for further 

This also usually leads toa sluggish day treatment for serious sleep disorders. 

These parameters include snoring, 

People, who sulfer from obstructive obesity or BMI (Body Mass Index), 

sleep apnea, are also susceptible toother and daytime sleepiness. 

 Gappitold the gusti the sleep apnea. 

and heart problems. Some patients could clinical scoring system could be used 
nationwide, especially inthe provinces 

"lt is important (for doctors in the 


and again, make restful sleep impossible. 


for the sufferer. 


health risks such as stroke, hypertension 


actually die from sleep disorders. 
How would you know if you have a 
serious sleep problem? 
Not sleeping on the job 


Otherwise, a conve 


prevalence of sleep disorders in the — Whenapateniscoresnegativeforslep years of a person's life. 


Country. The good news is Filipino sleep apnea, then there's no need for this 
specialists, particularly fromthe St Luke's patient to undergo expensive tests: 

IF certified, the scoring system would 

job. They're about (о come out with a Бе the first gauge for sleep disorder in 

the Philippines. 

"The focus for the study and treatment 

of severe sleep disorders was almost 

- regardless if they are sleep entirely on St Luke's Medical Centr, 


Medical Center, are not sleeping on the 


definitive research paper on sleep disorders. 
‘These sleep specialists have devised 
a clinical gauge for all doctors nation- 


Specialists ornot—measuring patient's which served as the only referral center respiratory. 


sleep disorder's severity and thus from 1992 to 1999. The hospital has 
determine if the problem needs further suficient technical know-how, equipment 
medical attention. The gauge is called and staff. From 1999 onward, Makati 
Medical ‘Center and other hospitals 
opened their own sleep laboratories. 
Minimal cost 
This clinical scoring system, 


the sleep apnea clinical scoring system. 
Scoring system > 

‘The clinical scoring system would 
be the basis that primary care physicians 


important thi 


сап use. Sleep specialist Dr. Mercy composed of questionnaires, can be individual.” 


The case of the secondhand smoke 


BY RAFAEL R. CASTILLO, MD 


(First oftwo paris) 
LIZA couldn't understand what Dr. Renato Dantes, 
her family internist, just told her when she followed 
up with him at the National Kidney Institute. He 
diagnosed her to have chronic obstructive pulmonary 

isease most likely due to smoking. How can she have 
it, when she hasn't smoked a single cigarete all her 
life; Liza shook her headin disbelief 

Liza is a hardworking teacher, 
mother and housewife. She sleeps 
late finishing the house chores and 
preparing for the next day's teaching lessons. She 
Wakes up at4 in the moming; cooks her husband's and 
children's breakfast as well as prepares packed lunch; 
and leaves the house before 6 so she can be in school 
for the Пар ceremony at 7 in the moming. 

., This has been her routine for the last 12 years since 
she married Jay, her childhood sweetheart. Jay works 
as an insurance sales agent. He goes home straight 
from work; he does not gamble or drink alcohol; and he 
saves all the money he can for his family. He is 
essentially a good family man except for one vice. He 
‘smokes more than a pack per day, and would do so 
‘even inside their house and their bedroom, beside Liza 
While they watch television, 

Lost cause 

During the early part of their mariage, Liza 
complained a lot about his smoking and would nag him 
until he promised o quit smoking. Jay smoking 
‘more than a dozen times; and equal number of times, 
the cigareue stick has lured him back. Liza thought it 
was а lost cause and gave up. 

Since a few months ago, she started having on and 
of cough productive of yellowish phlegm. The phlegm 
Would be most copious in the morning on waking up. 
‘At night, Liza would sometimes cough incessantly 
‘and would have sleepless nights. She complained of 
shortness of breath and easy fatigability, and would 
fee! all drained out before lunch, with still an aftemoon 
class to handle. Hence, she decided to consult Dr. 
Dantes, who requested for a series of tesis 

“Based on our laboratory tests, И looks like you 
have chronic bronchitis, a form of chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease or COPD. The most common cause. 
is smoking. This is hard to understand and accept fo 
monsmoker like you, But you see, Liza, smoking c 
nuse you serious harm, and you don't even have to 
light up a stick yourself,” Dr. Dantes said, and for 
Liza, he sounded lke he was talking in medical riddles 
Until he proceeded to explain... 

Secondhand smoking 

“Constantly inhaling someone else's smoke, also 
known as passive or secondhand smoking has also 
been associnted with respiratory problems, as well as 
cancer, cardiovascular and other diseases. Top this 
with the toxlc pollutants in the air we unwittingly feed 
‘our lungs with every day, the scenario looks grim even 
for nonsmokers.” Dr. Dantes’ words came like a guilty 
verdict for someone who is innocent of the crime she is 
charged with. 

Jay could only disten intently as Dr. Dantes 
proceeded with his thorough explanation cum 
‘xdmionition, on how nonsmokers can develop COPD. 

^I hute to accuse you, Jay, But you're partly 
responsible for Liza's lung problem. Think of how it 
Affects your wife and children, or any person sitting in 
the sume room with you—that poor innocent 
onsmoker—who is a totally unknowing victim as 
you puff out a fog with your cigarette. Contrary to the 


‘MEDICAL FILES 


arguments of cigarette smokers and manufactures, 
environmental tobacco smoke called ETS or secondhand 
smoke still contains significant contaminants. cancer- 
producing substances and toxins which can cause 
serious health hazards. 

Here's more bad news: you are as likely to be 
affected in a packed barroom as in a home where only 
оле family member smokes. The risk of health 
problems, particularly COPD, doesn't increase or 

decrease according to levels of 
exposure—simply because there is 
по safe level of exposure for anyone. 

Frequently misdiagnosed 
‘More common and complicated than asthma (and 
frequently misdiagnosed as such), moderate and severe 
COPD afflicts more than а quaner of a million Filipinos. 
If you include mild cases of COPD, it would likely run 
to several millions. Since its symptoms are frequently 
diagnosed and treated as asthma or smoker's cough, 
it's likely that Filipinos who have COPD don't find 
ош that they have it until afier they visit their lung 
doctor. Unfortunately, some become aware of the 
disease when it's already too lae." 

Dr. Dantes went on to explain that COPD is a 
progressively disabling disease. It hits heavy smokers, 
amd most often, men in their 40s who have been 
smoking for more than 10 years. Though a smoker 
may be 30 times more prone to develop COPD than 
nonsmokers, those who haven't puffed a cigarette in 
their life, ike Liza, are not immune from the disease In 
a recent study made by a group of lung experts in the 
Middle East evaluating а mixed group of active smokers, 
ex-smokers and nonsmokers ia the community. COPD 
Was seen in 7.4 percent of nonsmokers, 19.4 percent 
of ex-smokers and 29.5 percent of active smokers. 

Air pollution is the biggest ally of smoking in 
causing respiratory ailments. Environmental polluting 
components of gas emissions such as carbon monoxide 
and sulfur dioxide also predispose nonsmokers to the 
development of COPD. Studies of hospital admissions 
for COPD in the elderly conducted in Detroit, England, 
and Barcelona have also shown association between 
‘COPD and increase in known air pollutants including 
carbon monoxide, oxides of nitrogen, black smoke, 
acid aerosols and suspended microparticles (especially 
those smaller than 10 mm in diameter, or РМ-10). 
Significant respiratory problems associated with the 
increase of PM-10 were also seen in а nonsmoking 
‘community in California. 

Individuals who work in an "airborne exposure 
environment," such as miners and welders, are also at 
risk for COPD, even without the presence of cigarette 
smoke. A Norwegian study identified the culprits as 
dust, particles of quartz, silica, metal gases, by- 
products of aluminum production and processing. and 
Welding. The study showed that even in nonsmokers 
the occupational exposure was certain to cause lung 
impairment. 

‘The World Health Organization and other inter- 
national health experts, however, agree that smoking 
and inhaling secondhand smoke are many times more 
powerful in causing COPD. When someone smokes a 
cigarette, only about half the smoke goes directly into 
the smoker's lungs. The rest of the exhaled smoke— 
plus the smoke and particulates from the It cigarette— 
rift Into the environment and is 
nonsmoking individuals part 
suspended in the nir even after the smell and smoke of 
the cigarette are long gone. In fact, nonsmoking spouses 
of smokers are 24 percent more likely to develop lung 
cancer than those in nonsmoking marriages. 

(To be continued next week) 


distributed nationwide. Not only ‘can known fortheirsignificantworkonsea — UP Diliman in 1960 and his Ph.D. in 
specialists validate the severity of the snail toxin venom (comotoxins) 1 biophysics from Johns Hopkins 
disorder in individual patients, the described their experiences im “Ten Univesity in 1968. His main reicaich 
scoring system can be used to know the Outstanding Filipino Scientists” (Anvil, 
prevalence of sleep apnea in the adult 2000) 
Population for a minimal cos. 

jonal labo- laude in chemistry from UPin 1960and immune system. He has authored more 
ratory-confined validation study alone obtained his Ph.D. in biophysical 
involving 50 patents would already cost chemistry from the California Institute 
600,000. St. Luke's study involving ор Technology in 1966 afier working 
100 patients amounted to P1.3 million 
The validated study, however also 
revealed 62 percent ofthe patients had 
provinces) to be able to recognize sleepapnen. The age range of the group 
(serious sleep disorder) so they can 
Sadly, no genuine Philippine data is already do necessary procedures. Then 
available to measure the extent or the they can send the patient to Manila. 


was from 20 to 75. The majority of the 
ages ranged from 30 to 50 years, which 
would represent the most productive 


Dela Буз аһо зай} thateven newbom concentrate on experiments that could antitoxins, as a diagnostic tool, as a 
infants and toddlers snore. 
“When a person snores, here's some that they work with the various Conus as a treatment of cancer, asthma, 
degree of air obstruction. But the species, especially Conus geographus autoimmune disease, and so On. 
ig is to determine if the and Conus striatus. The rest, as they 
snore is primary wherein it does not зау, is history. 
have any effect on the physiology of an 


Science in the 21st century: NAST silver jubilee 


(First of three parts) 

NEXT week at the historic Manila 
Hotel, the National Academy of Science 
and Technology (NAST), the premier 
government insitation dedicated to the 
development of local science, will hold 
йз 23rd anual scientfie meeting. Queena. М. 

ough relatively Еше known to the а 
Public, many Filipino scientists have Lee-Chua 
made significant discoveries in various 
fields. Aside from showeasing their in the then emerging field of therapy. Also ihe size of the molecule, 
Work, this conference aims to come up biotechnology. Specifically, he was із valence, its reactivity, even its 
With policy recommendations that may involved inthe discovery of DNA ligase, stability, could be altered by judicious 
help address important science issues in ап enzyme essential for cloning and устш manipulations. 
the Philipines today. recombinant DNA technology. However," Dr Amador C. Muriel, director of 

‘Six plenary sessions onthe first day, pis most recent research revolves around — the Center for Fluid Dynamics in Suble 
July il, give us an overview of the molecular neuroscience. А scientist who Olongapo, is working an perhaps oue of 
diversity of Filipino scientific talent. has contributed to diverse fields, Dr. the most controversial lanes ofall ive 
Though two among the six speakers are Olivera will discuss “Accomplishments molecular theory of turbulence 
‘mainly based in the United States, both and Contributions in the Field of Through the years, many physicists 1 
have significant es with the Filipino Biochemistry in Relation to Health.” have convened wit eihar cove or 
scientific community. One of them is Dr. Eduardo A. Padlan, who had disagree with his contentions, though 
Dr. Baldomero "Toi" М. Olivera „а worked as a research physicist at the they ай give him credi for ereniiv Y 
distinguished professor of Biology st US National Institutes of Health umil andingemuty and they all ares thet hg 
the University of Utah. Even though I his retirement in 2000, is now (am theory has opened row бул iy 
have yet lo meet him personally through proud to sy) an affiliate professor of turbulence research, whose impact i 
extensive interviews with his colleague the School of Science and Engineeringof yet to be determined.’ De Mugal ag 
Dr. Lourdes “Luly” J. Cruz of the the Ateneo de Manila University. Heis Заоа somal тиреп к Мапе һа 
Marine Science institute of UP Diliman, also a visiting professor atthe College 
Thave come to admire his ingenuity. 


technology, by recent advances in 
molecular biology, cell culture and 
genetic engineering techniques, and by 
the use of transgenic animals and plants 
for protein expression. Antibody 
‘molecules ae often engineered to provide 
them with more desirable properties. 
For example, antibodies derived from 
nonhuman sources are usually 
"humanized' prior to use in human 


published several papers in Physica D, 
iso a visiting professor at the College Physical Review A & E, Joumal oi 
of Science of UP Diliman. He obtained Experimental and Theoretical Physics. 
Both Тою ат! Luly are pechaps best his bachelor's degree in physics from То confirm ‘oF reject his theory, а 
experiments are now being conducted 
around the world including in Russia, 
France and the United States. 
interest has been the structure and А summary of his talk on “A 
function of proteins, in particular, Molecular Basis for the Onset of 
‘Toto Olivera graduated summa cum antibodies and other molecules of the Turbulence” sates: "We analyze existing 
data on the onset of turbulence for pipe 
than 125 scientific publications. Пом in the light of a molecular theory 
including a monograph on Antibody- forte onset of turbulence. eons 
‘Antigen Interactions. He is currently of derived quantities. for 
with Dr. Norman Davidson on the — collaborating with various groups in the t the onset of turbulence, 
electrophoretic properties of DNA. He country to study the use of antibodies such as the Reynolds number, we resirici 
worked as a postdoctoral fellow (ofthe against human and plant diseases. It is our data and analysis using observable 
Damon Runyon Fund) at the Stanford по wonder that his talk will center on quantities such as molecular properties 
University School of Medicinefor two “Engineering Antibodies for Human and critical velocities, We find a rationale 
years, where he continued E. coli DNA Therapy.” for a molecular origin of turbulence, in 
research, and returned tothe Philippines —— Whatisitssignificancetoourlives? — contrast to the exclusive use of conti- 


of the are being  'Obecomearesearchassociate professor According to Dr. Padlan, antibodies can пишт theory." 
fied and а ог пе абу аге LEE whe College of Medicine a UP Manila. wigs 
published in several medical journals. 
Kids snore, too 

Children are not spared from sleep SFAM for research. However.chemicals making them a marker of sons. Because siatistcal’rpechanicn He We aloo on 
disorders Pediatrician Dr. Roland de а Were difficult to order and equipment of this property, antibodies can be used astronomer—his stellar dynamics 
Eve said there are two types of sleep Was outdated. making it impossible for 
disorders in children: nonrespiratory and the Philippines to compete with other substances, among others. In medicine. 


be produced against almost any Aside from turbulence research, Dr 
At that time, through his foreign con- substance and, what's more, they are Muriel is also active in information 
tacts, Toto was able to secure some very specific for these substances. technology and nonequilibrium 


in detection and isolation of specific articles have been published in Astro- 
nomy and Astrophysics 

(To be continued next week) 

Queena N. Lee-Chua, Ph.D. ix an 

be properly done locally and suggested means to prevent transplant rejection, associate professor of mathematics and 

psychology at the Ateneo de Manila 

University. She writes the column "Mind. 

He continues, "The production of Games” for www.ing7.net and host 

large amounts of pure antibody needed ће shou h Math" on РТҮ-4. 

Aside from conotoxins, Dr. Olivera for these applications has been made She can be reached at blessbook@ 
Participated (and continues toparicipate) possible by the advent of hydridoma yahoo.com. 


countries. Toto counseled Luly to antibodies have long been used as 


At the onset of flu, 
, don't self-medicate. 


Sudden onset of fever? Coughing? Chills? Weakness? 
Muscle and joint pains? 
You could have contacted the flu virus. 


Flu is contagious. It cannot be treated with antibiotics. 
Complications like bronchitis, pneumonia and ear infection 
can even arise. 


For people 65 years and older, and those with heart ailment, 
diabetes, asthma or kidney disease, ít can be fatal. 


At the onset of flu, don't self-medicate. 


Your life may be at risk. Only your doctor can administer the 
right anti-viral medicine. 


CONSULT YOUR DOCTOR WITHIN 36 HOURS. 
Remember, flu is a deadly virus. 
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Jack Lemmon was Hollywood's 


great urban 


By STEVE GORMAN 


OSANGELES—From put- 
uponcorporateunderlingin 
“The Apartment” andhap- 
less traveler in “The Out-of- 
Towners” tohisOscar-winningrole 
as a beleaguered businessman in 
“Save the Tiger,” versatile actor 
Jack Lemmon was Hollywood's 
consummate American everyman. 

‘Lemmon, who died on Wednesday at age 76 
of complications from cancer, was remembered 
for bringing an almost twitchy nervous energy 
and intense humanity to dozens of big-screen 
performances—funny аз vell as tragic 

Anxieties 

Critics were united on Thursday in praising 
Lemmon for capturing the frustrations, anxi- 
tes and small triumphs of the urban, post- 
War average guy. 

“Не was an everyman, but he was also an 
American everyman, and because of that, he 
could play a business executive ora schnook, 
and everything in between," said film critic 
Leonard Malin of the television show "Emer. 
tainment Tonight” 

“He could project intelligence as easily as 
he coul project simple-mindedness 


In addition to 

his versatility, 

Lemmon wowed 

audiences and crit- 

ics alike by makin 

all look easy. “His 

work always seemed ef- 

fortless, whether he was 

doing the most intense 
r the silliest of com- 
Maltin said. 

More modern 

While he was not the 
first movie star hailed for. 
his portrayals of the com- 
mon man—among them Henry 
Fonda, James Stewart and 
Gary Cooper—Time magazine 
critic Richard Schickel said 
Lemmon was distinctly urban, 
and more modem. 

Whereas actors like Fonda and Stewart “had 
an air of an older, small-town America that in- 
formed them and projected them into a world 
they were sometimes uncomfortable with,” 
Lemmon “played guys with suits and ties and 
an office to go to. 

"He reflected a lot of concerns of post-War 
America." Schickel said of Lemmon. "They 
were just manifest in his face and body lan- 

‘And nobody could make the worm tura ike. 
Lemmon, as demonstrated by his supporting 


‘Universal 
appeal. 


X m 


breakout roe as Ensign Pulver in 
the 1955 classic “Mister Rob- 
erts"—a performance that earned 
him the first of two Academy 
‘Awards and propelled him to 
prominence. 
Starting out as the dither- 
ing, conniving ship's officer, 
Pulver ges onto grow a back: 
bone with inspiration from his 
meator—Henry Fonda as Mis- 
ter Robert and ultimately 
Sands up tothe tyramical Capt 
Morton, played by James 
Cagney in опе of Hollywood's 
той tressured moments 
Courage 
Likewise, in the 1979 drama "The China 
Syndrome,” his portayal of a nuclear plant 
executive who refuses to go along with the 
Cover-up ofan accident embodies the image of 
Sn ordinary man showing courage in ап extraor- 
dinary situation. 
"He's the ultimate everyman." Schickel said 
"Who better o cast in that pan?” 

Some of Lemmons best work emerged from 
his longtime collaboration with legendary 
writer-director Billy Wilder, starting in 1959 
‘with the comedy romance "Some Like It Hot.” 
in which he played  nighiclub musician who, 
with Топу Curis, dresses in drag to elude the 
mob. 

“Billy Wilder saw in (Lemmon) a perfect 


‘Everyman’ 


instrument for his writing because he could be 
real and funny at the same time,” Maltin said. 

It was Wilder who first teamed Lemmon with 
бе man who would become his favorite comic 
foil, Walter Matthau, in "The Fortune Cookie" 

1966). That pairing ей to a lifelong friendship 
between the two actors and seven more movies 
together, including Neil Simon's “The Odd 
Couple. 

But it was Wilder's 1960 serio-comic "The 
“Apartment” that established Lemmon's signa- 
ture screen persona as an earnest but naive 
wannabe buffeted by outside forces and his own 
manic nature as he struggles to climb the corpo- 
rate ladder. 

Extramarital affairs 

Co-starring Shirley MacLaine and Fred 
MacMurray. Lemmon played а stiveling insur- 
ance company clerk who hopes to win the favor 
of his superiors by loaning out his apartment 
for their extramarital affairs, only to fall for the 
latest girlfriend of his own boss. 

‘Again playing a befuddled white-collar anti- 
hero in the 1970 remake of the “The Out-of- 
Townes." Lemmon endures a litany of big-city 
abuse—a mugging, a police chase, an exploding 
manhole cover and a broken tooth-—when a visit 
to New York for an important job interview 
tums into a comic nightmare. 

His dramatic specialty playing troubled men 
thwarted by circumstances and their own human 
failings was mos notably brought to bear in "Save. 
the Tiger" (1973), аз the dressmaker who goes to 
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desperate lengths to stay in business, That role won 
Lemmon his second Oscar, this time as best actor. 

Maltin said Lemmon also was notable as an actor 
‘who was not afraid to take on challenging, varied roles. 
late in his career—an American businessman searching 
for his activist son in South America in "Missing" 
(1982), the craven, aging real estate huckster in 
“Glengarry Glen Ross" (1992) and his Emmy-win- 
ning TV movie performance as Morrie Schwartz, the 
irrepressible college professor gradually succumbis 
to Lou Gehrig's disease, in “Tuesdays With Morrie 
(1999), 

Matthau's son, Charlie, who directed both his 
ther and Lemmon in the 1995 film “The Grass Harp, 
said Lemmon, like his father, possessed an intimate, 
universal appeal. 

"lt wasn't like going to the movies and seeing some- 
body who was bigger than life," he said of Lemmon. "I 
think he reminded people of somebody they knew in 
their life and liked." Reuters 
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Find yourself a home. 


Here at Cascades. 


In Cascades at Cottonwood Heights, home is the 
rich garden of greens covering the rolling terrain, 
the pleasant trill'of streams with silvery sparkles, the 
cool breeze that kisses your cheeks, and the fantastic, 
breathtaking panoramic view of nature. 


Luxuriate in the classy ambience of Cascades and feel 
secure and safe knowing that a highly efficient 
property management team is there for you. For as 
low as P33,800° a month, you can own a beautiful 
home in this newly developed phase of Cottonwood 
Heights. 


What'smore, Cascades offers lots only inventories 
where you have the flexibility of building customized 
homes. 


Now is the best time to invest in your own beautiful 
hideaway, when amortization and interest rates are 
at their lowest. Let Crown Asia show you how. You 
can save as much as P300,000 for cash payments. 
Come home to Crown Asia's Cascades, come home 
to your dreams. 

Downpayment for as lang as 48-nionths or 0% 
interest in 24 months. You can also visit our booths 
at SM Megamall, North Edsa and Fairview. Reserve 
your home today and get a chance to win a brand 
new Honda Civic. 


eSeven Américan 
country-styled homes 
with floor areas of 92 
sqm to 60 sqm, and ot 
areas of 180 sqm to 
зоо sqm. 


features: 
beautifully created 
cascading streams, 
gardens, parks, 
clubhouse with 
swimming pool, mutti- 
purpose hall, 
basketball court, tennis 
court and soon, an 
ecumenical center. 


+ Cascades is set n the 
breezy lush hills of 
Antipolo City. i's only. 
45 minutes away from” 
Ortigas Center, and an 
hour away from Makati 
ity via сз. 


+= Very flexible payment 
schemes which can be 
‘adjusted according to 
‘your preference. Avail 
Of a bigger discount and 
additional savings of as. 
much as P300,000 for 
paying promptly, and 
for reserving your 
dream home now. 


Visit us today at the ERA Kiosk, Ground Level, West Wing 
of SM North Edsa for an exclusive preview of our house 
models. For details, call us at 726-0083/84 or 726-0073/74,0° 
Visit our website-at www.crownasia.com.ph. 


‘computed at 20 years bank financing- 
Via Marasigan From Marcos Highway, turn right at tne intersection (Masinag Marke on the eft to Зато о; Highway. Turn lft o the Crcumferentl Road, go straight ahead until Cottonwood Drive (marked with a directional 
Bilboard). тт left at Cottonwoot Drive, go straight ahead unl Cottonwood неу. Cascades ls inside Cottonwood Heights. Ма Ortigas Aveno. from Ortigas Avenue, go straight unti Ortigas extension, Upon reaching the Circumferential 
Road, um lef. Co sraigh up to a triangle landmark, then torn to Taktak Read. Tum ight atthe Orcumferential Rand, Co straight ahead unt Coriogwood Drive marked with a directional bilboard). Turn left a Cottonwood Drive, 0 
ипине ahead unl Cottonwood Heights Слас, Isle Cottonwood Heights. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


MIRACLES still do happen. And 
God, in His boundless love and wis- 
dom, effects them in the lives of both 
saints and sinners alike. How else 
сап one explain the most extraordi- 
пагу event in the life of grizzled vet- 
eran radio broadcaster Joey Galvez. 
except to call it that—a miracle? 
American soldier 

For the first three decades of his 
life, Joey didn’t know his father was 
an American soldier, much less that 
he was sill alive. Everytime he asked 

his mother about him, she either 
scolded him for being too inquisi- 
tive or conveniently peddled the lie 
that the father he never knew was 
long dead and buried. 

Аз а child, he visited the cem- 
«егу of each new place he found 
himself in, and spent long hours 
reading the names on the tomb- 
stones, hoping to read his father's. 
Whenever he found an unmarked 
grave, he fantasized that his father's 
bones were interred there. 

But he could never have found 
his father's name on any of the cem- 
eteries he went to, because his fa- 
ther was stil alive. Also, he thought 
his father was a Galvez, but he was 
already 30 years old when he leamed 
that his father’s name was Fred 
Cosby. 

The revelation came from a 
cousin who also disclosed to him 
that his father was in the US Army, 
an automotive mechanic stationed 
їп the American barracks in San 
Andres Bukid, Sta Ana, Manila at 
the tail-end of the Second World 
War. 

Joey's mother was a labandera 
servicing the laundry needs of the 
US service men. She met this dash- 
ing army man and they fell in love. 
She was six months pregnant with 
Joey when all the American soldiers 
were hauled back to the US because 
the war was over. That was in 1946. 

For a while, Joey's mom fed on 
the promises of the uniformed man 
who told her he'd come back for 
her—but he never did. It isn't hard 
now to understand why she decided 
to simply "kill" his memory for- 
ever—for the sake of her sanity and, 
she must have believed at the time, 


also that of her infant child. 

When Joey first leamed the truth 
about his father, he immediately sent 
inquiries to the 
US Veterans Ad- 
ministration, the 
US Congress in 
Washington DC, 
the US Army and 
the International 
Red Cross. They 
all asked for his 
father's social 
security number 
and/or serial number, which Joey 
naturally didn’t have. He also sent a 
letter to Hollywood comedian Bill 
Cosby who replied that his was just 
a screen name. 

Years flew by and Joey contin- 
ued to yearn for his dad. Still, be. 
went on with his life. He made a ca- 
reer of his soothing baritone and flair 
for humor, which goes well with the 
early-morning slot of his current ra- 
dio show ("Loveline;" 2-4 a.m., Mon- 
day-Saturday, DZMM). 

Then, last February, a quarter of 
acentury after he first learned about 
his father, Jocy toyed with the idea 
of going to the US. 

Listeners 

He says, “I wanted to go mainly 
because my US visa was expiring. I 
casually related this to my listeners 
‘and I was pleasantly surprised when 
a lot of them responded positively. 

“I have a following in the US be- 
cause of The Filipino Channel, which 
airs DZMM programs there. 1 had 
listeners from Oregon, Texas, Las 
Vegas, San Francisco, San Diego and 
Los Angeles who sent me money 
and round-trip tickets just so I could 
g0 to the US." 

Just before he left, his mother told 
him she remembered that his dad 
was from Indiana and that his middie 
initial was “L.” The hope that con- 
tinued to burn in Joey's heart all 
through the years suddenly blazed 
brightly with this new information. 

‘When he arrived in the US, Joey 
first touched base with his gener- 
‘ous sponsors and had a great time. 
On the eve of his departure back to 
Manila, he asked a nephew in Chi- 
cago to go to Indiana, which was a 


Inday 
Badiday 


mere 30-minute drive away, and make 

some inquiries. The nephew learned. 

that there 

weretwo Fred 

L. Cosbys in 

Indiana and 

he promptly 

gave their 

Contact num- 

bers to Joey. 

“My feet 

may not know 

how to dance 

the tinikling but my heart was danc- 
ing at that time,” Joey quips. 

Excitement 

“Trepidation and excitement 
mixed as I dialled one number," Joey 
recalls. “It was an answering ma- 
chine. I left a message just ће same. 
I said, "Hi, I'm Joey Galvez from the 
Philippines. I'm looking for my dad. 
His name is Fred L. Cosby. If you 
are my dad, please call me at this 
number.” He did not call, so I went 
back to Manila the following day.” 

When Joey returned to Manila, a 
call from his Aunt Matty, his dad's 
sister, was waiting for him. So it came 
to pass that last March 4, he was 
able to talk to is father—and on-air 
on his radio show at that, the better 
to share his joy with his listeners 
who had helped make this miracle. 
possible. 

“1 asked him, "Dad, can I call you 
dad?" he replied, ‘Son, can I call you 
son?” At that very moment, I was 
the happiest 55-year-old child in the 
world!” 

Last May 28, after his Fil-Ameri- 
can listeners once more chipped in 
enough dollars for his fare and 
pocket money, Joey Cosby was re- 
United with his US family. 

Birthday 

"1 celebrated my birthday with 
them,” Joey's eyes moisten at the 
memory. “Ihave four chikiren, [know 
everything there is about a father's 
joy that comes from his child's 
kisses and warm embrace. But I don't 
know anything about the bliss a 
child feels when hugged tightly by 
his father. 

“The time I was with my dad was 
the happiest nine days of my life 


JOEY with brother Eric. 

En EU 
For the first three AP 
decades of his life, 
Joey Galvez didn't 
know his father 
was an American 
soldier. Then, last 
February, he found 
himself celebrating 
his 55th birthday 
with his dad in the 
States 
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He's 79 years old now. He was a 
sprightly twentysomething when he 
left my mother. But the years that 
have been stolen away from us by 
fate don't matter anymore. 

“Finally, my life is complete. The 
restlessness that used to inhabit my 
heart is gone. In its place now lives 
the joy that comes from knowing 
that God, despite my smallness, has 
deemed me worthy of this magnifi- 
cent miracle!" 


JOEY (middle) with his dad (left) and uncle Clifford. 
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BESIDE the welcome billboard put up by his American family. 
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Does:the pattern of your life's 


comfort zone 
need changing? 


Jf bathroom pleasures necessitate cleanliness and sensual satisfaction. If petal pasterns touch you. If nature's beauty makes you blush. Why по? 


Anextraordinary amount of 
effort was put into the making 

of ACG bathroom fixtures. 

Every design is a unique European 

classic. Patterns are fire-glazed to 

override the test of time. Thus, no matter 

how much scouring you do to clean, the blossom 
pattern won't fade. That's a guarantee of a lifetime. 


Not to forget, glazing the ceramic trapway inside and out 

makes a big difference in the flushing system thereby allowing 

for cleaning efficiency. And so, is it time to change the patterns of your. 
bathroom life? Perhaps. d 
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10 YEARS AGO 


Young male stars relaunched as action heroes 


By NOELANI TORRE 


ACTION stars and their explosive stunts dominated 
entertainment headlines 10 years ago, what with all 
the young leads being launched and Robin Padilla plant- 
ing a facer on Richard Gomez. 

Living up o his tough guy, bod boy image, Robin 
threw a punch at the astonished Richard in the then 
recent Star Olympics. Apparently, the former resented 
the comments several show biz writers (allegedly from 
the later's camp) were making about his being too 
much of a softie (lampa) to join the Star Olympics 

Fracas 

Cousin Rudy Femandez, then president of the Screen 
Actors Guild, was uying fo mediate between the two 
‘when suddenly Robin Jet loose with his fists. The ensuing 
fracas did nothing at all to promote the goals of the Star 
Olympics cooperation and camaraderie among actors. 

Robin was criticized by their colleagues in the industry 
who bemoaned their bad boy's hot temper. Fans of Robin, 
however, cheered the actor on for his "macho" move. 

Meanwhile, in the reel world, Philip Salvador played 
acopin Moviestar Films’ “Uubusin Ko ang Lahi Mo." 
Directed by Pepe Marcos with screenplay by Humilde 


How to be truly 
liberated and happy 


WHEN govemment leaders and rich people talk about 
saving poor people from their poverty, are they quali- 
fied 10 preach to the masses about how to be truly 
liberated? Are they happy? Are they worth follow- 
ing? Is their recipe for success true-bloe? 

1 would like to share with you this story that brings 
into focus the fact that many people's values are actu- 
ally upside down and that the modem concepts of 
progress, success and wealth have been perverted and 
twisted: 

How poor are we? 

One day, a very wealthy man took his son on a 
trip to the country to show him how poor people 
could be. They spent a couple of days on a poor 
Family's farm. 


R. Valencia 
and S. Bismark 21 


Upon their return the father asked . 
"How was the trip?" "It was great, Dad." "Did 
you see how poor people can be?" the father 
asked. 

The son answered, "I saw that we have one 
dog and they have four. We have a pool that 
reaches to the middle of our garden and they have 
а creck that has no end. We have imported lan- 
terns in our garden and they have stars at night. 
Our patio reached to the front yard and they have 
the whole horizon. 

‘We have a small piece of land to live on and they 
have fields that go beyond our sight. We have ser- 
vants who serve us, but they serve others. We buy 
ood, but they grow theirs. We have walls around our 
property to protect us and they have friends to pro- 
tect them.” 

The boy's father was speechless. 

Then his son added, "Thanks, Dad, for showing 
me how poor we are!" 

Indeed, there are many poor people living even in 
elite subdivisions. Poor people have also inhabited 
Malacaiang Palace They are so starved and empty 
that they feel they have to hoard wealth beyond their 
basic necessities. 

Selfishness 

Due to selfishness, not only are they deprived of 
wisdom and nature's wonderful gifts but they are also 
empty of love for God and others. They are devoid of 
spiritual vision, compassion and Ii 

If we want a truly happy existence, Jet us live sim- 
ply and, with our valuable time, seek ош the wealth that 
will not be taken away from us. The treasure that will 
mot rust exists and can be possessed by the sincere and 
humble spirit-soul who has a natural right to such wealth 
Just as we need food for the body, we need nourish- 
‘ment for our self, the living soul inside cur body. 

Let us learn from the sages and not from fake lead- 
ers who don't know right from wrong. By heeding the 
right sources, we can attain happiness. This is true 
Progress, liberation and success in life. 


More bar tours 
and movie premieres 
from Joey 


EXPECT more bar tours and blockbuster movie pre- 
mieres from Joey @ 92.3 FM this month 

Take your pick from cool jazz rhythms, captivat- 
ing movie themes to hot tunes by top artists їп Joey's 
bar tours, Listen to Richard Merk as he sings in "Jazz 
Jivin' with Joey" at Monk's Dream on Jupiter st. 
Makati City every Monday, at 9 p.m. (uly 9, 16, 23, 
30), 

"Then catch your favorite movie themes in “Ree! 
Rhythms” with Mood Swings every Wednesday night 
шу 11, 18, 25) at 8:30 at the Greenbelt Mall Food 
Court, courtesy of National Sports Grill. 

‘Over at Hard Rock Café, Joey brings you "Acous- 
tic Nights” on July 12, 19 and 26 starting at 9 p.m, 
with Bituin Escalante and Acoustic Jive. 

Blockbuster flicks 

Joey's Movie Series, on the other hand, premieres 
five blockbuster flicks starting out with "Along Came 
A Spider" at the Cinema 6 of Glorietta IV on July 9 at 
7:30 pm. and "Dr. Doolitle 2" on July 10 at the 
Greenbelt Cinema 2 

‘Also watch out for the Joey premiere of the mon- 
ster hit Jurassic Park 3" atthe Cinema 6 of Glorietta 
ТУ, 7:30 pam. on July 23. 

Fashion show 

“Moulin Rouge,” starring Nicole Kidman and 
Ewan McGregor, then hits the big screen on July 24 at 
Glorieus IV, Cinema 6, А fashion show inspired by 
the look of the film will s 

Finally, Joey presents "Bridget Jones" Diary" at 
Cinema 6 of Glorietta IV on July 31 at 730 p.m. There 
will also be fun make-overs, advice booths and for- 
tune-ellig courtesy of Cosmopolitan Magazine, Ralph 
Lauren and Haagen-Dazs. 


“Meek” Roxas, the movie was based on the popular 
zRH radio serial by Bernard Canaberal. Here, accord- 
ing to the erities, was another movie with the Philip 
‘Salvador trademark - “action films na may puso.” 
tale of a decades-long feud between two 

families, with one family losing all Ив members. Philip. 
is Peping Guerrero, a cop who is a member of one of 
the two families. The movie also starred Eddie 
Gutierrez, Michael de Mesa, and Kevin Delgado as 
members of the kontrabida family; Robert Arevalo as 

ilip's father and Maricel Laxa as his girlfriend. 

New venture 

This movie was a new venture for Maricel Laxa 
who had never tried doing action before. "T m thankful 
{hat Philip is my first kissing partner on screen. He's 
such a gentleman who won't take advantage of a gi 
said the actress. She also enjoyed playing a cop and 
doing the “baritan, habulan and bakbakan. 

Other action newcomers 10 years ago were Rayn 
Santiago. lan Veneracion, and Zo 
youngest of the talented Santiago brood, 
being relaunched as an action star after perform: 

ig ‘and teeny-bopper roles. 

His launching v 


Juico,16: Batang Kriminal.” Based on a true story, the 
‘movie was writen and directed by Deo Fajardo, who 
‘was also the discoverer of action superstars Rudy 
Fernandez and Robin Padilla, 
Raymart proved his ability by performing tricky 
i chased by the bad 
guys with a baby in one hand and numerous fight scenes 
in the mud. He also had passionate Jove scenes oppo- 
site Pinky de Leon, Sheila Ysrael, Maureen Mauricio 
and Ana Atienza (all older than him) which he carried 
off with aplomb. "I Fike kissing ой 
Cameorole 
Edu Manzano and Daniel 
in Padilla in a cameo role. All in ай, 
present for the young star. 

з Veneracion was also jumping on the 
action bandwagon with "Zaldong Tisoy.” an was thou 
to have the upper hand in terms of looks but Raymart 's 

ter was deemed more interesting by critics. An- 
‘would-be action star was Zoren Legaspi, 

playing the lead role in "Pretty Boy Hoodlum.” 
This sudden onslaught of teen action stars in bad 
boy roles was atiributed to a desire to follow in Robin 
llz's successful footsteps, or should we say fist 


SANTI 
stunts. 


{з 
fights? Unfortunately, lucrative though it might be, 
they didn’t give the youth who watched their movies. 
much choice in terms of good role models. 

In the comedy scene, Eric Quizon turned movie 
producer after several stints in TV production with 
"Buddy en Sol, Sine Ito.” The initial offering of 
Quizon's Ksizz Ventures, the movie was based on. 
the popular RPN-9 comedy series which was, in tum, 
based om the American series "Perfect Strangers.” 

Directed by Boots Plata and Leo Martinez, 
starred Quizon and Redford White in the title roles, 
and Aiko Melendez and Maritoni Fernandez as their 
respective love interests 

Special guest appearance 

Dad Dolphy made a special guest appearance as a 
show of support and Quizon also tapped show biz 
friends Richard Gomez, Gretchen Barreto, Jackielow 
Blanco and Roderick Paulate to play special roles. 

In other entertainment news, Sharon Cuneta and 
Gabby; Concepcion reunited on-screen for the 10th 
anniversary of their love team in the romantic melo- 
drama Una Kang Naging Akin.” Produced by Viva 
Films and directed by Laurice Guillen, it was based on 
the komiks novel by Helen Мел. (To be concluded) 
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An Apple a day... 


We've put together some packages we think you'll like. Three of the hottest new Macs, bundled 
with just-as-hot stuff to make you more productive than ever. We 


less time, Stunning good looks...with speeds that will take your breath away. 


take a bite out of these Macs. 


iMac 400 


Specifications: 
lows Ромирс 0з 
маком 
ов ша HA HO 
COR OM 
ТАП RAGE 128 PRO win 
ths SORAN vs 
fax v0 modam 
ferite and USD supe 
rene and Wie 
pe 


= 


Msi 
istibuied oy У атниї 


PowerBook G4 


Tilanium 


Specifications: 
-400-MHz PowerPC G4 
-120MB RAM. 
18.2anch (diagonal) TFT display 
21008 Utra ATAIGS НО 
= Slotdoading DVD-ROM wah 
DVD payback 
- ATI RAGE Moblty 128 
758K V.90 modem 
- Ethemet and Мове» 
networking ready 


Free: Free: 
‘Acoupon worth Php 10,000.00 


rage 


1 have you doing more things in 


It'll be hard not to 


Free: 

1. Additional 64MB RAM 

2. iMovie (video editing software) 
3. lunes (music jukebox software) 
4 240 hours of surfing from Pacific 
Intemet worth Php 9,900.00 

5. Mac OSX 

6. Apple jacket 


PowerMacG4 — 
wilh 17” Apple Studio Display 


Specifications: 


ТАП RAGE 128 PRO with 16M8 of 
SORAM 

-~ 55K v.30 modem 
Freire and USB support 
"Emernot and Wreless networking 
rey 


Internal Zip dive and Apple Pro speakers. 


(Malas Ca 


324103 "Appleltac Outpost (Makan) 6127967" Apple Zone Marketing (Pas 6320342" Digital Wireless Systems, Corporation (Malas 


8195218" Electroworld (SM Cay Norin Edsa)- 8270525 Electroworld (Park Square] BT23880" LMK Commercial (agelanes) 862 5223" Ynzal Marketing 


(Quezon Cty) T2232" 


Provincial Apple Channel: DCTech Micro Services ( Davao} 212380" Digital Interface Deva) 224072 Thinking Tools, Inc. (Cebu) - 2542227" 


Inquire bout: 


[54 AppleCare 


iei a 


Comprébersive support and 
handiare coverage for your 
Apple pruduci for upio 3 years. 


Authorized Gold Service Centers: Power Mac Center (San Juan) 725-2358". 
‘American Technologies, Inc. (San Juan) 723-0601" Senco Link Technologies. 
(Makati City) 893-4103" MSI Digiland (0.08) 439-7777 
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Malou Santos produces 
films with power and heart 


Bv MARY ANN A. BAUTISTA 
(Conclusion) 


MALOU'S first production job shocked her because 
the movie had several “frontal nudity” scenes. She got 
Sick with pneumonia because she worked long hours 
‘And she had to deal with huge egos. Looking back, 
however, these struggles honed her skills as a leader. 
How docs she handle her power? 

Service 

“What power? The higher the position, the harder 
the service. No one makes a film to gain power, you do 
it because you love it. I'S а big responsibility. You 
need to work hard. As a producer, I'm a workaholic. 

"Ви it is understandable why a lot of people mis- 
understand me. 1 am not a perfectionist, but 1 always 
‘want the best from every project that we undertake, 
Our credo, excellence with commercial potential, is 
iricky to implement- 

“А lot of day-to-day judgement calls can be con- 
troversial but I never had the illusion that my job was 
easy. No project is half-baked. 1 also have a big heart. 
T want faimess in everything 1 do. Any decision is 
guided by the test of whether ат being fair or not 1 
Thus see the win-win benefits for both sides. 

"n this business, the long-term is what you keep 
your eye on. | want transparency and honesty. The 
aly way you can gain long-standing respect is if you 
Tall and walk straight,” she intones. 

Star Cinema has veered away from disaster movies 
because they would rather concentrate on the stories 
rather than themes. Nope, they're not consciously 
avoiding а "Muro-Ami" type of film, they just want 
their movies to tell compelling stories that touch hearts, 

Compelling story 

“Ifa disaster film has a very compelling story like 
"Lahar, we produce it, why not? I's the story, no 
mater where it is set. We have to consider the pos- 
sible impact ofthe fim on Filipinos. We aim to enter- 
tain and educate. We want to leave а lasting impres- 
Sion and espouse values that Filipinos are forgetting 
ifthe disaster fiim will just make the audience more 
miserable with their lives, why produce it?" 

"As Malou speaks, she knits her brow in concentra- 
tion and determination, а clear sign that she tres to 
take in everything. Мом of their blockbuster mov- 
ies—"Madrasta," "Anak" and “Tanging Yaman"— 
Were directed by women, so does she prefer stories 


about women to male- 
dominated themes? 

"Well, o0 nga, ano! 

Mas magagaling talaga 

kaming mga babae. We 

have a female-dominated 

market for our films. Who 

‘can communicate to them 

better than female direc- 

tors, right? But I also use 

male directors... Male di- 

rectors na may pusong 

babae,” she laughs before 

becoming serious. 
9 Ви it's not the theme 


; but the stories that give 

SANTOS. Always on direction to the movies. 

the lookout for good Chio Rono directed 
"Bata, Bata.. Paano Ka 

brun Ginawa? and Jerry 

Sineneng did “Soltera.” t's not ihe gender but the skills, 

expertise, gut fel and longstanding relationships- 

Good work 

“To be a woman in this business is no different 
from being а man. As in any human endeavor, uki- 
mately good work wins out. The film industry re- 
quires spiritual, not muscular, endurance. The tedious, 
Seleniless kinks you encounter along the way need the 
meticulousness ofa woman more than the broad strokes 
Га man, but these are non-critical differences. 

n the end, why do people watch movies? Is it for 
mindless entertainment? Or do they want to be nour- 
ished by a lesson? Those are all issues of the heart and 
mind, both for man and woman." she reveals. 

Malou is always on the lookout for good screen- 
plays. She describes а good script аз a work that makes 
{in emotional connection with the reader. 

"I have to have an emotional hook sa bida ng 
kinvento. First 10 sequences pa lang, alam ko na if the 

wipt is worth producing. It like reading a good book, 
You can’t put it down. 
"IL is also second nature to me to visualize the 
irection, and the actors playing the roles. The script 
should always have a heart. Creative concepts are good. 
Great visuals and realistic sequences are good. The 
audience should enjoy and love the film. I's in the 
heart of the story.” Malou shares 

‘Malou isthe perfect picture of power and author- 
ity—but with a big heart. The perfect mold for a pro- 
ducer who touches lives. 


Ishmael Bernal, way back when 


By Nestor U. TORRE 
(Conclusion) 


AFTER he made “Рардай sa Dulo,” Ishmael was 
lionized as one of the most promising movie directors. 
to emerge in the "70s, along with Lino Brocka and 
Celso Ad Castillo. 

Social excesses 

All three young comers were deemed especially 
gifted, but in differem ways. Brocka articulated the 
hopes and problems of the common man, Castillo fused 
the conflicting impulses of sex and religion, while Bernal 
satirized social excesses with a "European" sense of 
distance and cool objectivity. 

But Bemal refused to be pigeonholed and also made 
а wide range of other film types. He even did a period 
action-adventure film, "El Vibora;" staring Vie Vargas 
эв a legendary hero of the Philippine revolution 

"The film's script was written by our best buddy, 
Manny Pichel, so, on occasion, we would visit the 
‘movie's set in Laguna. Vic Vargas was in his prime and 
we would marvel at the ease with which he would 
tackle both action scenes and complex acting moments. 

Discomfiture 

Ishmael confessed that he felt out of his element 
directing an action film, but he was such a good film- 
maker and actor that the people he worked with never 
suspected his discomfiture. 

‘One indellible memory springs to mind: Ishmael 
was shooting a climactic scene in a forest which in- 
volved a group of partisans carrying the body of a 
slain revolutionary down a small river. 


ALMA Moreno 
Bulaklak.” 

All of a sudden, there was a commotion farther 
away, and shooting stopped. To the movie people's 
surprise, they saw some men bearing the body of a 
man who had died in an accident in the thicker part of 
the forest, 


in Bernal's "Ligaw na 


Painfulirony 

At first, the movie people didn't know what was 
going on. But, when they were told, they were awe- 
Struck at the painful irony of life mimicking ап, of 
reality capturing an exact mirror image of what the 
fictive movie was attempting to depict. 

‘Another batch of Ishmael memories springs from 
the time when he directed our script, "Inspiration," а 
movie that stared Vilma Santos and Jay Ilagan. 

We leamed from Ishmael as he discussed various 
ways of approaching a scene, and the inexo- 


ISHMAEL/p.C6 
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Aga Muhlach in my Moose Gear 


achieves his dream 


BY MARY ANN A. BAUTISTA 
AND RICKY T. GALLARDO 


AGA Muhlach is a picture of bliss, hap- 
piness and contentment. He feels blessed 
because he's finally living a normal life 
with his wife, beauty queen and actress 
Charlene Gonzales. 
"Everyone needs a partner. I'm glad 
thatshe finally came. I wanted someone 
who would do everything for me be- 
cause Iwill do everything for her. Hav- 
ing my own family is one of my greatest 
desires. Believe it or not, I sleep as early 
as 10 pm. now. When Charlene goes to 
bed, Г also sleep. Kaya maaga akong 
magising ngayon,” Aga beams. 
‘Aga adds that Charlene’s presence 
makes his Ayala Alabang home very dif- 
ferent. She gave ita more homey atmo- 
sphere. 
“Before, 1 would always look for 
something to do outside the house, I'd 
hang out at a friend's house or hit the 
bars. But now, I prefer to stay at home. 
Ал зауа sa bahay ngayon kasi nandoon JACKMAN. Heart, angst and fire. 
si Charlene. We can spend the whole 
day together, we don't have to do any- — itinerary. We owe it to our fans here to 
thing special, pero masaya na kami,” give them a truly unforgettable perfor- 
‘Aga waits for any movement inside mance.” Nick added, "Bad things occur 
CCharlene's womb. He's alsocraving for all over the world, not only in your conn- 
food. He suspects that he's try. We hope that music can somehow 
infaniicipating, too! serve as an equalizer for whatever nega- 
"Charlene loves to cook and I eat Чуе events have happened here." 
whatever she prepares for me. I'm al- Азійе from their signature his like 
ways craving. Naging matakaw ako “I Do (Cherish You), "Thank God I 
ngayon. Buti na lang, play golf, that's Found You" and "Invisible Man." the 
why I don't gain weight” Aga grins. group also got deafening shouts when 
98 Degrees sets Manila they performed the Latin-infected " 
Me Just One Night (Una Noche)” and 
DUE “Му Everything.” 
apered Manta aga Рарз board Hugh Jackman weaves his 
98 Degrees ignited the stage when they magic anew 
performed at the Araneta Coliseum to Не became an ovemight sensation 
the delight of theirlocal fans, whichcon- аЙег he played Wolverine in the box- 
sisted mosily of shrieking female teen- — ollice hit "X-Men" and proved that he 
ager. could be a bankable romantic lead in 
‘eff, Nick, Drew and Justin sangand — megassuccessful "Someone Like Yo 
swayed and sent many a heart throb- Now comes yet another chance to play 
bing as they proved that they could be а good role and Hugh Jackman passes 
at par with their rival groups, Backstreet Віз latest test with flying colors as he 
Boys and N'Sync. The special concert shares stellar billing with John Travolta 
was part oftheir Revelation World Tour. and Halle Berry in “Swordfish.” 
Despite the bad press the Philippines Ме saw the movie recently and 
has been getting lately, the group de-. thought Jackman effortlessly stole most. 
cided to push through with theiroriginal of the scenes from his senior colleagues 
plan to include Manila in the tour. ashe convincingly gave heart angst and 
Said founding member Jeff," Wesim- бте to his computer-hacker character. 
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Mrs. Nina Yap 
Pre-school Teacher, Mother 


“Tvealways used my Lola's Adobo recipe which is very good. 
But then, I stumbled upon a kitchen gold mine — Adobo with. - 
Lea and Perrins Worcestershire Sauce! Ang sarap! 

Justa tablespoon and you have the flavor and zest that make 
your Adobo the best tasting -- ever! And now, my family 

will never have Adobo in any other way. 


Come to think of it, it's still my Lola's recipe — with a 
delightful twist: Lea and Perrins Worcestershire Sauce. 
T'm sure she'll be so proud of me!” 


Chicken Pork Adobo a la Lea and Perrins 
Ingredients: 


1/2 kilo pork Петро, cut into large cubes 
‚ 1/2 kilo fresh chicken, cut up In pleces 

2 cloves macerated garlic 

1 teaspoon whole peppercorns 

2-3 pieces bay leaves 

3/2 сир native vinegar 

1 cup soup stock or water 

2 tsps. soy sauce. 

1 tbsp. Lea and Perrins Worcestershire Sauce 


Procedure: 


Marinate chicken and pork in а mixture of soy 
sauce, garlic, peppercorns, bay leaves, vinegar 
and Lea and Perrins Worcestershire Sauce. 

Do not stir and let stand for 10 minutes. 


Put the whole marinated mixtüre in a-saucepan 
‘over medium heat and cook without stirring. 
Let It boil first then stir, Simmer until chicken 


is done and some sauce had evaporated. — 


‘Add soup stock until pork Is tender to the touch 


p 
Take out the chicken and continue simmering. Ё 
and sauce Is beginning to thicken. | 


Put back the chicken and finish cooking over 
low heat until pork begins to shed some fat 
and the chicken becomes brown. 


Remove from fire, take out the bay leaves 
and serve hot. 


Makes 4-5 servings. 


FREE APRON! Try your Adobo with Lea and Perrins and tell us what you think. Write your comments on a Lea and Perrins Worcestershire Sauce 
wrapper and send to GETZ BROS.,.5F Ortigas Bldg., Ortigas Avenue, Pasig City. FREE special edition apron for first 500 respondents! 
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Hugh Grant admits 
he’s no Mr. Nice Guy 


“YOU think you know Hugh Grant. He's 
that sweet, shy, good in "Four Wed- 
dings . . > and “Notting Hill," Liz 
Hurley's squeeze for 14 years. Nice 
chap. Admittedly, his Divine Brown es- 
capade didn't quite fit his image, but we 
still held on to the belief that he was 
essentially that bashful charmer from his 
romantic-comedy hits 
Roguish edge 

Until now. Playing “Bridget Jones's 
Diary s" seductive cad Daniel Cleaver 
the publishing boss who wines, dines 
and two-times our Bridget—he brings a 
roguish edge to his familiar big-screen 
comic persona. Shockingly, say his pals, 
this isthe real Hugh Grant! That's hard 
to believe as he settles down for a chat 
in LA's Four Season Hotel, sporting the 
new, spiky haircut he got for his next 
film. He is, as ever, the essence of seif- 
deprecating wit: could a man this charm- 
ing this friendly, really be that naughty? 
Q&A: 

Ате you used to the new haircut? 

Tm getting there. 1 can't decide if it 
what intended which is hip, oF whether 
its not what intended, which is female 
tennis player. It's for this Nick Homby 
film, "About A Boy.” I startin about three 
weeks and I'm quite panicked about it 

Can you empathize with Bridget’s 
body-image obsession? 

Definitely. 1 became quite girlie about 
a year and a half ago. I was taken to a 
health farm in Thailand and 1 couldn't 
have hated it more, They did that hi 
miliating thing of measuring me for at 
with calipers and came back saying 1 
was moderately obese; | became quite 
interested in weight after that 

‘Trainer 

Tborrowed [producer] Eric Fellner's 
trainer. She takes me (o the park and 
throws sticks for me. Then we go back 
home and she sort of wrestles me on the 
oor for an hour. 

You were never overw 
though, were you? 


GRANT. Forgot to celebrate his 
40th birthday with a big bash. 


Well. 1 was getting a litle middle- 
aged. There was a horrible moment about 
a year and a half ago. Г finished shav- 
ing and 1 looked up into the mirror. I 
realized | was getting old! 

Did you have a big party for your 
аот birthday? 

1 forgot to organize it until it was too 
ate. So i ended up going out with about 
five or six other angry 40-year-olds and 
мези in a pub rather gloomily and then 

Can you relate to girls like Bridget? 

Definitely, yes. 1 know lots of 
Notting Hill girls who are son of 
drowned in Chadonnay and security and 
Tm very fond of them. It's all part of 
туше 

‘What's the biggest misconception 
about you? 

Exasperated 

Tha I'm this nice guy f 
Weddings And A Funeral” and "Notting 
Hill." I's always exasperated me and 
very much amused Richard 


Aga Muhlach ... «c 


‘The good thing about Jackman is that 
his intensity is subtle yet sweeping, and 
his presence is captivating whether he 
delivers a long line or simply looks at 
you. The moment his character comes 


‘out, you Forget that he's the Jackman 
you've been fantasizing about or the 
hhunk you wished you could be like. 

If "Pearl Harbor's" Ben Affleck and 
‘company literally bombed Judy Ann and 


all the people who know me. 

Is true love really attainable? 

1 think so. 105 a rare bird but I've 
seen it. Certainly, sustained love at that 
level is the harder thing, but I have seen. 
it 

Is it hard to date “civilians,” as 
your ex-gir! friend would put it? 

quite like it, actually. 1 never think 
of Elizabeth as bei w business 
because I knew her for 
that. I'm not crazy about going out wit 
actresses—the 
тойс. 

What's the point of “Bridget 
Jones's Dairy?" 

1 think the point is probably some- 
thing close to Mark Darcy's line to 
Bridget: "I like you just the way you 
are.” Or was that Lionel Richie? That, if 
your life's a bit crappy or your love life 
is a catalogue of embarrassments anc 
failures, it's sort of all right so lon 
you're yourself, having a nice time and 
having a lau 

But your fashi 
nitely improved since then. Do design- 
‘ers approach you to wear their clothes: 

ne noi to wear their 


Did you used to get Liz to approve 
your outfit before going out? 
hink most boys tend to 


vice. I have 
Jast few years. I realized 
dowdy. 
Five suits 

One of the clever things 1 did on 
Bridget J ms to persuade the 
costume designer, Richard James 
make me five suits which I then nicked 
from the film. The res that the 
had no money at all for the other charac- 
ters. That's why Colin Firth is in a rather 
cheap list 

Does your family like the fact that 
you're famous? 

‘Well, I'm still Hughie to them. 


if people blame Hugh Jackm: 
and Regine can't seem to keep 
their promise anymore! 


JE. Ths space was povided by Philippine Day Inquirer, а Corporate Partner о АМЕР оК. 


By LEIA TORRE 


HEARING songs of boy bands elicit 
а variety of reactions from different 
people, ranging from ecstatic bliss to 
unspeakable agony. Two factions 
have evolved from these reactions. 

One faction revels in adoring 
these bands with screaming. faint- 
ing fits and accompanying under- 
swear-waving, while the other calls 
the members of these bands every 
epithet they can think of, qu 
ing their sexuality and avoiding their 
every song and music video. 

Here are some people who are 
not exactly lining up to buy tickets 
Tor the next concert of Boy Band X 
їп Timbuktu, and what they have 10 
say about these bands: 

“Т don't really like boy bands 
because quite alot of their members 
do not exa w how to sing. 
What they know is how to project 
themselves in front of a camera or 

dience. T think that what they 
relying upon to retain their popu- 
larity is their looks, not their musi- 
cality. The subject matter of their 
songs does not vary, and their tunes 
п to follow the same pattern 

"They also do not apply any dy- 
mamicsto their singing. so their songs 
are boring to listen to. It's like they 
don't have their own identity; that 
the reason they are popular is be- 


Why some people don't like 


boy bands 


cause they package themselves as the 

epitome of teenage girls’ dream guys.— 

Maria Florin, 33 m 
‘Macho-chistic’ 

“What I've noticed about boy bands 
is that they have "macho-chistic" ten- 
dencies— like to think about them as 
ROTC officers in the context of the 
music industry. They like personifying 
their ‘macho-chistic' ideas. 

“They also love to preen and then 
offer themselves up for the adoration of 
their admirers, adding Narcissism to their 
many faults, Their songs are very pre- 
dictable: about losing girlfriends, falling 
for unavailable giris. having girls fall for 
them, etc. These songs are not very origi- 
mal in the ideas they express—it's like 
they use different sets of words to talk 
about the same thing. 

“Likewise, their music videos are all 
about the members ying to look cue while 


vty involved in 
the making of these videos, which are 
тому comprised of the members ofthe 
up extending their hands towards the 
camera while tying to app 
romantic." Uriel Erasquin, 22 
Unappeali 
ve always thought tha their songs 
are the type you hear those middle-aged 
beer-drinking men sing in videoke esta 
Tshments, The members rely on what- 
ever looks they have in order to hold an 


audience. They do not know how to 
sing. 

"Also, their musie videos are un- 
appealing. They completely robbed 
me of my penchant for watching mu- 
Sic videos, because there was n time 
‘when they were the ones T would see 
on screen each time T switched to the 
musie video channel 

"But what 1 dislike most about 
these bands is that they use the me- 
dia to propagate sensational gossip 
about themselves in order to remain 
popular. "Anne Valencia, 17 

Too many bands 

“There are 100 many boy bands 
around. This would have been okay 
if they each had their own spe- 
cially—something to differentiate 
them from each other. 

“Unfortunately, they tendo sing 
the same type of songs in the same 
way. making it very hard forthe poor 
listener distinguish which band is 
singing which song. Their music vide 
соз do not appeal to me as they re- 
Sembleeach ober and watching varia- 
tions ofthe same thing over and over 
tends to turn me off very quickly. 

“The contentso ier songsave very 
similar to each other, and the melodies 
and beats sound alike afler a while. Т 
find them vastly overated, and it has 
not escaped my notice that most oftheir 
admirer: are teenage girls. Jolim 
Dizon, 23 (To be concluded) 


Ishmael Bernal... «c 


rable way that а story must progress 
and building up to 
conclusion 
Truth and vitality 
We saw how creatively be motivated 
his young stars, encouraging them to go 
their standard performances, so 
als flared with trath 
and vitality. 
fiend, Ishmael was ety rez 
слані. dazzling us with а furry 
of wity remarks and sharp put-downs 
worker, he was stiil wit, ut his 
‘motive was no longer to entertain, but to 
use his sharp mind—and tongue to cut 
extraneous elements, to reveal 
the lean, mean motion picture that was at 
script he was 
disectng(oreviscerting. 


Never subjective 
But we didn't mind his dissection 
one bit and in fact even thanked him for 
il because he was never subjective, never 
criticism, What а 

compleat fi ional he was. 


filmchallenges like “Nunal sa Tubig” and 
"Manila By Night (City After Dark). 
and his deft combination of creativity 
and objectivity would serve him well 
even in those daunting productions 
‘We supported his efforts, praising 
his movies even when others found them 
too elegant or recondite to engage the 
Belated connection 
In time, however 
nary” viewer foune 


tion with Bernal's movies, some of 
which became hits, thus prompting 
mainstream and even "commercial" pro- 
ducers to secure his services, 

“The interesting thing was, Bernal was 
sible to work with them while holding on 
to his stringent vision of what his films 
should be about 

The movie that best exemplifies his 
combination of depth and accessibility 
is "Ligaw na Bulaklak." The film be- 
come a hit due to Alma Moreno's sexy 
scenes in it, but it also featured the won- 
derfully deep and complex performance 
of Vie Silayan as her sad, mad deflow- 

Only Ishmael Bemal could have com 
bined both art and commerce in such a 
valid, vivid and integral way. When 
comes such another? We have along wait 
ahead of us, we fear. 


Ig. Help WWF preserve our national fisheries. And the families who depend on them. Call 433 3222 for information and to make a donation. 
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Saturday SPECIAL аа С | 
Carmi Martin enjoys acting in soap operas 


By VERON DIONISIO 


gender misconceptions and monolithic 
Isn't Carmi apprehensive of the 
power of her portrayals and their im- 
pact to viewers, children, in particu- 
Jar? “Honestly, I consider this as а 
job," replies Carmi. “I know that 
there would always be a risk in play- 
ing villain roles on TV. Certainly, 
iveelfects on chil- 
We could only hope that in 
showing the bad side of a character, 
we can also highlight the good side of 
the others.” 
Carmi's current anti-heroine role, 


ing a certain character on a сепа 
show.” 

“Ikaw Lang..." is Carmi's third 
soap. Her first was "Ikaw Lang,” on 
GMA a few years ago, followed by 
“Labs Ko Si Babes" on ABS-CBN aired 
last year. 

Pervasive influence 

‘The pervasive influence of soap op- 
eras on the socio-cultural aspects of ev- 
'eryday life has been cause for much co 
cem and debate among educators, social 
scientists and parents as well. The 
genre's tendency to depict stereotypes 
of men, women and children could en- 


Basketball is entertainment 


Bv JOCELYN VALLE 


focuses on making the life of the main 
lend (played by Angelica dela Cru: 
miserable. She plots every possible 
mishap and misfortune in Angelica's 
life. She uses her money and influence 
in exacting loyalty from people she can 
manipulate to destroy Angelica's fu- 

Away from the cameras, Carmi is 
involved with an NGO named Band of 
Mercy, a foundation that eases the prob- 
ems of street children and aims to ad- 
vance women issues. Carmi lends her 
celebrity status to the areas of informa- 
Чоп, education and advocacy. 


“This way, 1 fulfill my civic duties 

and social responsibilities, which is dif- 

ficult to do in my line of work,” 
Proponents. 

Carmi is extra-busy these days, She 
has to juggle her time for tapings, school, 
and meeting with proponents of the 
NGO. She's taking a certificate course 
in interior design at the Philippine 
School of Interior Design in Makati. 

Being an ABS-CBN talent before, 
Carmi's transfer to GMA was unex- 
pected. However, she clarifies that there 
‘was never any disagreement between her 


and ABS-CBN. “It was mutually ben- 
ficial to us," she stresses. 

Because the network had no assign- 
ments for her in recent months, she 
asked the management's permission to 
Чо "Ikaw Lang..." for GMA, and it was 

ly given. 

Carmi has found peace of mind. She's 
more relaxed, comfortable, happier, and 
very much at ease with herself and the 
people around her, However, she has 
оле wish left: she hopes to be the next 
"Nanny" or "Lucy" in a sitcom. "I do 
miss doing comedy," she says, her eyes 
twinkling. 


“SOAP opera is the "in" thing today,” 
declares Carmi Martin, smiling. "Well, 
aside of course, from texting,” The 
former other half of the variety show 
duo of "Dick and Carmi” is seemingly 
having a great time playing a scheming 
villain in her newest soap on GMA, 
“Ikaw Lang Ang Mamahalin.” 

She continues: "I really like working 
in a soap, [t seems that everybody is 
into it. Almost every household follows 
а soap opera. It seems their lives 
wouldn't be complete without follow- 


Julia Roberts, Sean Penn 
and Ang Lee top Time’s list 
of best entertainers 


NEW YORK—What do a toothy 
Julia Roberts, a sullen Sean Penn and 
a soulful Lucinda Williams all have 
in common? They rank as the people 
who represent, according to Time 
Magazine, the “highest quality" en- 


popular. 

Tuason cites muli-awarded Romel 
Adducul, who plays forward-center 
for the LBC Batangas Blades, as Mr. 
MBA. Movie fans know him as well 
as the guy sexy star Assunta de Rossi 
used io date. 

American Alex Compton, LBC 
Mangas Blades" off guard, used io 
host Channel 2's "Sports Unlim- 

and now appears in print ads 
Some players, like Socsargen | terüiners. 

Marlin's Paul Alvarez, have come In’ the issue of the U: 
from either the PBA or the amateur newsweekly out Monday, Julii 
к Roberts has been rated the best 
movie star; Sean Penn dubbed the 
best actor: and Lucinda Williams 
deemed the best songwriter. 
Surprise hit 


‘And we're taking it a step fur- 
ther,” he continues. "When you watch 
the games, ayaw namin na parang 
nanonood ka ng sine na very pas- 
sive. Dito, kasama ka sa game. Kapag 
may takbuhan, parang gusto mo ring 
tumakbo. Kapag nagtaialunan, gusto 
mo ring tumalon. That for us is en- 
tertainment.” 

To make the games more accept- 
able and appealing to both fans and — ite 
non-fans of basketball, Tuason pat- 
terns his marketing strategy to the 
selling of a consumer brand, "We're 
treating MBA as a product,” he ex- 
plains. 

‘Thus, new rules have been imple- 
mented since MBA's inception in 
1997: the championship season, the 
23-second shot clock, the free three, 
the possession arrow, the graduated 
penalty situation, the no-charge zone 
and the latest, the Blitz 3. All these. 
aim for faster and more motivating 
‘games. 

Although the MBA is not wholly 
regional anymore (since it needs com- 
panies to support the clubs, particu- 
larly the players’ salaries), it contin- 
ues to bring the games to the prov- 


WHEN Canadian-American physical 
education teacher James Naismith in- 
troduced basketball in early Dece 
ber 1891 atthe School for Christian 
Workers (now Springfield College) in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, he prob- 
ably didn’t think it would become one 
of the most popular and profitable 
sports of all ime, 
New game 

Naismith was instructed by the PE 
department's chair, Luther Gulick, to, 
as the Encarta Encyclopedia reports, 
invent a new game to entertain the 
school's athletes during the winter 
school.” 

Basketball has never been as en- 
tertaining to both players and fans as 
it is today. And thanks to the won- 
ders of television, the games have 
come more exciting and comprehen- 
sible 

Missed a three pointer that just 
concluded a tight contest? Wait a sec 
and the playback will show you what 
happened. The slow-mo, with the 
commentator s analysis, wil later 
plain to the viewer how the play tran- 
spired, step-by-step. 

Since moving from a UHF channel 
(Studio 23) to free TV (Channel 4), 
the country's semi-professional 
league, the Metropolitan Basketball 
Association (MBA) has been attract- 
ing more viewers, especially the ones 
from the provinces. 

‘Competition 
But the affilitte of ABS-CBN re- 


New faces 
There ure lots of new faces to 
watch out for, especially fr the fe- 
male populace, which, Tuason re- 
veals, comprises more than 50 per- ee Laa, ome 
cent of the audience. Forexamnple the | "Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon,” 
Hawai-born Kalani Ferreria. who's | was a surprise hi in 2000 and took 
Wand single. The шогыш | home a hast of awards including the 
of Andok's San Juan Knighiscameto | Academy Award for best foreign 
the country in 1999, inspired by the | lm, was voted best director, 
MBA games that are aired abroad on The list also includes Gucci's 
"The Filipino Channel Топ Fond (bes fashion designe) 
Meanwhile Bong Salvador Jr. be- | Philip Roth (best novelist, and 
longs to е Salvador show-biz clan | Martin Puryent (bes aris) in the 
but he'd rather make his mark as a | füntofatie par series that hopes 
llplayer, asserting his power in (o "create the definitive list of people 
sus forward perite for the | who stand for the best in America 
ee "gai a эше теп released by 
The players we've talked to agree c 
that basketball s, Indeed, enterin- Excellence 
ment Romel hopes that the MBA gets -sabouteeelenee:how wede- 
more support from the press. To | fine it today, how a person achieves 
achieve this, he admits to making him- | й. and how it 
Self more media-riendly. "At the | Time's deputy maraging editor Steve 
Same time nakauiong ito sa pag-de- | Soepp sid of the seis, 


ADDUCUL. Multi-awarded 
player. Intensity 

“Ibang-iba ang crowd don," ob- 
serves Tuason. "They are more ас 
tive because they feel that the team 
belongs to them and they belong to 
the team. Ang intensity ar passion 
nila, malakas.” 

‘The MBA may have yet to pro- 
duce superstar cagers like the National 


The tactic: Maximize the games" en- 
tertainment value, Is this the ABS- 
CBNization of basketball? 

MBA's Business Development 
manager, Ramon Tuason, would 
rather point out that basketball is en- 

nent. "As you see on TV," he 


ROBERTS. Best movie star. 


band Sleater-Kinney (best rock band) 
and Pulitzer Prize winner August 
Wilson (best playwright), whose 
"King Hedley II" is currently in pro- 


mains determined to give the 
frontrunner, Philippine Basketball 
Association (PBA), stiff competition. 


Bob Dylan at 60 


By Dax A. COBARRUBIAS 


(Conclusion) 


DYLAN again tried to break away from this new im- 

‘age. During his London tour, he met with the Beatles 

"Though he was considered the Anti-Beatle, he admired 

the Fab Four. Breaking the ice by rolling and giving 

ach member of the band a joint, they would highly 

influence each other and further change music history. 
Serious lyrics 

"The Beatles would tum to serious lyrics and talk 
about loneliness and morality (“Eleanor Rigby,” "In 
my Life") on their succeeding albums. They would 
even stop performing live. 

"When creating the cover art to their hugely suc- 
cessful and influential "Sgt. Pepper" album, they de- 
cided to put their heroes on its cover. All four mem- 
bers unanimously agreed that Bob Dylan be there 

Upon his return from London, Dylan released an 
album that would shock the music world, Putting his 
acoustic guitar aside, he played electric, Now headlin- 
ing the 1965 Newport festival, where he was discov- 
ered two years ago, he walked to the stage plugged in, 
accompanied by the group The Band. He played his 
songs electrified for the first time. Dylan was booed 
for his entire set. "He sold out to rock and roll” the 
headlines sa 

"How does it feelLiving without 
plete unknown/Lite a Rolling Stone 
ing Stone" —1965 

New genre 

Dylan's actions inadvertent created a new genre. 
of music: folk rock, While the purists would forgive 
him years later, he would win the hearts of millions, 

His 1965 No. hit "Like « Rolling Stone" broke 
barriers, It was the longest song (clocking in at 6 1/2 
minutes) to reach the Тор 10—only "Hey Jude” by 
the Beatles would top this feat, 

From folk singer, to Rock Str, to pop musician, 
Whatever Dylan would do to challenge his audience, 
the public would shift their tastes for him. In 1966, he 
would release the first double album "Blonde on 
Blonde," which would be his fist record to top the 
album chars. But he didn't stop there, after a moto 
cycle accident the same year: he went into seclusion 
and recorded songs with Robbie Robertson and the 
Band in his house. Called he "Basement Tapes," Dylan 
would not publicly release this album, instead he cre- 
ated anew form of musical distribution bootlegging. 
A precursor to Napster and the pirate CD's of today, 
the Basement Tapes were released only to fans, who 
would then make multiple copies or the songs. Dylan 
was giving his music for fee! Aside from the Base- 
ment Tapes, he would also bootleg his concerts 

"Ten years after it was recorded, Dylan would a 
thorize the sale of the Basement Tapes to Columbia. 
and in 1998, he finally authorized his label o legally 
produce "Bob Dylan Live 1966 Royal Albert Hal,” 
dubbed by critics as the "best Bob Dylan concert ever 
recorded not available for sale.” 

Dylan fans who followed the bootlegging practice 
and became successful musical artists themselves 
clude The Grateful Dead, Phish, Liz Phair and Dave 
Matthews. 


Лоте/А com- 
“Like а Roll- 


World tour 

Dylan is winning more fans from the younger gen- 
eration. He won the Academy Award for Best Song, 
for “Things Have Changed," from the movie "Wonder 
Boys" and started on a sold-out world tour this year. 

‘What makes Dylan still popular and influential 
the fact that his songs are timeless, They are as rel- 
evant today as they were 40 years ago, Unlike most of 
the songs in the "60s, his psalms do not sound dated. 

Dylan has inspired artist from all genres: Johnny 


а pag-pan ng camera, iba ang 
ion ng audience. It's not just 
a basketball game, It's a show, 


DYLAN. Timeless songs. 


Cash, REM, Green Day, U2, Wyclef Jean and the. 
young band Coldplay are only some of the many suc- 
‘cessful artists influenced not just by his music, but for. 
what he stood for. 

Music fans unfamiliar with Dylan might be ini- 
tially turned off by his simple playing and off-key 
singing. I myself needed some time to get used to his 
music because it is really an acquired taste. But if you 
are truly interested in knowing Dylan, you can start 
by checking out his songs made popular by other art- 
ists. The best covers are: 

1. Jimi Hendrix: “АЙ Along the Wat 

2. The Byrds: "Mr. Tambourine Man" 

3. Guns n' Roses: “Knocking on Heaven's Door 

4. Peter, Paul and Mary: "Blowi 

If you like any of these songs, 
experience "Dylanism, " the next step is to purchase 
the 2000 release; "The Essential Bob Dylan.” Itis a two 
disc-set that contains almost ali his most notable singles. 

42 albums 

Once you get hooked and endlessly repeat it on 
your CD player, you can start collecting his catalog, 
Which is a staggering 42 albums! If you can afford it 
purchase all of it (which would roughly amount to at 
least P21,000.00); otherwise, here are some sugges- 
tions to start your Bob Dylan collection, 

“The Times They are A-Changin™ (1963): Con- 
tains the most moving protest songs ever written. One. 

"imagine that these songs were made almost 40 
years ago. Given the shaky state of our republic these 
days, this disc is timely. 

"Another Side of Bob Dylan” (1964): Reveals his 
romantic and humorous side—his best disc to listen to 
if you are in a less-serious mood. 

Bring it All Home" (1965): Dylan goes electric. 
and creates folk rock. 

"Blonde on Blonde” (1966): The first double al- 
bum and one of his most controversial works, Con- 
tains the misunderstood songs "Rainy Duy Women 
#12 & 35" (thought to be encouraging drug use) and 
“Just like a Woman" (thought to be misogynistic), 

"Blood on Tracks" (1975): The most personal and 
painful album he has written. ft documents the break 
ир with his wife—the mother of the Wallflowers’ Jakob 
Dylan, 

Synopsis: Dylan's influence in music in 30 sec- 
‘onds or less. 

1. Introduces the world to the protest song. 

2. Made folk music a popular genre of music, 

3. Made people listen to songs because of the lyr- 
ies not the melody. 

4. Created folk rock. 

5, Introduced bootlegging and giving out free music 
for fans, 

6. Influenced the Beatles to write serious music. 

7. Released the first double album, 

В, Released the longest single to reach the top 10! 


Basketball Association's Michael Jor- 
dan and the PBA’s Alvin Patrimonio, 
but most of its players have become 


duction on Broadway, are also on 


velop ng confidence ko,” he grins. Philadelphia-bred rappers The 
je N J the list АЕР 


Bet Naismith never thought that | Roots (best rappers) all-girl punk 
asketball could do this! 
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WARWICK. Received her award from her 
cousin, Whitney Houston. 


By NEKESA MUMBI MOODY 


EW YORK—TheSongwriters’ 
Hall of Fame recognizes that 
songwriters need singers. 

So Dionne Warwick is going into the hall even 
though she didn’t write a word of her biggest 
hits, including “Do You Know the Way to San 
Jose?” and “Walk On By.” 

Ability 

Warwick was honored, along with singer- 
songwriter Eric Clapton, Billy Joel, Willie Nelson, 
Dolly Parton and others, for her ability to tum 
other people's tunes into classics. 

"She's sort of had a whole idea about singing 
that's very original and no one’s ever tried to 
сору it because I guess it's so unusual, and per- 
fect for those songs,” said Elvis Costello, who 
sang Warwick's hit “Don’t Make Me Over” at 
the 32nd annual ceremony in New York. 

‘The inductees included Clapton, Parton and 
Nelson; songwriter Diane Warren, who's written 
a string of No. 1 tunes, and actor and Oscar-win- 
ning composer Paul Williams, who co-wrote 
songs such as “Evergreen” with Barbra Streisand 
and penned the Carpenters hit "We've Only Just 
Begun.” 


Amazing 

“It's amazing, it’s such an honor. It feels amaz- 
ing for your peers to induct you, and vote you 
in,” said Warren, a Grammy winner and Oscar 
nominee who wrote Faith Hill's latest hit, “There 
You'll Be.” 

i Besides receiving the hall of fame hono 
Nelson sang one of Williams's other tunes, “Rai 
‘bow Connection" —which is also the title track 
‘of Nelson's new album. Before the ceremony, 
Nelson said even though singing made him fa- 
‘mous, songwriting is the greater of his talents 

"T'd have to say I was a better songwriter than. 
a singer,” he said. “There are some great singers 
ош there that we know about.” 

* Joel, already an inductee, was awarded the 
Johnny Mercer Award, given to an inductee who 
фаз a vast catalog of songs. 

“This is a special award for me because it means 
‘that my music goes beyond me. It goes to his 
generation,” he said as he stood next to crooner 
Marc Anthony, who sang Joel's song "An Inno- 
cent Man” at the ceremony. “That means a lot to 
me that his generation is interested in singing my 
music.” 

Receiving a lifetime achievement award were 
singer Gloria Estefan and her producer husband, 
Emilio Estefan. 

“As a songwriter, this award means a Jot to 
sme, because a lot of people don't even know we 
write the songs,” Estefan said. 

Emotional 

An emotional Warwick received the Hitmakers 
award, given specially to singers, from a relative— 
Whitney Houston, 

i Houston, who is Warwick's cousin, said 
when Dionne sings a song, she owns it. She isa 
‘songwriter’s dream." 

"T am proud to be her fellow artist, but even 
rouler to be her kin,” Houston said. 

‘The ceremony reunited Warwick with com- 
‘poser Hal Davis, the hall's chair. Davis, along 
with Burt Bacharach, wrote many of Warwick's 
‘most popular tunes 

"We all kind of started together, and it just 
blossomed into what it is today, a very mature 
and very strong friendship,” Warwick said be- 
fore the ceremony. "That was the joy of working 
with both of those men." 

Clapton, who has been on tour recently, was 
not on hand to receive his award. AP 
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By EDMUND L. SICAM 


‘ONE of the photographs we got in our press kit for 
“Pangako, Ikaw Lamang,” the Aga Muhlach-Regine 
Velasquez starrer, is a close-up of Aga framed by flow- 
ers. I's seldom that we see male stars posing with 
flowers so we asked Aga during the presscon, "Aren't 
you worried people will get the wrong idea?” The ac- 
tor just laughed, secure about his sexuality, and com- 
‘mented that he had already had a pictorial once with 
flowers in the background. 

гё over motif was Actually inspired by the charac- 
teF Regine plays in the movie. She plays the owner of a 
flower shop in the love story which will test whether the 
“kilig” factor is still very ströng in the Aga-Regine team- 

up, despite the actor's new status as a married man. 

TP Ye asked Regine, "When you first teamed up with 
Again ‘Dahil May Isang Ikay,” you were both single. 
Now that Aga is married, hindi ka ba naiinggit?” 

Regine said she would like very much to get mar- 
ried someday but she hasn't found the right man. 
“Ayoko yung nape-pressure ako. 1 don't want to settle 
for just anybody. My time will come.” 

"The press would not let go of the subject matter and 
asked the singer if someone was courting her. Regine's 


answer was in the negative but she wondered aloud if it's 
considered courting if someone visis her at home and says 
‘nothing. She stressed that her suitors should tell her exactly 
how they feel towards her, She's not the type to “make 
pakiramdam” and guess whether someone likes her or 
not. 

Text messages 

Someone asked if she receives text messages from 
guys. Regine replied that she didn’t own a cell phone 
Hindi ko alam na 2001 na.") She bas this thing about 
modem gadgets and is afraid she wouldn't know how 
to handle cellphones. 

‘A writer commented that maybe guys are intimidated 
by her celebrity and strong personality, Regine admitted 
that this may be the case but she doesn't want to change. 
She did say that the special man in his life "must respect 
me as a human being and accept me for what Lam.” Later, 
she added that he should be "someone like my father,” 
someone older than she is, who will take care of her. 

How did her dad, Mang Gerry, court her mom? 
Regine said he sang to her. “Kaya nga ang first boy- 
friend ko singer,” she said mischievously. 

Isn't she worried that she will become an old maid? 
‘She brushed that aside, saying, that women are more 
career-oriented now, they have more choices in Ме, so 
they're getting married at a much older age. She is 


‘Mindanao’ goes into 
its final shooting phase 


By Nestor U. TORRE 


GOOD news: Marilou Dizz-Absya's film 
on the Mindanao conflict has completed 
shooting 75 percent of its scenes on йз 
main set in the hills of Tanay, Rizal. 
Upbeat 
Те а ime we visited the movie's оса. 
боп it was rining bu e cast and crew were 
feeling upcat фол the shots they were geting 
More than ever, they sensed that 
they were making an important movie 
since “Mindanao” (working title) is the 
first film that deals directly and in depth 
withthe Tong-festering conflict in the 
Philippines! second largest island. 
"That day, the shooting was itself 
being shot (on still camera) by а Japa- 
nese news team, because Marilou had 
just won the prestigious Fukuoka Peace 
and Culture Prize, which wil officially 
be conferred on her this September. 
‘Andy Bais, Jeanne Lim and Ray 
Manalo were impressed with the com- 
bination of confidence and humility with 
Which Marilou directed the production. 


ayear researching the 
Mindanzo, and humility because she did 


not claim sole artistic "ownership" of the 
production, and in fact gave much of the 
credit for its truth and integrity to the many 
war refugees she had interviewed in the 
war-tom areas of Mindanao. 

‘The film is a co-production of Star Cin- 
ema and the Mindanao-based Bahag-Hari 
Productions, financed by Margie Moran 
Floirendo and other peace advocates. 

We asked the director when the film 
‘would be shown to the public, and she 
figured that it would be submitted as a 
possible official entry to this year's 
Metro Manila Film Festival 


If this happens, this would be the third 
film by Marilou tobe screened at the Metro 
filmfest, after "lose Rizal” and 
Ami"—and it should be greeted with the 
‘same enthusiastic reception that was enjoyed 
by the first two films, which not only won 
awards but set records at the bax office. 

‘An interesting sidelight on the movie's 
зе the day we visited it was provided by 
Angela, lead actor Cesar Montano's 
‘daughter, who was cast as a female Mus- 
lim warrior in the production. 

‘We learned thatthe comely gi liked act- 
ingin school but had stayed clear of appear- 


Awards 


“Muro- 
Australia, 


how peace can finally 
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ingín sunt his production. Andy noted 
that she looked abit ike Ina Raymundo, and 
exuded a striking siar quality, to boot. 
Intense scene 

One of the sequences being shot that 
day involved ace actor Ronnie Lazaro, 
‘who played a respected Muslim leader 
who was about to meet his death. It was 
a very intense scene that Ronnie played 
with а striking combination of passion 
and calmness, and it should be one of 
the dramatic highlights of the film. 

‘After completing the scenes on i 
main set in Tanay, the production will 
move to other locations. И is expected 
that shooting will be wrapped up this 
month, after which the film will go into 
its post-production phase, partly in 


‘Thus far, work on the film is pro- 
ceeding well, and hopes are high that it 
will emerge as one of the most outstand- 
ing and significant movies of the year. lts 
makers trust that it will open viewers" 
eyes to the real causes of the conflict in 
Mindanao, the harrowing plight of the 
lens of thousands of refugees there, and 


country's land of pain and promise. 
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confident that someday, someone will enter her life 
and he will be the right man for her. 
No headaches 


Z> Gongecktotbe Ag Regine movie Regine sid she got 


AGA AND REGINE. Playing up the kilig factor. 


even closer to Aga when they made the movie "He didn't 
give me sakit ng ulo like in the first movie where he was 
always late. Nandoon parin ang chemistry naming dalawa." 
‘She recalls that they had los of kissing scenes then. Half 
‘ofthe movie, we were kissing. Walang inhibition") In their 
curent movie, the kisses are fewer and more tender. 

After their first movie, Viva wanted a follow-up 
project right away but their schedules wouldn't gibe. 
Finally, Viva was able to get them together and come up 
with a new project directed again by Joyce Bernal, which 
deals with two persons who are reluctant to get involved 
with each other because one has a fiancee while the other 
is unsure of the other person's feelings. 

The movie uses Regine's songs to convey the mood 
at certain points of the story. She has a duet with Rob- 
ert Arevalo, "Someone to Watch Over Me,” a tender 
song that proves Regine can also handle simple songs, 
and that she doesn’t have to bet all the time. 

Much of the movie plays up the kilig factor be- 
tween Regine and Aga, something that Viva feels is still 
there even if Aga is already married and expecting twins. 
Hopefully, movie fans will fel the same way. 


Jericho Rosales is more than 
just the typical boy next dior 
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By MARY ANN A. BAUTISTA 


JERICHO Rosales looks like the typi- 

cal boy-next-door starlet, but he can act. 

Не reaps praises and awards for his ex- 

cellent performances on television. 
Few regrets 

Buthe can easily shed tears and draw 
pain from his past experiences. But he 
Баз few regrets. He doesn't mind not 
having a college degree because acting 
Каз made him eam enough to buy a house. 
for his family in Antipolo, But some- 
day, he would love to go back to school. 

T want to get into directing I've al- 
ready inquired at UP Diliman because 
they offera film course. The problem is, 
‘with my current schedule, I can't go to 
school yet.” Jericho sighs. 

The teleserye, “Pangako Sa "Yo" 
drains him emotionally because he has 
to shift from happiness to jealousy, to. 
worry to anger and grief depending on 
the scene they're taping. But he singles 
‘out bis underwater scene in "Tanging 
Yaman” as his most traumatic to date. 

“During the shoot, they tumed off all 
the lights. was underwater and it was very 


Рх 


lm а mama's bo 


about his hectic schedule? 


dark. I'm hydrophobic so 
it was really hard. The 
only thing | had with me 
was the compressor. Of 
course, I had to remove 
Че compressor to get rid 
ofthe bubbles. 

“I was freaking ош. 
Afer we shot that scene, | 
hhadto struggle to get out of 
the pool because they put 
weights in my legs. went 
то а comer and iyak ako 
nang iyak pagkatopos; be 
shares 


Rehearsals 


Sole breadwinner 
Jericho didn't have an 
‘easy childhood. He went 
to five elementary 
schools because they 
transferred а lot. His 
mom was the sole bread- 
winner in the family. 


AM/FM 


gusto ko," he says. 


7 Jericho grins. 
у mom used to give me baths even 
when I was already in elementary. | was 
such a baby. I love my Mom so тис} 
He's currently shooting "Trip" un- 
der director Gilbert Perez and 
“Mindanao” with director Marilou Diaz- 
Abaya. Doesn't his family complain 


“No they treat what [do as work. Show 
"business paved the way for us to be to- 
gether again and live in one house. We were 
Separated from each other before because. 
we had to live with relatives." 


Не devotes Wednesdays and Sundays 
for rehearsals with Piolo Pascual, Bernard 
Palanca, Diether Ocampo and Carlos 
‘Agassi, Collectively known as "the hunks” 
оп фе Sunday variety show, "ASAP." they 
are gearing up for their first major concert 
on July 11 at Music Museum. Jericho cites 
their Village People medley as one of their 
memorable performances on "ASAP." 

Jericho doesn't have a strong singing 
voice but he apparently loves music. What 
sort of music does he enjoy listening to? 

“1 like Kid Rock, Nirvana, Red Hot 
Chili Peppers, The Corrs and the Beach 
Boys. 1 am also partial to "80s music. 1 
love Louis Armstrong and Depeche 
Mode. From classics to rock `n" roll ang 


JERICHO, right, with "Hunk" members (clockwise) Diether Ocampo, 
Piolo Pascual and Carlos Agassi. 


He claims to be a typical 21-year old. 
When he isn't taping or shooting, he hits 
the malls to watch a movie or shop for 
clothes. “Sometimes, I surf in La Union, 
‘That's my therapy because I'm hydro- 
phobic. I go to the gym at least once a 
week. usually hang-out in billiard bars. I 
go to raves and parties, but only dance 
‘when I'm tipsy,” he biurts out shyly. 

He's down-to-earth and simple, He 
doesn't mind washing dishes, and he 
prepares his own costumes for work. 
Before sleeping, he tries to figure out 
‘what to wear the next day. 

Slow mover 

“I move slowly kasi, I take forever to 
dress up. Before, it took me longer be- 
cause [ironed my own clothes. go through 
several shirts and pants before finally de- 
ciding what to wear. Kaya lahat gusor- 
gusot na pagkatapos kong magbihis. 

"T'm also fond of cleaning the house. 
But want my room to be magulo. Even 
ifit’s a mess, 1 know where every single 
thing is located. No one can touch my 
room, I clean it myself,” Jericho boasts. 

He dreams of having his own restau- 
rant and surf shop someday. When he 
gets married, he wants to be a good hus- 
band and father. Jericho's sensitivity and 
candidness earns him more pogi points 
as an actor, and 
tude and practicality make him stand 
‘out as a regular guy. 


Picksandpans, Rush Hour and KnowledgePower" 


By Rito P. AsiLO 


SURFING the radio aicianes regularly for the past 

months has shown us a variety of programs and for- 

mulas that radio stations adopt to create an identity. 
Soothing voices 

Jezz-hased stations hire DJs with perfect diction 
and soothing voices to attract the yuppie set. Hard- 
hinting news stations require equally no-nonsense 
commentators 10 scare the bejesus out of public offi- 
cials—even their diction is hard and defy description. 

Pop music stations use disc jocks who can readily 
dish out smar-sounding one-liners and wry, loaded. 
comments about anything and everything. 

Religious programs employ all-knowing charismatic 
figures who believe in themselves more than in what they 
preach. And advice show gurus need to use sympathetic. 
{ones to attract the lost and the intellectually challenged. 

Of course, some radio shows and hosts defy clas- 
sification. Quite a number of them, we can't write 
bout because there's nothing interesting about them, 
unless you convince yourself that writing about weird 
habits and disturbing mannerisms is part of your job. 

Simple greeting 

There's the lady DJ who hosts an R&B late-night 
show on the FM band who, as she introduces a song 
she obviously likes, says, "Hey, roll it up, light it up, 
pass the joint" Is she talking about opening a candy 
‘cane or what? And then, she messes up a simple greet- 
ing for а lonely guy in Palawan— He hails from 
Puerto Piren, piren, pirencesa,” she stumbles. Oh, 
she's probably just sleepy, right? 

There's this irreverent male duo that makes fun of 
its listeners, but the fans don’t seem to mind. "Don't 
you hate it when someone interrupts your mometi-— 
tum when you pee?,” Ghé deadpans. 

"The other asks a similarly mind-boggling ques- 
tion, "Will guys ever learn to put the toilet seat down?” 
For these two, there are no obvious answers, but the 
questions linger in their listeners’ minds. 

Before the night is over, they have already dis- 
cussed the following: "Have you ever had an ant in 
your thinge?," "Who is the handsomest of the Baldwin 
brothers (Alec, William, Stephen and Daniel, Nope! 
‘Adam is not one of them, just Jook at bim? "Will 
clueless fans ever leam how to simply vanish when 
they're not needed anymore?” Very academic ques- 
tions, indeed! 

Then there are the infuriating hosts who tell off 
their listeners, "Alam ko nga, ef Hinvag mo akong 

"You know" because | know more than 
(okinig ka nga sa monitor mo at patayin 


mo ang radyo kung gusto mong makipag-usap sa 

akin!" “Mga tanga lang nag-iisip ng ganyan, Mr. X.” 

Can somebody please teach these hosts manners? 
Delightful programs 

Of course, there are a number of delightful pro- 

grams that we ended up liking. Chico and Delamar's 

(6-9 a.m., 93.9 FM) morning show, “Rush 
Hour,” has a number of portions that their fans really 
look forward to, their top 10s, their “Like A Version,” 
their “Dear Chics and Del 

We will feature them lengthily soon because there 
are lots of very nice things about the show, not the. 
least of which is the obvious chemistry of its smart. 
but eternally lovelorn, hosts. 

No wonder the program is highly anticipated. Proof 
of their popularity is the fact that the duo has already 
recorded an album. Yikes! 

‘Another interesting discovery that we made as we 
browsed the airlanes on a lazy Sunday afternoon, i 
dwIZ's radio program (882 kHz) hosted by—hold 
‘your breath—Yoyoy Villame! Yes, you heard it right. 
the guy who immortalized “Mag-exercise Tayo Tuwing 
Umaga,” "Granada" and "Magellan," has his own 
gabfest on the radio, but we have yet to tune in to it in 
its entirety. We just caught the last song (with Yoyoy 
singing a ballad in Cebuano!) as we got ready to listen 
to Dr. Margie Holmes' controversial sex-advice show 

Even the popular “80s pyramids guru, the contro- 
versial Johnny Midnight, still has his "Midnight Con- 
nection” aired over d2RJ 810 kHz. But it was mostly 
the opinions of his listeners that they talked about 
not the healing powers of the pyramids. 

‘Trivia buff 
But what really caught our attention recently was 
‘When we tuned in to Emie Baron's dzMM evening show. 
“Knowledge Power." Sometimes, he comes up with such 
outrageous bits and pieces that even a trivia buff would 
be hard-pressed to tell where he got his information. 

Consider this: If you drill a hole from Mandaluyong 
to the center of the Earth, and straight through it, you 
will end up in Brazil! 

So, Ка Emie, if Erap drills а hole from the Veterans 
Memorial Hospital in Quezon City, will he end upin Brazil. 
‘or will he take a detour to his Boracay Mansion? Will Brazil 
grant him asylum? Now rha's a tough trivia question good 
enough for “Who Wants to be A Millionaire?" 

Ви we have observed that Ka Ernie is quite impatient 
with some of his listeners—which is a pity. Sometimes. 
We don't even switch stations anymore when we hear him 
"lecture" a listener about what the poor guy did wrong 
Goud radio monitor, unclear explanation of situation, un- 
welcome second questions). we just tum the radio off. 
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Express yourself on something you own for a changé 
If you want to tell the world how you feel, then zed Word Logos is the service for you. 
‚ Create your very own 12-character text logo to display on your cell phone and change 
it-as often as.you want. The zed Word Logo. Graffiti you can take along with you. 


Available ekclusively to SMART Gold, SMART Buddy and Talk № Text subscribers for selected Nokia cell phones. #12.00 for every successful download. 


Type in keyword and 
words you wish to use. 
Ex. WLOGO WHASSUP? 


Send to 288. 


Save upon receiving 
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By DEAN GOODMAN 

OS. ANGELES-— Director 

StevenSpielberg returned tothe 
top of the North American box 
office on Sunday with his first movi 
three years, “A.I. Artificial Intell 
gence,” a science-fiction drama origi- 
nally developed by late filmmaker 
Stanley Kubrick. 

“АЛ” (released by Warner Bros.) grossed an 
estimated $30.1 million for the Friday-to-Sunday 
period, pushing last weekend's champion, “The 
Fast and the Furious” (Universal) to No. 2 with 
$20 million. Eddie Murphy's “Dr. Dolitth ^" Tox) 
fell to No. 3 with $15.4 million in its second Week- 
end. 


Robot boy 

With a reported budget of $100 million, “АЛ” 
stars 13-year-old Haley Joel Osment ("The Sixth 
Sense") as a robot boy programmed to love. Un- 
able to find complete acceptance from his human 
family or fellow machines he begins a quest to 
find out where he truly belongs. The film also 
stars Jude Law and Frances O' Connor. 

Despite its kid-friendly PG-13 rating, “A.L” 
played mainly to moviegoers aged over 25, ac- 
cording to Wamer Bros. distribution president 
Dan Fellman. The studio, a unit of AOL Time 
Warner Inc., is splitting any profits with 
DreamWorks SKG, the privately held studio co- 
founded by Spielberg. 

Strong reviews 

Fellman added that moviegoers were drawn to 
the movie by the strong reviews and out of curi- 
osity about the Spielberg/Kubrick collaboration. 
Kubrick had prepared extensive storyboards and 
discussed his pet project with Spielberg before 
his fatal heart attack in March 1999, 

Spielberg's last film, "Saving Private Ryan,” 
debuted at No. 1 with $30.6 million in June 1998. 
Kubrick's posthumous release, “Eyes Wide 
Shut,” bowed at No. 1 with $21.7 million in July 
1999, boosted by stars Tom Cruise and Nicole 
Kidman, 

This weekend's top 10 contained two other 
new releases. Director John Singleton's “Baby 
Boy" (Columbia), an urban drama starring Tyrese 
Gibson, opened at No. 5 with $8.6 million. Since 
its Wednesday bow, the film has grossed $11.7 
million. 

‘The teen romance "Crazy/Beautiful" (Touch- 
stone), a tale of forbidden Iove starring Kirsten 
Dunst, debuted at No. 8 with $4.5 million. The. 
low-budget urban comedy "Pootie Tang” (Para- 
mount), based on a skit from "The Chris Rock 
Show,"opened at No. 12 with $1.6 million. 


ACTOR Haley 
Joel Osment (left) 
and director 
Steven Spielberg 
before the 
premiere of "A.l. 
Artificial 
Intelligence." 


Columbia Pictures is a unit of Sony Corp. 
‘Touchstone Pictures is a unit of Walt Disney Со, 
Paramount Pictures is a unit of Viacom Inc. 

‘The top 12 films grossed $115.9 million, down 
14 percent from last weekend, and down 7 per- 
‘cent from the year-ago period when “The Perfect 
Storm” opened at No. 1 with $41 million. 

Relative unknowns 

After 10 days in release, “The Fast and the 
Furious" has grossed $77.8 million. The street 
racing film, which stars relative unknowns Vin 


Diesel and Paul Walker, cost a modest $38 million 


sal, 

x. Dolittle 2” has pulled in'$51 milien; 
after 10 days, and should end up with about $100 
million, predicted Bruce Snyder, president of dis- 
tribution at Twentieth Century Fox, a unit of Fox 
Entertainment Group Inc. Murphy's first “Dolittle” 
film finished with $144 million in 1998. 


"Lara Croft: Tomb Raider" (Paramount), stars $179. 
~ wili struggle to each $200 million, 
E 


ring Angelina Jolie, fell one place to No. 4 in its 


third weekend with $9.8 million, taking its 17-day. 


to produce, Universal is a unit of Vivend?Univer<) абд ККИ steerage apd the: 


ious,” "Tomb Raider" lost 50} per 
dida fromdstweekend jthe peg a 


the top 10. 
This weekend кеу глатке M | 
Harbor" will feature in the top 10. Disney's World 


War Two epic fell two places to No. 9 with $4.4 
million. After six weekends, the film has grossed 

179.4 million, and box office observers believe it 
a Re 


G 


An inten: 
Splash Away 


An intensive moisture treat 
So Moist Deep 
Hydrating Mask 


е cleansing treat 


Foaming Cleanser 


4 


ALL THAT’S NEW 


YOUR 
FREE 


IFT 


with any Estée Lauder 
purchase of 1,800 or more. 


ESTEE LAUDER) 
‘So Moist 


Deep Hydrating Mask 
Masque hydratation inte 


1 FL.OZ. 
02. L1Q.B0ml € 


H 
y 
^ 


Luxurious lips 


Pure Color Lipstick 


(Fullsize)]- ^. 


A new lift for eyes 
Resilience Lift Eye Creme 


NEW AT ESTEE LAUDER... 


Now there's new non-acid technology to take care of pores, fine lines, flakiness and redness. 
This is the skin you want. Unbelievably soft and smooth. Visibly clear and even-toned. 


Idealist Skin, Refinisher 30 ml,P*2600 
(New) 50 ml, P 3700 


h 


ESTEE LAUDER 


Splash Away 
Foaming Cleanser 
Nettoyant mousse 


[ESTEE LAUDER 
одета 

Poe M 
аи 


А visible lift 
Resilience Lift Face and 
Throat Créme SPF 15 


A delightful new spirit 
Estée Lauder pleasures 
Eau de Parfum Spray 


From IUA —15, 2001. 


Exclusively available at 


Ruwa 


[rs 


Warm, rosy cheeks 
Blushing Natural = 


CheekColor E 


Take it with you 
Chic oval cosmetics case 
in Wild Aubergine 


MAKATI $ SHANGRI-LA PLAZA • ALABANG 
Makati, Tel. No: 817 1884' 
Shangri-La Plaza, Tel. No: 633 4636 local 106 
Alabang, Tel. No: 850 5532 local 101 


Per DTENCR Perit No, 0889, Series of 2001. 


OSMENT in a scene from Spielberg's film. 
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Relief: 


BY MIKE PETERS 


A. LIPIN BY JESS ABRERA 


HERE'S YOUR S 
DINNER, 
SWEETIE. 


ANIMAL CRACKER—— 


J TAYO SA KANILA.. 
FARA LUMAYO NA 


LIKE IT OR NOT, WERE 
“CA TOURIST ATTRACTION! 


BABY BLUES 


B1 GANG BY ATS11/ JEA/ FEVG. 


RERO ROC Wir THE 
BATTER TWIT THE BALL, бо. 
МЕТА онот penay ндер. | [а 


то AIT IME Бр, AND THEY 
MTA i THE M, OR THROW 
ITD A BME BERRE THE 

BATTER GETS THERE, HES OUT. 


PUING батас Lie THAT, 
THERE WOULD BE NO RECESS 
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BY EUGENIA LAST 


CELEBRITIES BORN ON THIS DAY: Ringo Starr, Pierre Cardin, Shelley Duvall, Bill Campbell, Joe Spano, Michelle 


Kwan 
Happy Birthd: 


‘TAURUS (April 20-May | CANCER dune zy GD 
20) 's berter to spend time 22): You won't be fooling 
with acquaintances than anyone, especially your 


te-evaluate your game plan and be sure that your thinking is clear. You have a thirst for knowledge this 
year, and the best place to direct your energy will be into learning and honing the skills you already have. Your hard work 
"will pay off if you're patient. Your numbers: 6, 19, 21, 27, 40, 41 


ARIES (March 21-Аргй [ GEMINI (May 21-June 
19): Your attitude leaves 20): You need to clear your 
something to be desired. head and rethink your fi- 
Be sure to keep doors nancial direction. Put some 
open. You will be self-deceptive re- exertion into improving your property. and find 
garding your situation and surround- The hard work will help you make intentions and professional directions. 
ings. Don't make irreversible decisions. decisions. 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
This is a great day to mix 
business with pleasure. Get. 
together with co-workers 

out all you can about their 


VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22): Travel will be 
favorable. You can meet 
intriguing characters. 


with those you live with. mate. Your moodiness will Added knowledge will give you the 
Disputes will lead to estrangement if be hard on the whole family. You could edge when dealing with others. Love 
you stick around the house. Head out probably use some time away by your- — is most definitely in the picture if you 


and do something worthwhile. want it. 


ACROSS 

1 Mimics 

5 Bouquet holder 

9 Bamboo lover 

44 Hobbie 

15 Composer 
Stravinsky 

16 Novel thoughts 

17 Personal 
belongings 

20 Nicaraguan 
president 
1984-20) 

21 Blubbers 

22 Nackina shape 

23 нос 

25 Suppliate. 

27 Ovorabundant. 

30 Nostogg 
КЗ 

32 Actor Brynner 

33 Buckeyes’ sch. 

34 Folkiore 
creature 

36 Cushy class 

40 Washers and 
dryers, ө. 

из Director 
Kurosawa 

44 Move шеу 

45 Lofty mountain 

46 Alonso's 
‘queen 

48 Long time 
between 
datos? 

49 Litio rascals 

50 Asian templos 

54 Commercial 
district 

56 Pras. Lincoln 

57 New England 
team, broly 

59 Fort 
‘aside 

63 November 
event 

вв Bursera resin 

67 Post’ ireland 

68 Oklahoma city 

69 Start of rehab 

70 Final blo? 

T1 Animal quarters 


4 Forbidding 


teresting 
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‘By James E. Buell | 


Edgewater, FL 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22): Erratic behavior will 
‘cause isolation at home. If 
family members want to 


бо their own thing, let them. You will 
find it difficult to relate to children and 
their problems. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21): Friends or relatives 
may interfere with your 
personal objectives. Don't. 


ask for others" opinions if you wish to 
avoid conflicts. Travel will lead to in- 


involvements 


SAGITTARIUS (Noy. 22- 
Dec. 21): Suess or poor 
dietary habits may cause 
stomach problems. Be pre- 


pared to help a friend with legal mat- 
ter that has been causing major tur- 
той in their life. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19): You will put on. 
the pounds easily. Self-im- 
provement projects will be 


5 Carotene necessary. You can accomplish a great 
constituent deal if you work on creative hobbies. 


o Metre Don't be 
Hr 


3 Twerp 
10 Gator tail? | 
T1 Audacity 


12 Goas out with = 3 


stake and 


‘Mongolia 
27 Capita of пайа 
28 Wntar Dinesen 


29 Japanese peak 
31 Enough 
34 International 


ANSWER ON MONDAY 


49 Top of the foot 58 Belgrade panion if 
50 Booped тебет 
51 While poplar 60 Ристов 

38 Shit ery 50 Tno Seren” 61 Мотой > Birthday 


afraid to try something new. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): secret love affair will 
be frazzling. You will find 
that your reputation is at 

that the person in question is 


playing with your emotions. Stop this 
fiasco before it gets out of hand. 


PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20): You need to busy 
yourself with worthwhile 
Causes. Look into some 


volunteer work for an organization you 
believe in. You will meet a new com- 


you get out and mingle. 


Baby: You're a caring Crab. 


39 Eurasian урив dramailst 62 Means. When it comes to quick wit, ingenious 


41 Nabisco cockle 53 Pope who аве? ideas and 


‘wanting to wy new things, you 


Aa epee yp 
dea (a T Se 


card 55 Female 9 card count? 


ACTUALLY, THEY SAY 
THAT HAIR KEEPS 
GROWING EVEN AFTER 


KNOWS JUST 
WHAT To 
SAY. 
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HI AND LOIS BY BRIAN & GREG WALKER 


WHATS THE MATTER, 5) STOP TALKING TO SQUIRRELS 
16 GOMEBOPY AND START MOWING OUR. 
MESSING WITA 

YOUR HABITAT Z 


NALUA 
Va 


LOVEKNOTS BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 
KAHAPON NG TANGHALI ANG KAGABI, NILAGANG 


ULAM NAMI AY NILAGANG BABOY ULI” ANO NILAGANG. 
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TULDOK BY PAPU & TATUM MILAMBILING 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SaturdaysPECIAL 


‘SWITCHING CHANNELS 
‘Millionaire’ adds Saturday telecast 


By EDMUND L. SICAM 


NOW on its third season, Viva Television's 
"Who Wants To Be A Milliénaire” ог 
“WBAM2" as it's called, as added a Satur- 
day telecast at 8 p.m. to its weekday shows 
‘on Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays, which 

‚ ai at 8:30 pum. This can only mean that the 
game show has attracted a wide viewership. 

р. Prospective contestants have also been keep- 

ing the show's hotline, 1-908-1000-000, busy 
for a chance to join the show. The show receives. 

some 50,000 calls a week so with each call cost 

Zing P30 on the average, that’s revenue of PLS 

million a week shared by PLDT and Viva TV. 

ijo Wejoineda group of six entertainment writ- 
‘ers who were recently invited to watch a taping 
of “"WBAM2" at ihe R.S.Video studios in 
Parafaque. We noticed that more contestants 
‘were aching the P1O0,00 mark because the ques- 
tions were easier. Host Christopher de Leon is 

{ more relaxed now and less excitable. Boyet ad- 
mitted to us that he really had the jitters during 
the first few weeks of the game show. 

$+ During a lull in the taping, the floor direc- 

* tor donned a garish outfit while he lipsynched. 
Regine Velosquez's songs. His objective, was, 

„of course, to make sure the audience didn't 
fall asleep during the show. He succeeded. 

“WBAM2" is highly dependent on com- 
puter technology. The questions are all stored 
inthe computer's memory and no one in the 
studio, not even Boyet, knows the answers. 
Only when the contestant says "final an- 
Swer" does Boyet get a green or red signal on 
his monitor to tell him whether the answer is 
correct. 

Instead of handwritten idiot boards, the 
show has a TV monitor with the correspond- 
ing lines. Also during the show. Boyet gets 
messages from the director on his monitor, 
instead of donning a headset. 

After finishing one episode, Boyet joined 
us in the reception room which overlooks the 
studio to answer our questions, He said man- 
“agement was in a hurry to give away the top 

~ prize of P2 hillion, but so far the top winner 
has only gone as high as P300,000. He says 
the Pinoy contestant is segurista, so much so 

* that he would rather settle for a smaller amount 
than risk losing it to get the jackpot prize. 

Boyet himself illustrated how risk-averse 
a local contestant can be. We asked him what 
She would do if he was already assured of 
500,000 and for the PI million question, 


tion? He said he would keep the P500,000. 

During the interview, Boyet talked about. 
professional contestants who made their liv- 
ing by joining game shows. He tries his best 
mot to get intimidated by these professionals. 
though he said he's on alert everytime a 
staffer whispers to him that he has a profes- 
sional on the show. 

‘One difficulty Boyet faces is the correct 
pronunciation of some words and they've 
had to do a retake if his pronunciation is 
wrong. We noticed though that he mispro- 
nounced the word "beard" but there was no 
retake. The director did ask fora few retakes. 
becuse there were flies in the studio that 
sometimes landed on Boyet's face. 

‘When will the show give away the P2 
million top prize? Boyet refused to specu- 
Jate, saying it would take a contestant who is 
a risk-aker to go for the top prize. 

Interactive TV 

Ah, the wonders of technology! Can't 
watch your favorite show tomorrow night be- 
cause you have a hot date? No problem, pro- 
gram your VCR to tape the show while you're 
away and waich it when you come home. 

But what if you programmed your VCR 
wrong and taped an advertorial instead? No 
problem, the Internet can take you to vari- 
ous websites of TV shows which contain 
summaries of episodes, s well as other good- 
ies 

‘Take the ABS-CBN.com website. By log- 
ging in, you can see a special feature on the. 


| DE LEON. Моге 
relaxed now. 


pampers herself in a beauty salon, or get the 
latest show biz tsismis from- Boy Abunda 
and Kris Aquino of "The Buzz. 

M's the interactive features that make the 
site popular. There are scheduled chat sessions 
for fans to connect with their favorite stars, 
message boards where feedback can be posted, 
polls on current issues and downloadable items 
like screensavers and photographs. At the same 
time, fans can upload their photographs in cer- 
{ain sites and contribute poems and other pieces. 

Recently, ABS-CBN's Interactive Depart- 
ment invited us to watch "ASAP" where the 
website would be promoted. All the big-name 
stars of the different series as well as sister 
companies Star Cinema and Star Records were 
there to plug the website, Viewers could also 
chat with the many stars through ABS- 
 CBN.com. 

With technology, fans can now do live. 
chats with the stars instead of waiting for 
them to answer their letters. The process may 
seem impersonal to some but it certainly ex- 
poses the stars to more people than at a fans? 
day affair. 

Before we proceeded to “ASAP,” we were 
introduced to Judith Ramos, the new VI of 
PinoyCentral a website which is associated with 
 ABS-CBN com. Judith handles the IT segment 
of “Alas Singko Y Medya” which airs Mon- 
days, Wednesdays and Fridays at 7:30 a.m. 

Judith а familiar face on TV because of 
the many commercials she has done, like the 
Palmolive Circle of Ten, Coffeemate and Par- 
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there were two choices left, a correct answer 
and a wrong one. If he didn't know the an- 
'swer, would he answer the PI million ques- 


By Nestor U. TORRE 


JERRY Bruckheimer is currently in the show biz 
spotlight due to his having produced the recent 
blockbuster war epic, "Pearl Harbor.” On TV, 
Bruckheimer is similarly in the news, having execu- 
tive-produced the hit new series, “CSI: Crime Scene 
Investigation," which premieres on AXN Action TV 

ү on July 18. 

"CSI" is a fast-paced show about a team of foren- 
sic investigators trained to solve seemingly unsolvable 
crimes by assessing the evidence atthe scene of the 

Ë erime. 

"The program was nominated for a Golden Globe. 

i Award for best dramatic television series, the only 
new show to be nominated in that category It has won 
other accolades, like Best New Series of the Year in the 
2001 TV Guide Awards. 

Tt was also the highest-rated new drama series in 
the US. Thus, it enjoys the best of both worlds, excel- 
Тепсе and popularity combined, "CSI" will be shown 
on AXN every Wednesday at 9 p.m. 

What makes the series so special? I challenges view- 
ers to solve crimes in tandem with its investigators, or 
figure out the clues before they do. To do this, it intro- 
duces viewers to some state-of-the-art forensic tools 

“and procedures, like: 

AFIS— Automated Fingerprint Identification Sys- 
tem. A computer network that scans crime-scene fin- 
gerprints and compares them with millions of prints 
collected around the world. 

ALS— Alternate Light Source. It produces visible 
and invisible light at various wavelengths to enhance 
items (ids, fingerprints, clothing fibers) as evidence, 
‘causing the spot to glow under a black light 

‘Comparative Microscope. Dual microscope that 
allows simultaneous viewing of two separate objects, 
for purposes of comparison. 

Electrostatic Dustprint Lifter, Device that de- 
ploys an electrostatic field to lift invisible dust prints 

rom various surface types and enhance their vis- 
ibility 

-Electrothermal Atomizer. Identifies the chemical 
composition of any substance. 

Forensic Anthropology. Study of skeletal remains 
that can determine sex, age, race, height, weight, et. 

"Toxicology. Detects the presence of drugs, chemi- 

= cals, gases and toxins in blood, body fluids and tissues 
to determine addiction or cause of death. 

Projectile Trajectory Analysis. Method for deter- 
mining the path of an object, such as a bullet, through 
space. 

'BPA—Bloodstain Pattern Analysis. Science of 
analyzing bloodstains to determine speed, direction 
and impact angles. This establishes scenarios of vio- 
lence to support or counter witnesses’ testimony. 

‘CODIS—Combined DNA Index System, Searches 
the convicted offender index, which records DNA in- 
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formation about sex offenders and other criminals, 
against the Forensic index, which records DNA infor- 
mation gathered at crime scenes. This system makes it 
possible to identify serial offenders. 

"With these tools and techniques, the CSI team 
is able to solve the most difficult cases, thus put- 
ting violent criminals behind bars and preventing 
them from adding more people о ther list of vic- 
tims. 

TCG challenge winner proclaimed 

Jonathan Pobre, a senior player from Parafaque, 
was proclaimed grand prize winner at last June 
24's Pokemon Super Trainers Showdown, the mi 
year tournament of the Pokemon Trading Card 
Game at SM Megamall. He won over 127 other 
contestants 

Pobre won an I Mac computer from Apple Phili 
pines, a Canon scanner and printer from Canon Phi 
{pines a Pokemon TCG Neo Discovery booster pack 
fom Ban Le Trading, nani packs fom Gandour 

hils. 

Other winners in the TGC challenge were Philip 
Christopher Rama, Dick Forlales, Alain del Prado, 
Alvin Abing, Paolo Go and Abraham King Barbers. 

ХҮІ 

 ACTtonigh, "XYZ" on the ABS-CBN News Chan- 
nel presents "Cycles?" Love-Love Tioseco rides the 
1200 Yamaha bike, Another feature focuses оп cyclist 
Каці Sta. Ana, a member of the firefly brigade. Gym 
Instructor Vanessa Garcia teaches the cycle of warm- 
ing up and cooling down before and after а workout. 
‘And the program ends with the second of a four-part 
series on HIV AIDS, 

ABS-CBN workshops 

"The ABS-CBN Center for Communication Arts 
offers workshops in broadcast communication and 
the performing arts, Instructors include Beverly 
Vergel, Johnny Manahan, Ricky Lee, Laurice Guillen, 
Leo Rialp, Mon Ilagan, Alex Alikpala, Kata Inocencio, 
Eugene Villaluz and Abbygale Arenas. Call 415-3828, 

Workshops this month are on Directing: Film, TV 
and Concerts; News: newscasting, news reporting апа. 
writing for news and documentary; Production: stage 
management, concert production and news produc- 
tion; and Acting: for TV and Film and for Musical 
Theater. 


AXN anime festival today at SM Megamall 


JAG Jeans Kids goes anime.as it joins the AXN 
‘Anime Festival 2001 at SM Mégamall today from 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Exciting board games, an on- 

spot anime drawing contest, "Final Fantasy" exhib- 


- its, an AXN Final Fantasy Cosplay Contest, a tat- == 


too center and load of cool Jag freebies 
await all kids. 
A big attraction at the Festival is the 
"Final Fantasy Station"—a dungeon 
+ style booth with graffiti-sprayed walls 
filled with kiddie games as well as free cotton candy 
and cool giveaways such as" 
ers, anime buttons and Kids shirts. 
Free surfing with Karylle's CD 
Universal Records! singing star Karylle offers free 
surfing minutes along with er new CD, “Time to Shine.” 
‘With every CD purchased comes a free pre 
card. Log onto wwwuniversalreconds c 
the Surfplus logo. 


The album contains "Angel of My Heart "Now 
тъй You're Gone,” Из. My Time? and.a et with 
the international pop star Gil, “Callin.” 
Janet Basco’s mall tour 
Janet Basco returns to the entertainment scene as 
‘Star Records mounts a series of mall 
shows starting tomorrow at 4 p.m. at SM 
Iloilo. The shows will promote "Love Is 
Right," Janet's debut album under Star 
Records. 

"The series continues on July 14 at SM Southmall, 
July 15 at SM Cebu, July 27 at SM North Edsa and 
July 29 at SM Megamall. 

Britney Spears concert on HBO 

Britney Spears! concen special, recorded live from 
London, will sir on HBO on July 9 at 10:30 pm. 
Additional playdates are July 14 at 9:45 a.m, July 19 
519 p.m, and July 24 t4 p.m, (Compiled by Edmund 
1. Steam) 


ticles. An occupational therapist by profes- 
sion, she also.accepts voicing assignments 
for various projects 
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SUMMER workshop lensmen with models from John Robert 


MEET the students {photo at Ic) from my summer 
workshop Batch 2001 with nine models (rom John 


Robert Powers, shown here at the 280-hectare Rivien siz}. 


Golf and Country Club located 
‘way in Silang, Cavite 
Rolling hills 

The big spread is 45 kilometers away from Makati City, 
is situated 1,000 feet above sca level and is made scenic by 
rolling hills, lush vegetation, cool springs and waterfalls. 

Front row: photography stu- 
dents Ronald Navasero, Malay. 
sian Josephine Ang, Mandi 
Navasero, Tammy Bejar (PR for 
AFP-Retirement and Separation 
Benefit System or RSBS), Ana 
Marie Padre and Dennis Maliwat. 

Standing, second row L-R: Lec- 
turer Mandy Navasero, photogra- 
phy student Atty. Tess De la Rosa, 
Nelson Demitillo - make-up artist 
and hairstylist, John Robert Powers models Gala 
(Castaneda, Ana Farell and sister Victoria Farell, IM Acosta, 
Carla Lopez, photography student Audrey Alejo. 

Last row L-R: models Paulo Matibag, Francois 
Filamor, Korina Rebustes, mother Virgie Alonzo 
with model-daughter Sheila (the family lived in 
Norway for many years and is now back in the 
Philippines for good), and RSBS marketing man- 


3g Aguinaldo High- 


Mandy 
Navasero 


g images on location 


ager Yasmine шапа: Not in photo are students 
Renato Fernandez and Ian Tafedo. 
Best locations 

RSÉS нош our tp to The Riviera, providing the 
models and photographes wih swo vans. Tammy Bejar 
and Yasmine Sutaria accompanied us to thp Best loca- 
tions. = 

‘Our favorite t The Riviera Clubhouse is their juicy 
hamburger it beats anything Ihave tasted. 

‘Batch 2001 has 18 graduat- 
ing students, exhibiting five 
pieces each of 11 x 14, Black- 
and-white images in "Emo- 
tions.” 

For the exhibit, students 
are required to present one 
Photograph similar to an 
Amorsolo painting, complete 
‘with Filipiniana dress and tum 
of the century wooden box 

camera mounted on a wooden antique ipod. 

‘At The Riviera, students captured gems of images 
as the John Robert Powers models were eager to help 
соте up with very emotional images. At the end ofthe 
day. cut oss, Tammy and Yasmine, brought vs to the 
huge swimming pools wth manicured lawns and a great 
view of the rolling hills rj 

T urged the students to also photograph celebra- 
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“THE PHOTOGRAPHER" by Mandi 
Navasero. Models: Carla Lopez and Ronald 
Navasero. 


tions of life like weddings, baptisms and funerals. 
One wedding photographed by the students took 
place at Sonya's Garden in Alfonso, Cavite. The 
bride was Janet Oquendo of Amanpulo, who trans- 
ferred recently to the Aman Resort in Maraquesh, 
Africa. 


How women should 
be depicted in films 


By BEHN CERVANTES 


(Conclusion) 


IF the problem of the Philippine movie industry is a 
question of economics, what is the solution, | ask 
Raquel Villavicencio, actor and screen writer? She gives 
те а look that says the obvious: 

‘Small films 

"The direction is to make smaller and more per- 
sonal movies where the big stars don't eat up the 
biggest chunk of the limited production budget. We 
have seen fine, small films from China and Iran. Itis 
time for us to look toward that direction. 

“T is scary how the big Hollywood films domi- 
nate the box office, thus making some of our best 
efforts lose their market because they are shown si- 
rmultaneously with these foreign blockbusters. The 
Hollywood-oriented taste developed in our people 
puts our films at a great disadvantage." 

To what then do we credit the surprising but wel- 
come success of Star Cinema's “Tanging Yaman?” 
“There was good timing there, it was shown during 
the Metro Manila Film Festival in December. It was 
a feel-good movie with a refreshing story that маға 
departure from the predictable action and sex films in 
vogue. The audience got tired of such films and was 
happy for the change. 

"jt also attracted the A and B audience because it 
was about a bourgeois family and dealt with old fani- 
ily values. It had fine packaging that included the come- 
back of well-respected director Laurice Guillon after a 
spiritual search that transformed her into а more in- 
trospective artis.” 

Why can only women write about themselves? È 

Sympathetic 

"Because only they can really be sympathetic 
about their relationships and truly understand each 
other's problems. They are more introspective and 
thus know themselves better.” 

"What" women's" films have touched her, and why? 

^1. Room With A View. It is a period film that 
depicts traditional and submissive women trying to 
break away from the constricting mores of the era. 

2. "Thelma and Louise. А delightful yarn about 
women who dare get out of their comfort zones for 
adventure. 

3. "Hannah and Her Sisters! This Woody Allen 
classic tackles sibling relationships in a way that is 
rarely done in American movies. * 

Ard who are the actresses Raquel admires? 

“I. Susan Sarandon because she is intelligent and 
sexy. She has a wide range, she can play any role she sets 
her mind on depicting. 

72. Meryl Streep is also intelligent, sexy, and with 
an emotional alphabet from A to Z. However, I espe 
cially like her in comedy. It is wonderful that in Hol- 
Iywood you can be beautiful and still be hilarious. On 
the local scene, beauty is synonymous only with glam- 

“з. Bene Midler. "She can be bitchy, noisy and all 
but sili thoroughly funny. She is consistent hilarious. 

Can you separate the script from the work of the 
director who handles it? The answer is obviously "no" 
зо 1 ask who are the (male) directors Raquel most 
admires for their treatment of women? А 

“1. (Surprise, surprise!) Eddie Garcia, "He is good, 
he does not caricature women. He did three of my 
scripts for Viva and it is obvious he likes women, 2 

“з. Eddie Romero. He, too admires women and 
has due respect for strong women. Hindi nila 
binababoy and babae.” 

What is wrong with other male directors? She re- 
frained from mentioning specific names but she stated 
that to most male directors, “Women are merely erotic 
objects.” 

What about the gay directors? "Well, despite their 
good intentions, women in their stories or films serve 
олу the purposes of the story but we don't get the 
in-depth character of the women.” 

Smarter 

What-is the contemporary Filipina like, ii 
Raquel's perception? "She is definitely smarter than 
most men, Ве is more socially aware, more sensi- 
tive to the world around her, and relates to it with- 
ош an ego problem.” ч 

She expresses great admiration for overseas fè- 
male workers who leave their families to work in hos- 
tile cultures for the good of their families. "They are 
truly admirable," she exclaims, Н 

What is the problem between men and women in 
this day and age of alleged sexual equality? “The prob; 
lem of contemporary society is that men and women. 
still grow up without learning how to relate to one 
other and respect each other's differences.” + 

"What then is a truly liberated woman? “A con- 
temporary woman, to be truly liberated, should be- 
come autonomous economically and emotionally, 
зо she can live and grow as an independent being 
with her own vision to fulfill, as well as a life to 
Jead!” 


'Pwede ba 
akong sumali 


Young runners make a great showing at the 
25th Milo Marathon 


BY CHRISTINE C. RIVERO 


IG kids, little kids, bleary-eyed 
sleepy-headed kids and bouncy rarin’ 
to race kids all huddled by the hundreds at 
the starting line, giggly and jittery minutes before the 
start of the race. Racing grown-ups stood behind 
them, not a few looking quite giggly too. Everyone 
was up before sunrise to be at the Cultural Center 
Complex in Pasay City where the 25th Milo Mara- 
thon was being held on June 24, a Sunday morning. . 
Then, at exactly 6 a.m., the shot went off. Hordes of 
bobbing heads rushed forward as the crowd cheered 
and a marching band played a jolly tune. 

Okra is A-OK 

A total of 6,108 people joined this year's marathon 
with 536 participating in the 3-kilometer fun run for kids 12 
years old and below. Out of those 500-plus kids, 12-year-old 
Rodel Orbong of Marikina made it first to the finish line, around 
10 minutes after the race began. Heaving and dripping with 
sweat, Rodel just grinned at us when we asked him why he 
joined the marathon. { ; 

“I don’t know,” he said, still grinning, “I just like to run? h 

Thirteen proved to be a lucky number for another runnei à 
11-year-old Cristine Delfin. Cristine, a sixth-grader at Legarda 
Elementary School in Manila, was the 13th kid to make it to 
the finish line but she was also the first girl to finish the 3K 
race. This made her the champ in the girls’ 10-12 years old cat- 
egory, which she managed to top last year too. 

“I feel just like I'm playing,” Cristine said of what she feels 
when she’s running. Kids who want to run fast like she does 
ought to take training seriously, Cristine added. 

"And they should eat well,” she continues, "eat vegetables. . 
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YAHOO! The Milo Marathon is 

a fun race. This young, uh, run- 

ner found out early. 
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like okra!” Okra happens to be Cristine’s 
2 favorite veggie. 
It’s a family thing 
Many kids joined the marathon with their 
friends and family. Seven-year-old Sarrah Jane Paco 
came with her cousins, 8-year-old Arabelle and 9- 
year-old Reggie Paco. Her dad joined the 5- 
kilometer race. 
“Whenever there’s a marathon, we really run 
7" together," Sarrah’s mom, Juliet, told us, “it's good 
: exercise for all of us!” 
That’s the same reason 54-year-old Leonardo 
Í Veneracion joined the 5K race with his 4-year-old grand- 
j daughter Melanie. 
“We finished in 45 minutes,” a beaming Mang 
Leonardo said. 
We thought Melanie was one of the youngest runners already, 
until we met one-year-old Kim Bautista. One year old?!? 
“He did very well,” said his aunt, Eva Ilagan, who walked and 
sometimes carried Kim during the 3K race. After they crossed the 
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looked in the disc box and searched for some- 
thing to play. She found “Barbie Detective 2.” 


She played it until it was time for dinner. 


By KATHLEEN MACROHON 
MIRIAM COLLEGE GRADE SCHOOL 
QUEZON CITY 


After eating dinner, we took a bath, brushed 
our teeth, dressed in our pajamas and went to 
bed. The next morning, we ate bacon and eggs 


for breakfast. I took a piece of egg and ate the 


white part first. When I was about to eat the 
yellow part, the phone rang. I answered the 


ANGELICA Nicole is my little sister. She’s Phone which was in the other room. It was 


in the first grade. only a prank call, so I went back to my seat 


She always does her homework when she and ate again. 


reaches the house. But she always makes a 
mess after. 
“What a big mess!” Mom would say. . 
“Uh-oh, I'm in trouble!” Angelica would gig- 


gle. Mom would call yaya and yaya would clean 


“Hey, where’s my egg?” I asked. Angelica 
could not hide her giggle and soon, everyone 
laughed too, including me. 

Oh, life with my little sister is a bit compli- 
cated but fun. 


— 


tenas 47 Sound Familiar P" 
; Write down your thoughts now : 
{ and send them to Jl. Who knows, 3° 
x you might just get published! PM 


One time, Angelica slipped into Dad and 


Mom's room to play with the computer. She 


didn't want to play with blocks anymore. She 


on. dT 


ou can now reach us via e-mail! Our address 
is }i@inqulrer.com.ph Don't forget to 
i54 include your complete name, age, 
-snail mail address and your phone number. 
: : Hope to hear from you soon! 
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DEAR Editor, $ ae 

I'm.an avid reader of Junior Inquirer. I really get upset : 

when.the newspaper boy forgets to bring us.the Saturday ` 
edition of the Philippine Daily Inquirer where Juxion IN- 
Quirer is included. JI helps me improve my writing. Reading 
* your issues gives me innumerable ideas on how to write 
appealing and sensible short stories, essays and poetry. JI is 
not just something I read for pleasure. I learn a lot from it; 
too! To all the staff of JI, ту immense gratitude to all of you 


Junior Inquirer (JI) welcomes your 
views, suggestions, essays, short 
stories and poems. All contributions 
must be typewritten double-spaced 
on short bond paper. Contributions 
without a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope will not be returned. 
Please send your 
letters & contributions to: 
the Junior Inquirer Editor, 


yj ^ У Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
апа keep up-the- good work.—AILEEN GRACE J. Ро. Box 2353, 
nee 3 EE PS x Makati Central Post Office, 
CONTRERAS, Binangonan, Rizal; inh Р 1263 Makati City, 
———————————  — ————————P—ÀÀ Philippines 
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3 /, 
Kaya Iam sure аро magugustuhan hatin ito. 


fortified With Vitamin e 2 нй kahit anong Bre oras А 


PUREFOODS 
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The Purefaods-Hormel Company 


Caring for Yster 

GROOM Helene Granath does not seem to 
mind Yster's horse breath. The 18-year-old po- 
lice horse was slighty injured in last month's 
riots during the European Union summit. Yster 
was hit by broken bottles thrown by anti-EU 
activists and needed stitches in the wounds. 
But don't worry, he's been treated by vets and 
is fine now. 


Chaumoni-Sur-Loire,France | 
E. 

| Glass Garden 

- ANDREW Cao, a Vietnam-born Los Ange- 
les-based landscape designer, waters his 
recycled glass garden he called "Desert 
Sea," one of the winning entries on dis- 
play at the 10th International Garden Fes- 
tival. Cao shipped 10 tons of recycled glass 


fram the United States to create his gar- 
den. 


Singapore, Singapore à 


à * 


Chatpen 


AN ERICSSON representative holds up the | 
“Chatpen” at the CommunicAsia exhibition . - 
; at the Singapore Expo. The pen, equipped 


with an infrared red 


camera atits writing ^| 


point which takes 


50 pictures a second: , 


‘of whatever is be- 


ing scribbled down . 
on paper, made its; . 
debutatthe biggest | 


communications and 
information technol- 
ogy trade show in 


the region. AP | 


PRU REESE 


Gold for the 
People 

THAI workers weigh gold ornaments 
donated by followers of a Buddhist 


monk, Phra Maha Bua Yanasam- 
panno, at a temple on the outskirts 


- of Bangkok. About 400 kilograms 


of gold will be forwarded to the gov- 
ernment by Phra Maha Bua as part 
of his campaign to help ease the 
country’s economy. AP 


Be ing, China |! 


; UT. 


Levitating Top 

` A SALESPERSON demonstrates the levitation 
by magnetic force 
ofa metallic top at 
a Beijing shop. 
The device is mar- 
ketec as a toy that 
can spin in mid air 
above a piece of 
metal for as long 
as 200 seconds. 
The toy sells for 
65 yuan or around 
P500. AP . 
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Hey kids! If you're between 7-10 years old, you could be one of ten lucky winners of a P2,000.00 initial deposit and 
membership in the Metrobank Fun Savers Club! If you are already a member and you win, your f2,000.00-cash 
rize will be deposited to your Metrobank Fun Savers Club account. It's so easy to join! Just color Savee the dolphin 
lue, his tummy white and color the rest of the ad any way you want, then send your entries to: “Color Me” Contest, 
PRMD, 11th floor, Metrobank Plaza, Sen. Gil Puyat Ave., Makati City. Send as many entries as you want on or before 


АЮШ 15, 2001! So what аге you waiting for? Get your crayons, craypas and colored pencils and start coloring this 
ad now! 


NOTE: ‘Only original ads are considered as valid entries. Photocopies will be disqualified. 


‘Over 800 domestic and international branches, offices, and subsidiaries. х 

Head Office; Metrobank Plaza, Sen. Gil J. Puyat Ave., Makati City; Web Page: hltp:/Aww.melrobank.com.ph E-mail: melrobankG metrobank.com.ph 

Ü Member of the Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation. Deposits insured up to P109,000.00 per depositor. 
Pies sedili al oli dais lose ues ies ea eei caca ad eic аад efe наво ES 


Age: 


Metrobank Fun Savers Club member? YES... 


NO 


FPE 
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WHEN you first meet the Cortez chil- 
dren in the novel “SPY kids” and witness 
the bossy Carmen taunt her younger 8- year- 
old brother Juni, they seem to be like any 
other sister and brother. Even they think the 
same of themselves. They have no suspi- 
cions regarding the fact that their parents sure 
are mighty interested in the 
sister and brother's gym and 
karate training. 

They don't think it unu- 
sual that they have their 
own workout and training 
room in the middle of their 
home, and that their own 
father trains them. They 
don't bother to ask why 
their mother has told them 
the same story night after night, about a great 
woman spy and a great man spy, both assigned 
to get rid of the other, but both falling in love 
with the other instead. 

When they realize that this bedtime 
story is actually the real story of their 
mom and dad, they almost can't be- 
lieve it. But the proof is all there, the 
RED ALERT on their microwave, the 
opening bookshelf, the pod waiting at 
the end of a tunnel to take them to a 
safehouse because they are no longer 
safe. 

Their parents, whom they thought 
were normal and boring, were captured 
by a weird man named Floop, and it's up 
to Carmen and Juni to save the day. Even 
as they try to learn to be spies and find 
their parents, Floop's henchmen (the trai- 
tor spies, the Thumb-Thumbs, the robot 
kids) go after them, and they zoom from 
one danger to the next. 

I almost couldn't breathe while reading 
the book! It must have.been.the same expe- 
rience as watching the movie of the same 
title, but now I.don't even have the scary 
music to warn me of the coming danger. I 
read and then suddenly I'm in the middle of it 
all! And then I cheer Carmen and Juni on, 
even as I feel so helpless for them because 
they are so small compared to their enemies, 


who are well-trained and evil. 
Floop makes me cower when he turns 
good spies into dumb and scary-looking 
Fooglies. I want to hide when I read of 
the seemingly innocent children, who look 
like the kids of world leaders, but are 
actually evil robots trained to maim and 
kill. Yet I feel strengthened when I read 
about the Cortez family. It's their love 
for one another that make them all such 
winners. My favorite is Juni because he is such 
a gentle soul, and clumsy at the beginning, but 
he takes charge and starts to believe in him- 
self, and so overcomes his fears. He's quite the 
best spy. 
The “SPY kids Official Movie Storybook” pro- 
vides a quick introduction and summary of Car- 
men and Juni's adventures, with lots of glossy, 
interesting pictures taken from the movie. The 
novel *SPY kids" describes the adventures in 
greater, more breath-taking detail. Finally, for 
kids who want to become spies themselves, 
there's the “SPY kids: HOW TO BE A SPY Ac- 
tivity Book," with puzzles, mazes, brain teasers 
and games, as well as tips on how to be a good 
spy, and how to make spy weapons and gadg- 
ets. You could keep the Activity Book with all 
your other well-kept secrets, if you don't want 
your cover blown, or you could secretly con- 
sult it with your dearest, closest friends. 


*SPY kids" (tbe novel based on tbe motion 

r picture), “SPY kids: The Official Movie Storybook,” 

and “SPY kids: HOW TO BE A SPY Activity Book,” 

are publisabed by Hyperion Books for Children, 

2001, and are available at any branch of Na- 
tional Bookstore. 
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Unscramble 

the words below. 

They are terme associated with Susy and Geno. 
2355 : 
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С + GLUE: HEALTHY NUTRIENTS WE GET FROM FRUITS 
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By GERMAINE YIA - 
ILLUSTRATIONS BY STEPH BRAVO 


Once there was a wishing well, 


A sign for wishing wishers 
said this they had to do: 


“Find a purple pebble 

to throw into the well, 

Make your wish as it falls 

to summon the wishing spell." 


“Be careful what you choose to wish 
for it might just come true. 

Don't blame this well for wishes 
that will backfire on you.” 


A little girl named Mila 
chanced upon the well. 
She threw a purple pebble 
and wished as it fell. 


Her wish was unlike other wishes, 
for what she wished was grand. 
She wished for unlimited wishes 
to be granted on command. 


First she wished for brand new toys: 
stuffed animals of every kind, 
a bike with a honker, 
building blocks, 

and dolls so hard to find. 


She wished to be forever rid 
of every household chore. 


that could make all wishes come true. 


Washing, scrubbing, 
wiping and sweeping, 
she wished to do no more. 


She wished she didn't have to go 
to school every day. 

No homework, tests, 

and books to read. 

Oodles of time to play. 


She wished she had no curfew, 
that she could stay up all night. 
Watching endless TV shows 


When little Mila came home one day, 


“stuffed animals, a bike, building blocks, 


` for Mila that seemed nice. 


to her was a delight. 


she smiled because she knew. 
Before her eyes the wishes she wished 
Were magically coming true. 


Her house was cramped and flooded 
with toys of every kind: 


and dolls so hard to find. 


She played and played and played with them, 
without the bother of a single chore. 
But as hours ticked, playing alone 
was becoming one big bore. 


She headed out to find her friends 
but they were in school that day. 
Seeing her they shook their heads. 
They couldn't come out and play. 


Pouting with her head down low, 

Mila went back home. 

The lights were out, no food was cooked, 
she was all alone. 


A note said Nay and Tay 
were working 

very, late that day. 

From now on they'd have 
to work and work, 

for there were bills to pay. 


The expensive toys 
she wished for, 

they did not come free. 
Her parents had 

to work harder, 

just to pay the fee. 


With an empty stomach 
she wished no more. 
She was scared 

to pay the price. 
Watching TV 

was the only thing 


Now she had no curfew. 
So stayed up all night. 
But watching endless TV shows 
was really no delight. 


With her eyes sore from watching, 
and with her stomach grumbling, she knew. 

Unwishing her wishes was the only thing 

The only right thing to do. 


So Mila wished to unwish, 

all the wishes she wished for. 

When all was done her one last wish 
was a wish to wish no more. 


Gigi graduated from the UP School of Economics on April. 
She is the author of the story “Nasaan si Kuya Emil?” pub- 
lished by Adarna Books. 

Steph is Л staff artist. 
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Can there really be a 100-percent good girl like Kathy? 


BY CHRISTINE C. RIVERO 


SITTING across the table from us, Kathy scolds 
us. "Kids should always behave well," she begins, 
“because if they don't. . they'll be scolded!” 

Whoops. You see; we kept asking Kathy why she 
bothers to help other people. Like last year, 
for instance, when she helped a Ue 
neighbor learn how to read. When we | eee 
asked her why, Kathy looked at us puz- Y ·-* 
zled and replied, “Because she doesn’t | 
know how.” She sounded like we should | 
have known the answer all along. 

People-n-pet lover j 

Kathy or Karen Leigh Riparip is 6 ' 
years old and her mom, Irene, says she's t 
always been a helpful kind-hearted kid. 

"She sweeps the garden, sets the table and helps 
with chores even without being told,” says Tita Irene, 
"maybe it's because she sees everyone in the family 
has their own responsibilities so she tries to become 
responsible too." ў 

When someone in the family is sick, Kathy is the 
first to give the patient a massage and, Tita Irene 
adds, “She’s also the one who reminds us to take our 
medicine!” 

"That's why I'm going to be a doctor!” Kathy pipes 
up. 
Pets get a lot of TLC from Kathy too. “This is 
Mimingkay and this is Mimingkoy,” Kathy tells us as 
she plops a couple of cats on the table. Kathy feeds 
the cats herself and stresses that they should only eat 
fish meat, not the spines. 

"They can't eat the spines because they'll throw 
up,” she points out. So what she does is pick the 


” 


KATHY finishes her homewor' before watching TV. 


А REGULAR book- 
worm, Kathy 

visits the library 

daily. 


Photos by RANDY HORMILLOSA 


meat from the fish herself before feeding the cats. 
The fish, of course, is from her own share of the 
family dinner. 
Homework helper 

Now a first-grader at La Consolacion College in 
Manila, Kathy is the one classmates turn to for help 
with homework or to copy notes from after being 
absent. 
.. Kathy-gives us a sample lesson. “Look at the 


:shapes,.the square has one, two, three, four. . .” she 


says, drawing the four sides of the square in the air. 

“And when you color (the shapes), you should 
color inside the lines," she continues. 

Kathy loves to read and visits her school library 
almost every day. When she gets home, she does her 
homework first before watching TV. When we ask 
her why, she gives us another you-really-ought-to- 
know-why look. Sighing, she very patiently explains 
to us, "You should do your homework first because 
you might forget to do it before going to school!" | 

Her house is built right beside a church so every 
day, Kathy literally hears the Mass being said. This 
time we ask her, is that why you're such a good girl, 
because you live so close to church? To that, Kathy's 
answer is a small knowing smile. 


'Rrific kids are smart 

'Rrific kids are fun 

Some aren't in the honors list 
But get their homework done 


Somehow the world's 

a better place 

1 know this much is true 

Hey 'Rrific kid! 

We know you're there 

We love you 'cause you're you! 


If you think you're ^ Rriffic! or know 
someone who is, fill out the nomina- 
tion form below and send it to: 
Junior Inquirer 

'KIDS'R'RRIFIC' Page 

Phil. Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces cor. 
Yague & Mascardo Sts. 

1231 Makati City 


Chosen nominees will be featured 
on this page and will get à tree 


Junlor Inquirer T-shirt! 


' nomination form 
1 nominate: 


‚ I think she's/he's 'Rrific 
| because: : 


(Here's a tip! Write a detailed 


і description of a good deed, 


project or accomplishment by 
„your nominee.) 


She/he lives at 


j and studies at 


Her/his contact number is: 


| Sender's Age & School: 


J 


Л Sender's Address: 


SATURDAY;=JULY 7, 2001 | 
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At 68, racing champ Pocholo Ramirez is still into the need for speed 


AS A YOUNG boy, Jose “Pocholo” Ramirez wanted 
to become a pilot. The fascination for speed was 
already there, he muses. Then after World War 2, at 
the age of 13, Tito Poch learned how to drive. His 
vehicle—a United States weapons carrier. (Think of 
it as a big truck.) 

“It was the Liberation,” Tito Poch laughs, “you could 
do anything!” 

Years later, Tito Poch would become a champion 
racecar driver. 

Go, go, go! 

“When I went to the States, I got into watching 
(car) races. That now evolved into wanting to race,” 
Tito Poch relates. So at the age of 30, he started go- 
karting. That's a kind of race using a small cart pow- 
ered by a lawn-mower motor. From there he went 
on to bigger cars and faster races. “I just liked it,” 
says Tito Poch, “I enjoyed it and I'm still enjoying it. 
That's why I'm still racing.” 

Yep, although he's now 68 years old—and a grand- 
father to 11 grandkids to boot!—Tito Poch, a member 
of the Petron/SRA racing team, is still revving 
car engines and speeding to the finish line. E 


He continues to win awards too, including last year’s 
Petron XCS Driver of the Year Award. 

“Part of it is basically overcoming fear,” Tito Poch 
says of the thrill of racing, “when someone says they 
don't have fear, that’s baloney. Everybody has fear.” 

He points out, though, that it’s also all about con- 
trol. “You have to control the car,” he says, “to learn 
how to reach the limit without going over the limit. 
It's about self-control too." 

Racing sons 

Tito Poch’s racing-rage must have rubbed off on 
all of his four sons because they're also champion 
racers and some of their wives race too! 

“I never pushed anyone to do it, but I guess they 
got it by osmosis!” chuckles Tito Poch. 

Safety, Tito Poch stresses, is the first thing anyone 
who wants to race should keep in mind. “Get into it 
properly,” he says, “avoid racing in the streets. Do it 
in the proper environment where it is controlled, 
where you have a race track.” 

He adds, “It’s safer and you get into less trouble 


that way.” Christine C. Rivero 


|] Just fill out tbe nomination form be- 


Do you know a grown-up who 
@ is fun to be with 
€ has an exciting job 
@ keeps an amazing hobby 
@ is all of the above??? | 
If you know a grown-up whom all kids | 
will love, give him or her the stamp: 


A.K.A. COOL 


low and tell us why your fave grown- 
up is the absolute coolest. If your | 
nominee is chosen, YOU'LL get a free 


JI T-shirt! Now that’s really cool. 
poe ee ee 


A.K.A. COOL 
is an ‘adult know#igs cook 
They're the fafks 
in our own family 
Or the people 
we meet in school. 


He/She is years old and is 
my 


Here are five super solid rea- К 
sons why I think you should 
write about him/her: 


My nominee lives at 


Give him/her a call at 
or send him/her an e-mail at 


By the way, 

I'm W 
Im years old. | 
My address is 


You may call me at 


ETE wit Vatt &% 
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Workshops. EB 


ART STROKES. Learn to paint using char- 
coal pencils, oil pastels, watercolor, oil, pen 
and ink and mixed media, join "Art Strokes." 
For more important info call up Ms Eleanor at 
740-7221 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

TAEKWONDO. Taekwondo is not just for 
self-defense, it also teaches self-discipline, as 
well as respect for others. Goodwill Bookstore's 

activity center offers Taekwondo classes under 
RP team member and 1999 Sea Games bronze 
medallist Dindo Simpao. 

Sessions are held every Sunday at 3:30 p.m. 
at the Basement Level, Goodwill Bookstore, 
Glorietta 3, Ayala Center, Makati City. For more 


info call up 813-4956 to,57, 893-9079. 
qeu nc toon 


—(— a 
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GEOGRAPHIC'S BEST PHOTOS. For the 
first time in its 113-year history, National Geo- 
graphic magazine will publish a special collec- 
tor's issue titled “100 Best Photographs of All 
Time.” The book will be available in news- 


stands early next year. 
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PAHINA’S NEW SEASON. Check out ABS- 
CBN's "Pahina." Today at 9:30 a.m. Balt, played 
by young star Carlo Aquino, will run for stu- 


Got something for Out There? 
Send us the info two weeks in advance. Our 
fax numbers are 897-4793 up to 94. Don’t for- 
get to include your contact numbers and ad- 


dresses. 


dent council’s vice president, but he is faced 
with a more popular candidate. Though it seems 
Balt is facing defeat, he discovers the modern 
poem “Ang Guryon" by Ildefonso Santos. Find 
out how the poem will affect Balt. “Pahina” 


premieres today at 9:30 p.m. on ABS-CBN chan- 
nel 2. 
RIETTE асаа 
Ela. Museum Moments, ш 


AYALA GOES TO THE FIESTA. Everyone is 
invited to chow down on Filipino snacks, play 


Filipiniana outfit wins a prize. Festivities begin 
at 9:20 a.m. at the Ayala Museum, Makati Av- 


enue, Makati City. 


[e 


;. Cable Picks . 


FRIENDLY COURAGE. “Courage the Cow- , 


ardly Dog" is a half-hour series that chronicles 


the life of an incredibly timid dog named Cour- 
age who must regularly defend his owners from 
paranormal elements that threaten their simple 


existence. 
In its new episode "The Hunchback from 


Nowhere" a hunchback knocks at the farmhouse 
door on a rainy night. The farmer turns him 
away but Courage discovers Hunchy in the hay- 
loft. Much to the farmer's disgust, Courage be- 
friends the hunchback. Don't miss “Courage the 
Cowardly Dog” on Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. on 
Cartoon Network. 

CHAMPIONS OF THE WILD. Many wild 
animals all over the world are now threatened 
with extinction, what with hunters around. But 
there are people who make it their-mission to 
help these creatures to survive. 

In Animal Planets “Champions of the Wild" 
wildlife experts use technology and sheer de- 
termination to ensure the future existence of 


and win prizes in traditional Filipino games, 
participate in made-for-families art activities, 
and view a number of Ayala Museum's 
Filipiniana dolls. Whoever shows up in the best 


these beloved animals. "Champions of the Wild" 
airs every Sunday of July at 8:30 p.m. 
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FOREVAH?!!! Think again! 


It's hello tooth decay ---PAIN, 


A 


By LyRa ABueg GaRceLLano 


You think your teeth's invincible? 
You think your teeth would live 


Atomo thinks she can gobble up 
& her teeth would be fine. HA! 


PAIN, PAIN 5 stinky breath too! } 
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DENTIST?! 
Visit your 
friendly 
dentist & 
have those 
fangs.. 
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» Pastries, etc.) + not brushin 


Cakes 


SUGAR 
addiction. 
You'll 
appreciate 
healthy teeth 
& gums when. 
you're older. 
REALLY! | 
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Sugary foods (you got candy, 


LISTED here are the first lines of hit songs 
by some of today's top Pinoy bands. 
Score 1 point if you can identify the group 
and another point if you can name the 
song as well. Perfect score is 24. You've 
got a 2-minute quiz clock. . .so let’s rock! 


1. Iusedto bave a cat/ Wbo wouldn't ever 
wanna get fat 
So she ate, a feathered pillow, yellow wil 
low/ A furry little fellow 


2. N'unguna kitang makilala, di man lang kita 
napuna A 


. Dinaman kasi ganoon kaganda, di ba? 


3. ObI'msorrygirl for causing you somuch 
pain/ Didn't mean to make you cry 
Make your efforts all in vain / 
And I apologize for all tbe things Гое done 


4. What bas life to offer me when I grow old? 
What's there to look forward to beyond the 
biting cold 
CCause) Tbey say it's difficult, yes, stereo 
typical. 


5. Ilove you for so long / And tbe promise 
you made 
Keep me hanging on / And now I, 
Igotla know 
Is this love enough, shall we let it go 


б. Bake a cake to my taste/ You dance away 
Belinda 
Disappear in the light/Smile like that Belinda 


7. Isang gabing kasama ka/ Walang 
ginagawang iba kundi mag-usap sa mata 
Bigla akong tinawag Uwian na pala 


8. Lumpong naglalakad/ Katabi niyay baring 
nakahubad 
Binging nakikinig sa iyak ng piping 
mayroong tinig 
Alisin ang yong maskara At idilat ang mga 
mata 


9. Idid my best to make you see/ Just bow . 
special we could really be 
All I know is this love I feel for you / I've got 
to bold on, I’m holdin’ on 


10. Kabit ano basta ikaw/ Walang problema 
Kahit buhay ibibigay/Ito'y pangako ko sinta 


11. Kabarap ko sa dyip ang isang ale/ 
Nagrorosaryo, mata niya'y nakapikit 
Pumara sa may kumbento/ "Sa babaan lang 
po” sabi ng tsuper, 

“Kasi may nanghubuli”/ Mura pa rin nang 
mura ang ale 


12. Reklamo ng reklamo/Sa hirap 
ng buhay dito 
Kapwa Pilipino/Ikinabibiya mo 
Masakit sa pandinig ko/ Ang sinasabi mo 
Siguro'y gusto mong / Maging Amerikano 
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Kids a-Mara'movin'!tll 


finish line, though, Kim fell promptly asleep 
in his Tifa Eva’s arms. A marathon IS hard 
work, you know. 

Hey,Iknow you... 

JI was happy to find some familiar faces 
in the crowd, including the musical Sarreal 
Kids. (Remember them? They're the siblings 
who each play a musical instrument and used 


the money they won in competitions to plant 
trees last year. Check out JI Dec. 30, 2000.) 
All six Sarreal siblings—Panggo, 17, 
Raymond, 15, Gideon, 14, Coby, 13, Angelie, 
11 and Agnes, 10—joined the marathon. We 
asked clarinet-playing Angelie if sports and 
music go together and she replied, “Yes (be- 


cause) if you can breathe longer, you can 
play (a wind instrument) better.” 

Many kids also came from out of town. Fel- 
low boyscouts Orbille Ronquillo, 12, and Ramil 
Parrocha, 11, came all the way from Aurora 
Province. In fact, this is the second time Orhille 
and Rami] joined a Milo marathon. Last year, 
Orbille only made it to fifth place but this time 
he placed 3rd overall in the 3K run. 

“I just kept on training for two months,” 
Orbille informed us. Running, he added, is 
his favorite sport because “it keeps me away 
from bad influences.” 

Thirteen-year-old Sealand Agana, on the 
other hand, is from Dasmariñas, Cavite. 


(from page 1) 


“When I grow up, I want to be in the Olym- 
pics, like Lydia de Vega,” she said, smiling 
really wide. 

Sealand had every reason to smile. Small 
and spry Sealand was the women’s champ 
of the 5K race, besting tunners who were 
bigger, taller and older. 

“I just tried to run the way they did,” she 
said describing her technique. After match- 
ing the stride of her fellow runners, she 
picked her own faster pace. „ 

This year’s runners were really amazing 
and it got us thinking, “What if JI joined next 
year?” 

Hehehehe. 
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